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Dedicated to my grandchildren, that they may 
know something of their ancestors, the way they lived, 


and the way they worked as well as their pleasures and’ 


pains during their lifetime. 
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After your grandfather Howell died, your 
grandmother got the idea of writing her family history 
and her own experiences and spent a great deal of time 
in 1940 and 1941 on the task. 


She wrote in composition books and filled 
eighteen of them with her writing and the following is 
taken from them. Unfortunately the one having to do 
with her father and mother has been lost so we could 
not include that part of her writing. 


The Howeil portion of the following was collected 
from your grandmother's story, an informal Howell history 
owned by Wellington Howell and letters’ your grandfather 
wrote. 


As the story was meant for her grandchildren, 
we have had it put into this form so each may have a 


copy. 


Alberta A. Baur 
James L. Howell 
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CHAPTER I 
FAMILY HISTORY 


Acheson Family 


In the County of Fermanagh, near Enniskillen, lived a tenant 
farmer named Robert Acheson, of Scotch descent. He had married a 
lass, Susannah Kitson, also of Scotch descent, and had four boys 
and one girl. 


The time to pay his rent arrived and he went to the landlord 
with the money. The landlord had a caller, who was above tenant 
farmers socially, so Acheson could not be admitted until the caller 
took his leave. A light rain was falling which did not add to his 
comfort as he walked back and forth in front of the house. Two 
hours passed before he was admitted and during this time what Irish 
was in him was coming to the fore and he vowed he never again would 
be treated in this manner. On arriving home, he told his wife to 
get ready, they were going to Canada at once. 


So to Montreal they came in a sailing vessel, taking thirteen 
weeks to make the trip. From Montreal to Goderich Township, they 
drove, I have always understood, with oxen. Others had come from 
their community and had settled near Goderich and they planned to 
join them. 


Grandfather had two thousand dollars, either when he started 
on the trip or when he reached his journey's end. He bought two 
farms of eighty acres each, one on each side of the road about 
seven miles east of the town of Goderich on the Huron road, and 
two miles from the Village of Holmesville, though the village was 
not there at the time they settled on their farm. 


The farm on the south side had some land cleared and @2 house 
Snageparit on IG, eine Over “tary tad “only a barn*on TUS Y-Arter pay- 
ing for his farms, he had enough money to keep his family until 
harvest time. The farms were of good soil as all land with maple 
and beech timber usually is. 


As I have stated, they had four boys and one girl when they 
left Ireland and others were born to them in the new land until 
they numbered six boys and two girls. One of the boys died early 
in life, but the other boys and one girl all lived past the allotted 
span of life, three score years and ten. One girl died when about 
fifty-five years old. Five of the family died in the seventy- 
sixth year of their life, a rather unusual thing. 


My grandfather was a large man, six feet or more in height and 
weighed 200 pounds. He was not a fat man but built like his Scotch 
ancesters, with large bone and muscular. From my father I gained 
the impression that his father was not very fond of work on the farm, 
but was capable of getting a good day's work from the children or 
hired help. 
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For a number of years he had the Job of assessor in Goderich 
Township. I cannot say just what comprised the duties of assessor, 
I believe they went house to house of the farms recording improve- 
ments, stock and births in the family. He always walked from 
house to house, getting his meals where he could as well as his 
night's lodging. The Township of Goderich is about twelve miles 
square, whicn 1s about four times the size of a Township in Michigan, 
My father always said that so much walking in all kinds of weather 
developed rheumatism, so he was obliged to use canes to walk with. 
I do not remember ever seeing Grandfather without his two walking 
canes to assist him in moving around. 


He would not use crutches even when the canes no longer were 
enough help, so he sat in his room year after year. For ten years 
hes sat. there, then one day his) son broke his leg near 'the ‘barn. 
Grandfather jumped to his feet and hurried to the barn, without 
canes. - The excitement over, he had to be helped to the house. He 
then began crossing from his bedroom through the hall to the parlor 
where Uncle lay in bed, and finally he began to walk around ayain, 
even going to some of the neighbors. 


He lived until he was in his ninety-fifth year, with all his 
faculties save the ability to walk unassisted. He was a very in- 
teresting old man and loved to hear all the gossip and keep in touch 
with all that was going on. 


One of the times I visited him he told me that when he was a 
boy he was late getting home from school one evening. His father 
met him at the door ED) inquire why he was late. When he looked at 
him, his father said, "You have been fighting. Did you win?" 
Grandfather said he did, then his father said, "Go in and get your 
supper." Grandfather said if he had been Eeacet Grudteics would have 
been no supper for him that nignt. 


In those days, when the country was new, there was little 
money to pay school teachers so they went to tne different homes 
staying a week here and two weeks there, depending on the number 
of children from the home going to school. Father said, when the 
teacher would come to their place, Grandfather always told the 
teacher to use the rod or strap on his boys freely, so apparently 
he was trying to follow in his father's footsteps in being harsh 
to the children. 


Like all men of that day, Grandfather did not let his wife 
have money. The men carried the purse and if the wife did any 
buying in the store, she waited until her husband came in to pay 
for it. I have seen men turn their backs to their wives when 
they opened their purses, and that was a much later day than when 
Grandfather was managing the finances. 


It was the custom, and women did not seem to object, although 
Father has told us girls how Grandmother would ask him for some 
change when she was allowed to go to town to do the business, 

Father did not leave home for good until he was twenty-seven, 
and while at home he learned that his father would go to town 
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taking the horses Father was so fond of and neglect them. So he 
began feeding oats quite heavy until the horses grew so frisky 
Grandfather was afraid to drive them, so he had to take Father 
along to drive. 


The boys always had a little money when they were home. They 
did not get it from their father, but would hide @ bushel of oats 
under the seat and when they reached town would sell them, or at 
seed time a neighbor would want some seed oats, proving the old 
saying - where there is @ will there is a way. 


Grandfather smoked. I do not know if he smoked when Grand- 
mother was alive or not, but years after she was gone he dreamed 
she came to him and asked him to give it up, and he never touched 
tobacco from that night. 


He had & toe that gave him @ good deal of trouble. It would 
not spread out to touch the floor like toes should, but rode on 
top of two other toes. One day Grandmother was away and Hugh 
Sturdy, a neighbor, came in. Grandfather got a hammer and chisel, 
took off his shoe and sock, and putting his foot on a chair, or- 
dered the caller to cut the toe off. The neighbor refused to.do 
so and Grandfather told him he would do so or be knocked down. 
so he’ cut the toe off, put a piece of cotton over the stub end, 
and Grandfather never told any of his family. Later they heard 
of the surgical operation through the neighbor. 


When he was well along in years, he would not be modern. His 
Gaughter-in-law would have table napkins on the table when they 
had company, but he would not use a napkin to wipe his mouth but 
would use the end of the tablecloth. On one occasion, Aunt grew 
annoyed and when the company had gone she spoke to him about it 
and from that day he took his meals sitting in his chair by the 
window. 


Grandfather always spoke of his birth as, "I was born in the 
year one," meaning 1801. He had his own way of telling his grand- 
children apart. I was the town one, my sister, Susie, was the one 
who would never marry a farmer, and a cousin was Mother's age, 
meaning she was born the month Grandmother passed on. 


On his ninety-fourth birthday, his grandchildren from Goderich 
went out and gave him a surprise party, playing the games we played 
in those days. He asked about the Salvation Army, so all acted it 
out dressing as near as they could to them, carrying tin pails and 
a pan for a drum, and sang their songs. How he enjoyed it. 


My Grandmother Acheson was a large framed woman, but not 
stout. I saw her once that I remember when I was about five years 
old. She took me with her to the Methodist minister who was liv- 
ing in the house across the road at that time. 


Grandfather had built a large house on this farm intending 


to make it into a half-way house between Clinton and Goderich. He 
was going to put in a bar and sell liquor and beer, but his sons 
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who were grown to young men told him the day he opened that place 
with drink in it they would leave home, so it was not opened and 
at the time I went there it was used for a@ Methodist parsonage. 


It was not long after she developed cancer of the breast. 
They went from doctor to doctor but none could help her. Finally 
Grandfather took her to London. The doctor there told her she had 
cancer and that there was no help for her. 


She passed on shortly after and I de not recall hearing her 
spoken of in my home, for strange as it seems, they did not talk 
of the departed. But years afterward, when I was clerking in 
Goderich, I met people who knew her and they told me she was one 
of the finest women they had ever met. 


Her five sons grew up and all were highly respected citizens. 
All were members of the Methodist Church and all but John served 
on the Boards for many years. One daughter was a Methodist, the 
other went with her husband to the Church of England. 


The eldest son, John, took @ homestead ten miles or more from 
home and grew so homesick he gave it up, and Grandfather put him 
on the farm across the road from his place where he remained for 
some years. 


He married a neighbor girl, Mary Sneid. While they lived on 
the farm, two sons and three daughters were born and after they 
moved to town three more girls were born. 


George, the second Son, was given the cobbier trade. At that 
time there were no store shoes. If you needed a pair, you went to 
&@ cobbler, had your feet measured and the cobbler made the shoes 
from leather tanned in a tannery close by. These shoes would wear 
@ long time and if one child outgrew them, the next child would 
wear them whether they fitted or not. Thus a good deal of foot 
trouble developed from wearing shoes that did not fit properly. 


George learned the trade in Goderich and lived there all his 
life. When married, he was poor. He once told me he had twenty- 
five cents and a jackknife. Aunt took in washing in one corner of 
the room while Uncle cobbled in another corner. The only table 
they had was a packing box. 


George married Sarah Gordon, and as William's wife was also Sarah 
(Sarah Harris), she was called Aunty George and I was named after 
her. If anyone enjoyed a good joke it was Aunt. She had a pair 
of shoes which needed fixing and asked Uncle to take them to the 
shop and fix them but he had not time to mend his wife's shoes and 
did not take them. Later in the day, she had a neighbor child take 
the shoes to the shop and Uncle mended them at once. When he re- 
turned at meal time she complimented him on his good Job. He vowed 
he would make the neighbor pay for the job but did not. He got his 
pay in telling company that came to his house about his wife's trick. 


I was there the time she tried to play a joke on Susie Ford. 
The clerk from their store had brought some parcels to the house 


chee 


7° 


Er TOE 


CyaET rm 


oreo 


Ts 


a ~. - a 


be Jen 286 1k of of bie 
-tagotd ens to 1 | begoley oper 
yiisald sted qisd: 
sed ote tod blod enerd. | 


aad gcatheed [iscet Jon 3b 5 bie 4 
ufet toa bth vent .emese tf an + 

gi gitireio av I. 
efo usw ona om bilos 


“ta 7 


Paldionh Be 
a ae i 


-enestite betoedeot Yiciohdl 
bovess ofct wud [fs bus 
and .daibodJem 8 eawerade | 

oasigna to ont BRAT 

tort srom ‘x10. coi tm st9d on 
ot? veq yedtslonaw one , Sven a 
“0% bentame: si! stein pals “‘ptd wort pote 


to bevil Ve on dW 6. pten® yaeM .Iaty. noddaeg 
yods iwst%s5 wal vrod s19w etatdgusb aod? ‘fr 
vod stew eicta ste 
5m - 
tenis 7A .obast tofddeo on? asvia saw noe bane 
= 3(t9w soe 4isy & baheen vay TI .a¢ofe ster 
sora oft aban refddoo afi Dn8 ho teeRon too * 
‘sew Bbistow esdcde stad? .yd esfolo yionasd 6 at pb 
bLiuvow bit fo axon oft .medd weratco biito sao 
too! Yo feeb booa & eu? don 26 hott? vere os 
.¥yitedorq JET ton bPd- tend esots gitisow mert 


atd Lin sted? bavi bee sotitebod at sbait od7 
-Y3uswd bart odh-om bled, sono SH ,t00q sew md vl 
to ‘rerttos sro mt wekdeswo al Noot Java {ort 
side! yino sit teat  reigons at paiddoa | £ 


dace2 oefR usw ostiw e'ma hi fiw es bas wobTa0 
eatts bonan ew T bas sgtosd YsavA boilso 
“teq 8 Sed si@ ,dtwA anw St aitote et ee 
Sid oft mend otad oF afonU bolas bere z 
bas esore g'ottw et Siem of smty som t 
sins Hitdo toddyten s bed sda «¢sb orld ne 
-ot of nedW .eono 2B mend a. bk nts 
| bowov SH .dot, booy ehd mit rege 
| atd 30m SH .ton bth tus ue aed 
wolts e'sitw afd tyuods seule 2 oe 


ch rane a 
| »broH steu2 io Sxot -s «sla © 
seuon sist of alsorsq amos 


and Aunt invited him in and she quietly locked the door. Then she 
walked to the outside door and locked it, calling to Susie to hurry 
dagownstairs, she wanted her. She knew Susie had gone upstairs to 
change her clothes and thought it would be about time for her to 
have her dress off. 


The young man knew something was being put over on him and 
hurried to the door to find it locked and the key gone. The same 
with the other door and growing desperate, he rushed to @ window, 
raising it, he jumped out and rushed to the store just as Susie was 
on her way downstairs without her dress on. 


It was not long before he rented a store where he carried on 
his work, then added groceries and dry goods. Grandfather seeing 
that he was paying attention to his work went to the banker and told 
him that if George wanted money to let him have it and he would see 
that he did not lose it. 


George had business ability and plenty of nerve and he did well 
in his business, while John, on the farm, was developing into a 
chronic whiner and not able to make a decent living. So George had 
him come to Goderich and took him into the store, giving him instruc- 
tion in the business, how to handle customers, and show and measure 
goods, after the store was closed to business. 


George allowed John to live in one of his houses free of rent 
for he had his wife and five children. Later on George took him in 
as a partner. A few years later John left and opened a dry goods 
store of his own in the next block. John did well in the store 
business. 


George had no children, was interested in everything, and was 
atone time Mayor of Goderich... He had. a lovely home and had at one 
time forty places leased, homes, stores and banks. He would decide 
to build a house and would go to a carpenter and arrange to have the 
carpenter trade out of the store what he would charge for the build- 
ing of the home; and so with the mason, the hardware merchant and 
all the tradesmen. 


Robert was the next child. He took to farming, but in place of 
putting him on a homestead as they did John, a farm was bought for 
him four miles from the home farm, consisting of eighty acres. It 
was a bush farm of mostly maple and beech timber. His father paid 
two hundred dollars for it. 


He was needed to work the home farm in the summer, so Robert 
could batch on his farm in the winter and begin clearing and could 
pay for it by working for his father all summer and when needed in 
the Winter, and this he did for five’ years. 


Grandfather gave Robert a gun for protection in the woods and 
later on asked him to pay for the gun. So William told me and 
stated, "I would have thrown the gun back to him before I would have 
paid cash for it, for he certainly had earned it." 

After Robert, a girl arrived, named Susan. When she grew up 
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she married the son of a neighbor, Henry Ford. The father had 
plenty of land and Henry was given eighty acres partly cleared and 
with buildings, a mile from his home. Uncle Henry Ford drank some 
and sometimes got drunk, but that was not considered a terrible 
Sin in those days. 


susan. and Henry, Ford. had seven children. James, the oldest, 
wag & born musician and played the organ and violin without even 
having lessons. The violin was kept in the barn. It was the devil's 
instrument and was not allowed to be played in the house, so he had 
to wait until his parents were away or go to a neighbor's house to 
play it as all the people did not object to the violin. 


He remained on the farm for a few years after he grew up, then 
went to Clinton and opened up a feed store where he did very well. 
He married a Rumball girl, the one born half an hour after I ar- 
rived in the world. 


Will, the second son, went to Goderich as soon as he was old 
enough to go out to work and clerked for Uncle George for some years, 
then went to British Columbia. 


The third child was a girl, Susan. We associated with her a 
good deal. We were sorry for her as her parents objected to her 
associating with the young people in her neighborhood, and her bro- 
thers would not take her with them. They had an organ and she was 
given music lessons. 


fnother son was born and took with scarlet fever when young and 
died. 


The second girl developed T.B. and after a short illness died 
when about fifteen years old. 


One more son was born, Fred. He remained on the farm all his 
days and became the only farmer of the family. 


The next child which came to my grandparents was a son. He did 
not live to grow up. I know nothing of him as he was not talked of 
. when I was a child and I got this knowledge from other people or 
relations. 


William was the next in line and was either the last born in 
Ireland or the first born in the New World. When he reached young 
manhood, he took up the harness making trade in Goderich. When he 
finished this trade he decided to go to New York and find work there, 
but having no money he made crutches and sold them to pay his fare. 
He had trouble getting a job, having to walk the streets until his 
money was about gone, and his only pair of pants gave out. He was 
getting desperate and going into a harness shop he told the manager 
he had to have work. He bargained to make a set of harness, and if 
not satisfactory he would pay for the leather. 


He got the job and remained there for some time but came back 
to Goderich and began to make harness in the back of Uncle George's store 
and boarded in Uncle George's home. Later on he became the owner of 
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a store of his own with a work shop in the back where one or more 
men made leather into harness. 


He married a Goderich girl named Sarah Harris. He did well in 
the harness shop and had a lovely home. His first child was named 
John, thus making three John Achesons in Goderich. Later, they were 
known as John, Johnny and Jack. Two more sons were born and when 
still young, both sons took typhoid fever and died. Two daughters 
were born, Minnie and Eva. 


When the oldest son grew up he worked in a dry goods store in 
Goderich and then went to a store in Toronto for awhile. His father 
then bought a store and started his son in the dry goods business 
right next door to John Acheson, Sr. and his son Johnny. As I spent 
six years in his store, I will not say anything more of the family 
until I tell of my store life, except to say Uncle William was the 
finest man I ever met in every respect. | 


The next member of the Robert Acheson family was Edward. He 
took over the homestead when he grew up, paying a certain sum to 
Grandfather all the years Grandfather lived and keeping both Grand- 
father and Grandmother until they passed away. 


Edward married Mary Lindsay. They had no children. He was a 
good farmer and was interested in public life. We children often 
went there from school for overnight as they lived about the same 
Casvance sfaawe C10, only in a different direction. 


Going to spend a night occasionally was the way we kept in 
touch with our relations. We would walk there from school and next 
morning return to school. 


Uncle Edward was the only son that smoked but he did not begin 
until well along in years. 


Before Grandfather died, he built a new house and one of his 
worries was how to get the old man to leave the old house and move 
into the new. But while the building was going on, Grandfather grew 
quite interested and so caused no trouble, but his furniture had 
to be put in his bedroom and this, Uncle was determined, would not 
be. So when the other furniture was being moved in, he had a couple 
of men, who were removing the old house, purposely let a wall fall 
PQGmULGCaweLiceauUlliivure.s DuL Fo nis surprise, Grandfather never 
made a complaint about it and he was very interested in his new 
furniture and new room. 


When Uncle began to feel old age was coming on, he sold the 
POV Meonaere tied yelaVingeinecoderich. the rest of his life. 


One more child came to this Acheson family, a girl named Elizabeth! 
who married William Crooks, the son of an old friend of Grandfather's. 


' There were three children in the Crooks! family. George, the 


Oldest, was a farmer. John, the second son, clerked in a large 
store in Clinton for some years, then became a traveling salesman 


= if 


‘ et tb lias Gener 


yviTsw vtec . sat (16d sd cdenak eMoe st 
yaw bas ouod stew ence nee a 
avettiygss onT .b9Lb baa tavet. 6 


at exotée eboon ytb & nt barrie oft 
sontst ath .slidwe ToT ar eee eae 

zeactsud ebdon yd oft at noe + 
jasqa Tear. L nos sta bee: 


viimet orld to ton tot 
ott eau omptilly 3 Lone yaa oo 


oi .brewhll saw yiinmst nOéeendoh Jted6H sit to sedi 

of mua mtsttoo 6 antysq .~QW weg Sf msdw baeg 
-paasr) died satqeso brs bavil Tenis ibm ) atesy 
.yswa betesq yors Lbseur 


8 esw eh ,cetTbiictlo on bed YenT .ysedatd ed 
astte corbilds sW .sthi stidvt as Botugrs 
susa oft tvods bevit yads as Sivtaisve tot io 

' mobtosthh inpretito 6 nt ying Ve 

at-iqed ow yew sit esw yilsenotasoso gdgin is 
jxen bas foornoe mott evens Nisw bivow oW .eneie 
. Loose: 


tiged gon bEb ec tud bextoma tseit nos ylao omt. aaw 
TBE Mh | 


atd to sno bns gevod won & titud of gbeth tenia 
svom bits savor bio ett svaol of nem Blo ond Jee OF: 
W515 ‘IgivS' loma1D .nO gatox Sew santiihod say Sh 
bari sivtiniwt el! dvd ,oldvwor? on beevss Ge DAS Be 
fon Hivow .benkwredsb ecw afonU eid PAs moor bed . 
siqvos @ ber sc ,at bevoN ynbed saw sdudiatul tedto eae mee 
[fet ffew B gol vleaoraig savor blo sar antvoaers exdw oi 
toven tsdi se lTbasto ee tiqave ate ot cud Pome breeds 

wed eld ab bavestatat ytsv ew si hne Jf oie 


ai3 hioz sad ,no unimnoo aiw egB Pip £982 ae 
/91Lf ala “to Jeon “snd dobrebod nt deity: 


‘iodsati@ bowen Ptly & .viimel nosedod z. 
-€' 9hteitaew to basta? bio as to now 


oiy ,ey1090 .y¥fiest 'sioodd sit af as bts 
oag75l 8 al bexttelo .10e DirooSe opto ee m met st | | 
iantelse gnifevart 6 smsosd not - sé “Sape to’ me ch. * 


jn Western Canada. Teressa, the daughter, is married to a merchant 
in Clinton and has three children. 


The Achesons did what they could to improve their children to 
music, singing, books, church, and good schools. I never heard of 
an Acheson doing anything that was not honorable and all were ideal 
men and husbands, honored in their homes and community and all were 
church workers. 
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Sturdy Family 


‘ 


Christopher Sturdy and Mary Sturdy (nee Leith) were Irish, 
coming from about the same part of Ireland as my Acheson grand- 
parents. So were Scotch, Irish and Protestant. The Sturdys be- 
longed to the New Connection branch of the Protestant Church. 
This later united with the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 


My grandmother Sturdy came over with her father, who was a 
widower. He took ill and died, on the way over, with cholera. 
They were nearing land, so Grandmother was told to say nothing of 
his death until they landed and he would be given a burial on land 
in place of being buried at sea. The land they were nearing was 
Nova Scotia and he was buried at Halifax. 


From there on she was alone, coming to a strange land, a young 
woman of eighteen years of age and had been ten weeks on the Journey. 
She still had hundreds of miles to travel before she reached her 
Sister, near Goderich, who was married to a Mr. Glendermon. 


She lived with her sister awhile, learning to sew and do farm 
work, and then married. She gave her age as twenty-two in place 
of her right age. I asked her why and she said, "I was ashamed to 
marry so young, I added some years to my age." 


My grandmother was a pretty woman as I remember her, and she 
must have been a striking young woman with her rosy cheeks, for she 
has told me of her complexion, when younger. 


I asked her why she married the man she did, as he was several 
years older, and her Scotch came to the fore and she said, "Well, 
he had a good farm, and was a good young man, thrifty, and good 
habits, and he was always good to me." 


My Grandfather Sturdy was a short dark man and his children 
took after him in complexion, though none of them were very short. 
All the boys were nearly six feet and the girls were from five feet 
five to five feet six inches. 


My grandfather was killed by a falling tree when my mother was 
thirteen years old and left seven children. The eighth was born 
shortly afterward. 


What a gritty woman that little Mary Leith must have been, on 
anew farm, being left a widow with eight children, the oldest only 
fifteen years old. I asked her how she ever managed and she said 
her brother-in-law, who lived across the road, was good to her and 
helped her manage until the boys could take over. 


The eight children were John, Ann, Tom, Margaret, Oswell, Mary, 
George, and Lizzie. 


io 


- noaadsa van ‘ee 
-3d. BY ee aut ae | 
sAOINAS SnBseoto1d vit 1 BS 
. Ap wid Jerbond: 


s caw ofw ,aedve2 159i dgtw revo. 
,sislorlo ditw .19Vo ¥s" 88% He 

‘lo sitbsivort vee ov — Re ond 
bast m0 fsatyvud 8 novig 5 anal 
ase uatsson siew yond basi sat 
xstiist: 3s ; 


woy 8 .basl sanetie 5 O¢ antmos pre esw ofa 
svwek at, ho'aneew ves o8sd Bad Bas Sys to se 

<ond Dertoset ada s10isd Levsay oF esiktm Yo 5b 
rome bre£o 1M s og Hetrvam saw odw ,doiue 


a>? of bra wea of gatdtsal ,Siidwe tedate aon oh 

go8iq vat ows~ vd cows as a5 * xe avex sf@ .bSE% 
1) pomades esw I" .bhee ode bea Yow ten bodes 2. 
", 908 Un Ot BIssy Smee bebks. t 


5 5 ’ 
da bana .7ed wedmems1 I os danow yiterq 8 BAW t * 
sie 101 ,edsedo yeort “t9n en Tanow Bivoy urttatey ' 
YSgryvoy Melw uolLxslqmon xed ‘te om bf 
(sfovee esw of 86 ,bLb efe cea odd Dolaitem erie yaw 19 : ‘boss I - 
fis" .btae ste bas si9% sit OF Somes dotoo2 ted Bags ,tebLio 
boos bas .ysitsd?d nen grivoy DOOR 6 eSw Sas eee B 
" om of boon exyawis esw as 
aetbitdo ald bas ném Weeb tdode 8 asw. Yous 4 
Moms yirsv Phaze madt Lo enon naggorns .nokxelfqniog ¢ 
ios ovt? mort siéw efstty ods. bas 3687 eke Yiteed 
.eonont xk 
esw isAtean yn asdw sets otitit tt £ ide beilta saw Tah: 
“tod esw didgts off  viretbitde nSvee JIel base Bees 


to ,2sed sys seu tied pratt oss tedd x 
timo J8ehio oi? .wetbiido ddgis . futw wobkw B 
bisn aia bas bensasa sve ofa wor <9 botiae f 
bit “1a oF booy ebWw..bsot sft ag Be here e] ms 
.tavo ses Aoueo ads - zo 


- 


.V16M .[fovgO .sotsgiaM not sel pee 


When John was a young man, my grandmother bought hima f:,). 
Ann, my mother, was given dressmaking and so did Margaret lear, ° 
sew. This was one thing all girls learned. When they were e4;- 
they were apprenticed to a dressmaker for six months to learn 1}, 
trade, no wages. At the end of the six-month period, if they rv 
mained, they received a small wage, but most girls learned 50 t};. 
could do their own sewing. Tom took infantile paralysis when au: 
young and was lame all his life. They did not know the disease j, 
and Mother told me, "Tom took cold in his knee." He was given tiv. 
cobbler's trade. Oswell was the gentleman son of the family and 
wanted to live in town, so learned the bakery trade. 


George took care of the home farm and was afterwards given th. 
farm. Lizzie learned dressmaking. 


Grandmother Sturdy lived all her days on the farm where She 
went as a bride, though the log house was replaced by a nice story 
and a half house, with kitchen, bedroom, pantry, wash room, porch 
and a woodshed of one story attached to the upright story and a 
Na lieoel. 


The front part had a bedroom, parlor, hall, and dining room. 
It was the usual thing to have a bedroom off the kitchen, where 
hired mén slept, or it was’ a “convenient place’ to’ let travellers ‘or 
tramps sleep when they wanted lodging, for a night, for no one was 
turned away in those days. 


They had a well near the house that was strong with sulphur, 
and whether this kept the family healthy or not I do not know, but 
I never knew a member of the family being sick, except after Grand- 
mother was sixty-six she had some form of heart trouble, but she 
lived until she was eighty-eight. 


Most of Grandmother's children lived until they were past eight: 
Veale tg aee. “Une t5saitve av this“writings“and"2s4ninéty years of 
age. 


The third son, Oswell, married while he was a baker. He marric< 
a hotelkeeper's daughter, which was considered beneath him and an 
omen of bad Luck tbo marry a cirl’ brought up’ in’ a’hotei? YTwo:or 
three children were born to them and all went well for awhile, then 
he left home. I never learned why, and for a couple of years or 
more, no One €ver heard of him. His Tamily managed''to° live by 
having one or more boarders, and his brothers helped out. 


Oswell returned, went into a store with his brother Tom, and 
they kept it until both died. A couple more children were born 
to Uncle OS. and Aunt Kitty.” i>never neard~ Aunt’ Complain ail ‘the 
‘time Uncle was away and they always seemed happy together after his 
return. 


Uncle George married his third cousin, Lizzie Rutledge. Il 
often spent some time helping take care of the children and usually 
rocked them in their cradle. Children were rocked so much in those 
days and how some of them were tossed if they were not properly 
tucked in. Sometimes two of us sat at the foot of the cradle and 
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then they rocked well with @ pair of feet on each side of the 
cradle. 


When the second child was born, a great sorrow entered Aunt's 
life. Her sister was there doing the work and became with child. 
From things I have heard about the young woman, it is hard to tell 
who was the father of her child, but Uncle had @ woman in Goderich, 
raise it, paying for keep and schooling her. I was told that Uncle 
was supposed to have been at the bottom of this, but I never spoke 
of this girl to either Uncle or Aunt. 


From the day this girl was born to the day my Aunt died, not 
&@ member of her family ever entered her home nor.was she or her 
husband ever allowed to go to her parents place even though it was 
only about @ mile away. 


She was a good woman, a@ good housekeeper, wonderfully clever, 
loyal to Uncle, and raised six boys. Though I have lost track of 
most of them, I have never heard of anything they have done that 
would not be a credit to their parents. 


This aunt had a lot of clothes, furs, hats, and shoes and when 
she died of appendicitis, Uncle would not give her things away, but 
took them out into the orchard and burned them, stating that no one 
was going to quarrel over them nor would he see anyone wearing them. 


Mary was a very lovable woman. She married Wm. Edwards. They 
had three boys and a girl. Aunt used to wear her hair in ringlets. 
They were beautiful ringlets to her shoulders. They were a very 
happy couple and I do not know a thing that brought a cloud to their 
life. 


After. I went clerking, I did not get as much milk.to drink as 
gya1Gn0n the farm and as 1 did not like tea or coffee, 1 drank hot 
water and cream, which was just becoming a popular drink in town. 
So dropping in on this home for a meal, I said I would take hot 
water. You just should have heard the protests. "Hot water. Not 
at my table. You get no hot water." So I had to swallow a drink 
I disliked, but they were so funny over it. The next year I was 
back and every member of the family was drinking hot water. Aunt 
said, "We will let you have your hot water to drink this year." 


I remember one time when I was twelve or near there, Uncle Tom 
sent Grandmother five dollars and she was to buy a Christmas gift 
for her grandchildren. She had twenty-five or thirty, and what a 
task Grandmother must have had, when she was about seventy-five years 
Oiecee, picn tne eit tSs for that. crowd of ‘children. 


I remember I received a little basket about two or three inches 
long and about two inches wide, and the handle to base would be 
about four inches. It had imitation grapes in the basket, with a 
few leaves. 


Susie got a small sand glass for timing eggs when you are 
boiling them. Emma got a doll, and at that time dolls were covered 
with wax. We enjoyed nibbling. at this and was using it for gum 
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whenever we got a chance. It was kept in a dresser drawer in 
Mother's room and we never played with it. Mary got a small 
china hen on @2 nest of china eggs in a small basket. 


My gift was put on the what-not. This was a corner concern 
with two or three shelves, fastened in the corner.of.the. parlor, 
with all kinds of junk and had to be dusted every week. Dusting 
time was the only time my basket of eggs was ever touched. 


There were so many Lizzys, Marys, Susies, Johns, and Williams 
that I fear you will get all mixed up in who was who. 


You see, the first boy was called after the grandfather on the 
father's side; the first girl after the grandmother on the mother's 
Side. The second child took the name of the other grandparent, then 
the father’and mother, or favorite brother or sister. Sometimes a 
child was called for both grandparents. 


On my mother's side, there were three Johns, two Williams, two 
Lizzies, one Maty, one Ann, one Tom, and one George. In Father's 
family, two Marys, two Sarahs, one Lizzie, two Williams, one John, 
one Robert, one George and one Susie. In the cousins there was a 
great mixture of names. 


Thus ends the history of Mother's people. I cannot say they 
did as much as might have been done to add the Christian graces to 
their home. The church was neglected to a large extent. Of course, 
the only church they had near them was a@ smail country church with 
few people attending. Grandmother did all she could to keep the 
“church going. For years she cleaned the church and built the fire, 
nearly a quarter of a mile from her. home, to, have. a place for, her 
children to go. She did this without any.financial return. 


They never were drinkers, but all were industrious honest men. 
They did not care for public offices, so lived quiet home lives, 
while the Achesons were more public spirited and held offices in 
the church and community. 
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Childhood 


The years seemed to slip by quickly, happy years full of play 
and work. Of course, we had our times of dispute and quarrels but 
they did not last long as the Irish get it out of their systems, 
then forget it and are ready for anything that comes along. I re- 
member getting angry on one occasion when playing croquet. When 
I came to take my turn, I swung the mallet back and my sister Susie 
was too near and it struck her in the mouth and loosened two of her 
teeth. It was not intentional and my anger cooled immediately. 


One time Susie said she could believe the story in the Bible 
where Mary is spoken of having seven devils cast out, for if any 
person was possessed of devils, I was. 


However, time went by and as I look back, the happiness of 
those years has blotted out all the strifes and unpleasantness. 
I have, many times, when talking to other people of early days, 
been surprised how little fun was in their lives. I had thought, 
because we had fun, every young person had fun, but I found out 
different’. 


In the winter we had our sleds. Of course, they were hand made. 
Father made them of hard wood, as nice as the sleds you buy, although 
they were not painted nor did they have a nail or screw in them, but 
they had wooden pegs and they stood a lot of abuse. 


A short distance from our house was a hill higher than the one 
we live on in Bay Port and we used to slide down this hill but not cn 
the road, we would go into the field. We used to have a great deal 
of snow and the roads would block so we often had to drive through 
the fields. When we had company, we often took the hind bob of 
Father's sleigh up on the mill and six or more would pile on at-once, 
and we would have a good ride. 


Of course, being normal children, we had our fun of building 
snow forts, making snow men, and snow ball battles. 


We had our snow shoes, which we made ourselves. We slid on 
the ice, which we kept free of snow by sweeping it, for girls were 
not supposed to have skates; they were just for boys, but we could 
slide on the ice. 


We often had one person run on the ice and another would hunker 
down on her haunches, take hold of the other girl's dress or coat, 
and be drawn on the ice as fast as the one pulling could run, up and 
down and around. I was doing this one time, my sister Emma was 
crawing me, when the ice broke and let us down. I landed on my knees 
and the water came near my shoulders. Emma dropped on her feet and 
Susie ran to her and helped her out. She then got scared to come 
for me as I was trying to get out but the ice kept breaking. Then 
Susie went to the fence close by and carried a rail to the pond, 
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shoved it to me and I got,out..on it .to solid ice... We all went 
into the house and changed clothes for dry ones and went to the 
barn to jump in the mow. This was another winter sport, climb 
as high in the barn as possible and Jump down on the hay or straw. 


Cutter riding was a pleasure the young people do not have any 
more as the roads are kept free of snow. We had two cutters, the 
Single one in which two or three people could ride drawn by one 
or two norses, with a string of bells around each horse. With a 
fur robe on the back of the seat and one over our knees, we were 
very comfortable, and it was a pleasure riding if the horses were 
speedy. Our double cutter held the whole family.and a. span of 
horses was always used to draw it. 


If the evening company brought any children our age with then, 
we would use the front of the house and the others would use the 
kitchen, which was more like a living room than a kitchen. It nad 
a stove and table in it, some dining. room chairs,.a.rocker or two 
and @ couch. 


We children would amuse ourselves by sliding down the stair 
railing which had a curve in it in the shape of a "U", and as we 
Slid down-we would try to slide fast enough to bump into the one who 
started before us, before she reached the newel post. 


Another game we played on the stairs was sitting on the steps. 
One sat on the top step, another on the next step and so on. Then 
each person would place her feet in the lap of.the person ahead of 
her, one foot on each side of her body, and that person. would hold 
the feet. One person, who would be standing, would take the feet 
of the person in the lead and walk down stairs...All. those sitting 
would be drawn bump, bump to the bottom. Then the one who did the 
pulling would take the top step, and the first one pulled the next 
time. 


One evening Emma Laird was down with some of the Calbicks and 
we made*maple taffy and put lots of nuts.in.it... She had been. hay- 
ing a’ good deal of stomach trouble, but she. ate a.good.deal. of..the 
taffy, then took such terrible pains in her stomach.. We grew quite 
alarmed for’ she was on the floor, rolling in agony,. but.she.urged 
Us=not tO Call the grown,up people, Finally, after about an hour 
of suffering, she grew easier and then the pain let up, and that was 
the end of her stomach trouble that she had been having at times 
for months. So we worked a cure on her, but would not recommend 
you-to try it as it might not have as good an effect. on another 
person. 


We’ played “jacks quite often, but not with,.regular jacks. ..We 
used stones as near even in size and as round as we could get. or 
We would use marbles. We played marbles but we made the marbles 
ourselves. We took a certain clay, I think it was blue clay .we 
found in a ditch, wet it and moulded marbles with our hands, put 
them in the stove among the coals or hot ashes, and baked them. 

Of course, some would break but we had lots of them as we made 
dozens at a time. : 
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We had card games. We made the cards ourselves using paste- 
board and covering the backs with wall paper and printing numbers 
on the fronts. Of course, the card games we played were simple. 
Euchre was not allowed. 


We had checker boards which we made, and we used buttons for 
eheckers, one party using black, the other using white.” Dominoes 
were carefully whittled out of a piece of cedar and numbers were 
pasted on them. 


We played football at home just with ourselves or with company. 
The football used was the bladder of a pig, blown up and tied around 
the outlet to keep the air in. Father always saved the bladders 
for4uns. 


In the summer, we played a large variety of games, such as tag, 
crack the whip, hide and seek, pussy wants the corner and blindman's 
bluff. We played ball and cricket quite a lot. We made our own 
balls as well as our bats. The balls were made from the yarn of 
worn out sox or mittens. If we wanted a soft ball we would wind 
the ravelled yarn around a cork, but if we wanted a hard ball we 
would wind the yarn around a stone. We wound them to the desired 
size, then taking some cord and a darning needle, we darned the 
ball with the cord so if a thread broke it would not unwind. 


We made our own kites with tails on them. We made our own 
slings for throwing stones, as well as our bows and arrows. Our 
whistles were made from willow twigs and we always had swings and 
stilts. We played bally over, throwing the ball over the house 
or shed, depending on our size and the height of the buildings. 


We had iron rims of buggy or wagon wheels as you have your 
hoops“or'auto tires «to roll,along.on.the.ground. 


Disvere Mary Nedekni t= aescart for’a cousin, Jim Ford, such as 
men worecin those days;.about. two, yards, long.and twelve or: fifteen 
inches in width; of course, he provided the yarn. These searfs 
were worn around the neck. Some just placed them around the neck, 
crossed in front and. taken to the back and the ends tied; others 
brought them back to the front again and tied them at the waist; 
while others had them around the neck twice and then one end over 
the shoulder while the other end hung down in front. 


When she had finished the scarf, he gave her six croquet 
mallets and balls as well as two end stakes. These things he had 
made himself, but there were no wires. We always saved empty spools 
for different things, and we put spools in the ground, where wires 
would be set up, and gathered some willow twigs and put these twigs 
or Drancnes into the holes in the spools, as the small branches 
were not stout enough to go into our land which was mostly clay. 


Later on, when we found broken barrel hoops we would use then, 


and later on fence wire came into use and we would cut some wire 
the length we needed and so have our wire hoops for the game. 
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What good times we had with this croquet fame. .The nedyh- 
bors would come in the summer evenings and the Rouden youn people 
often came nearly a@ mile to play, and how Jim Rouden would jump 
and yell when his side made a good play. Father and Mother were 
in town one evening and could hear him shouting that distance 
away, so they knew we had company and were having lots of fun. 


When we wanted to take life easy yet keep on playing, we woula 
amuse ourselves with the game of knife; but when keen for action 
we would foliow a bumble bee and when we found the nest would rob 
them of their honey. 


One “day-.we started “out following some of those big noisy 
bumble bees. We had gone to a field Father was plowing when we 
heard the bees hum and started after them. It would be more ex- 
citing then “eating choke “cherries. They were nested in some matted 
grass not far from the cherry trees and so we began poking, the 
place they had gone in. 


Before long out came two or, three bees and made..for Susie... She 
tried to ward ‘them off ‘but they persisted and .then -she began..to, run 
away and they kept up with her. Susie was fleet of foot and how 
shear, waving “a-nat ain “one hand and a stick in .the other and screa 
ing? as she ran.  Emma~“and JT were so convulsed with laughter, we. coulda 
do nothing. Finally she stumbled in the freshly plowed earth and 
fell. Then her two feet were added to the waving arms as she had 
rolled on her back. 


Then Emma and I ran to her and found two bees buried. in her 
mass of wavy hair so they could not get out nor could she get rid 
of them. They had not stung her so we killed them, went back and 
killed the others and secured our honey comb. We did not consider 
it was wrong to steal their honey and kill them because we under- 
stood they stole their honey from tame bees. 


iL can still see Susie running, waving and yelling. 


Hornets were very plentiful and we would get rid of them when- 
ever wevran across their nests so. we would not get. stung.when, gather- 
ing“berriés, or other things we wanted in the fence corners, as the 
snake-rail fence was’ used almost entirely in my early days and so 
much stuff wrew along the fences. 


I had been taken to a doctor's office when a small girl and 
thavewas’the-only*time E°was™in-~a doctor's office until shortly 
bebere shY¥YWwas married, but because I did not have to go to a doctor 
did not mean that I never took any medicine. 1. did.not..take doe- 
tor's medvcane, “butesturr my mother prepared for.us. 

SearuLne about "the “first or March, we took,.cream. of .tartar 
every ‘day ‘for weeks.~ Thrs was to thin our blood after the cold 
winter, which was believed to have a tendency of thickening the 
blood. 


After we had taken the necessary amount of cream of tartar, we 
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had molasses and sulphur for sometime. This was to purify our 
blood. By the time we had finished this, or soon after, garlic 
was available. So a handful of garlic was put into a bottle of 
good size and it was filled with whiskey. It was allowed to soa, 
for some days, then we had a teaspoonful of this whiskey and garli:. 
every morning. How they all hated this. What it was for, I neve; 
learned excepting it was used to make whiskey taste so awful we 
would never wish to drink it when we grew up. 


Dandelions and burdock were growing now, so the roots were du, 
up, washed and boiled for a long time in lots of water, and then 
drank an egg cup full every morning before breakfast for a tonic. 
We certainly did not need anything to help our appetites, but for 
weeks we took this medicine. It was not so bad to take for a few 
days, then it began to sour and it was awful, but there was no 
breakfast until we had our tonic. 


This ended the spring dosing so far as Mother's medicine was 
concerned, but we had some cures of our own. 


We ate green apples from the time they had grown to be the 
Size of a marble until we had ripe apples. We had heard green 
apples would cause diarrhea but we had our remedy. Black currants 
were the cure for diarrhea, so after eating what we wanted of 
apples, we went to the black currant bush and took a few currants 
to prevent sickness. The fact that the currants were in the green 
Stage made no difference. However, none of us ever took diarrhea 
from eating unripened fruit. 


In the Fall, our tonic began again to build us up so the winte: 
would not affect us. Dandelion and burdock roots had been dug in 
the spring and .dried, so in the fall they were brought out, soaked 
in water for a day and boiled, so the same thing was gone through 
with as in the spring, come downstairs, enter the pantry, drink 
the egg cup of medicine and eat breakfast. 


Father gathered a lot of bark from wild black cherry trees 4nd 
this was kept until the proper time when it was steeped and slowly 
boiled in plenty of water for a long time. A teaspoonful of this » 
taken if anyone in the neighborhood was home from school with 2 vol. 
or if any symptom was seen in any of us. 


If any one complained of a sore throat, we received a teaspoc!. 
ful of honey before going to bed. Whether the throat was sore or 
someone pretended it was so we could get some honey, I will not 88) 
positively. 


Another thing we had to do, which has since amused me, was 
wearing alum around our necks. If sickness was around or fear 
there might be, each of us had some alum in a piece of cloth tied 
around our neck under our dresses. This was to prevent us from 
taking any disease from others, 


The only medicine that was purchased was worm candy. There 
were several signs of worms, such as grinding the teeth in sleep, 
itching nose, feeling like vomiting, white around the mouth, and 
the actual fact that worms were in the stools. When any of these 
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things were noticed, we took a pill for worms. This box of pills 
was kept on the clock shelf and was handy. 


We children gathered golden thread and kept it on hand. It 
was a fine yellow root of some wild plant we found in swampy ground 
and was to cure sore mouth. None of us ever had sore mouth but we 
chewed it to keep from having one. 


We also thought it wise to prepare for old age. Old people had 
to take so many pills, so we carried dried field peas in our pockets 
and would practice swallowing these peas so when we grew up we would 
not have any difficulty swallowing a pill. 


If any of us did not want to go to school on a certain day, it 
was easy to pretend we were not feeling well and would be allowed to 
remain home. If in an hour or more these sick symptoms disappeared 


and we were acting well again we were given a good dose of castor oil. 


All winter we had slippery elm bark around the house and would 
chew it. 


Then flax seed was boiled for the horses to keep their skins 
from getting tight and we children took our share of the shiny flax 
for the same purpose. 


A balm of Gilead tree grew at the side of the house, and every 
spring the buds were gathered and boiled. This was mixed with lard 
and was used for a salve for any time a salve was needed. 


All sores had to be polticed to draw out the puss and brown 
Sugar and soap was used for this purpose - some used salt pork. Blue 
clay was stored away for sprains. 


For ear ache, a@ green basswood twig was placed near the fire 
and as the sap would ooze out this was caught in a spoon and poured 
into the ear. Kerosene was rubbed as a linament for rheumatism. 


When my sister lost her hair after scarlet fever, her head was 
rubbed over several times a day with mare's milk to get her hair to 
grow. Young men who wished their whiskers to grow, rubbed their 
faces with cream and allowed a cat to lick it off. 


If a wound would not heal quickly, urine was poured over it 
daily. Other people smoked sores. They took woolen rags, put them 
in a pan that had live coals in it and wrapped a woolen blanket 
around themselves and over the pan so the smoke would be sure to 
come in contact with the sore. The smell of this was awful if it 
had to be done in the house in the wintertime. 


A remedy for diphtheria was dog dung - the white kind. None 
of us ever had diphtheria but I think if we had mother would have 
drawn the line at that, but she did hear that mice were good for 
whooping cough so my sister Emma and I had & mouse served up to us 
On one occasion, 


The mouse was killed, dressed, baked and then skinned, and we 
ate it, being told it was a kind of bird. I remember I enjoyed it 
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at the time but would hate to think of eating one now. I had over- 
heard a woman telling Mother about it and refused to eat it until 
She declared it was a bird. Years afterwards she told me it had 
been a mouse. It was the only untruth I ever knew her to tell, 

but she was so anxious for us to be better I guess it did not count, 
but it did not cure the whooping cough. 


I was bothered with chilblains every winter and the remedy pre- 
scribed for this was rather severe as most of the pioneer remedies 
were. The cure was to run barefooted in the snow a couple hundred 
yards, and’ night after night, before retiring, I would take otf my 
Shoes and stockings and run to the barn and back. The barn was 
about two hundred feet from the house. One of my sisters would run 
with me. If she had chilblains she would be barefooted, but if not 
would come with shoes on for company. For we never went outdoors 
alone after night excepting to the well and then the door was left 
open if we went alone. We had so many things to scare us in those 
days. 


If you ever want to warm your feet, try running in the snow. 
We would return to the house with feet good and warm, but it did not 
cure the chilblains. Just as we always did our snow-balling bare- 
handed , for awhile the hands got "Oh so cold, then they would grow 
warm. 


To harden our hands and face against cold, we washed in snow 
if there was any on the ground. We would pick up a cake of soap 
(home made) and stepping outdoors take up some snow and rub it and the 
soap between our hands until, lather came, then rubbing it over our 
‘face and ears, taking up fresh snow as you would water. If the 
weather was severely cold, we would fill the basin with snow and 
wash indoors. How our faces would glow and no rouge was required 
to get a school-girl complexion. 


In summer, to get our cheeks nice and pink, we would pick mullen 
leaves and rub them over our faces. Try this and see the price we 
paid for our rouged cheeks. 


At school we always had children with head lice. To keep free 
from them, blue vitrol was rubbed into our hair, and sometimes kero- 
sene. We were afraid of the latter for Father used it on some calves 
to kill hen lice that had gotten on them and the hair came off. 


Cobwebs were used for wrapping around a cut. For bleeding that 
was hard to stop, the people went to someone who charmed it and 
Stopped the flow. This gift was given from generation to generation 
and had to be given from father to daughter or mother to son. Never 
from man to man. Grandfather claimed the gift of charming a flow of 
blood but none of his daughters ever was given the charm, so they 
could not. have had much faith in it. 


Today, I am surprised at the number of drugs sold by druggists 
that are similar tothose we used in those early days. 


A slice of beef steak was used for a poultice for sore eyes or 
to keep a bruise from swelling or turning dark. 


The skin of the inside of a hen's egg was put on the lips when 
Eney were-sore. 
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Another remedy was the cure for ingrown toe nails. I never 
knew this to fail. Take a little tallow or lard, put it ina spoon 
and hold it over heat until it boils, then drop it on the effected 
part of the toe. Hot tallow was also put in cuts in our fingers 
caused by cold or exposure. 


I cured a boy at our boarding house, who was going to high 
school, of ingrown toe nail. He had cut a hole in his shoe to re- 
lieve the pressure. I fixed his toe one night and that was the end 
of his trouble. 


I cannot get my husband to do this but he will fuss for weeks 
curing them by cutting some of the nail and such things. Well, 
there is more money made with the modern way, but the other way is 
quicker. 


Father would use wood soot from the stove lids for any stomach 
trouble he might have, taking a teaspoonful in a half cup of water. 


Epsom salts had to be taken quite regularly and how my father 
hated it. One night Mother made up some salts for him and he was so 
long before he drank it that I said, "Pa, I will run you a race if 
Ma will fix up some for me." She did and the race was on to see 
who could down them first. I don't remember who did but he got his 
salts down. 


We made all sorts of necklaces of dandelion stems, apple seeds, 
shells, pumpkin seeds, haws, sweet briar seed pods, and everything 
we could string. Also, we made baskets and trays of burdock burs, 
We made our whistles from willow branches. 


Some years we had young canary birds taken from the nest before 
they were old enough to fly. Mary always had to have a bird or two 
in captivity. 


Then Father got the idea he wanted a robin so it would waken him 
early in the morning, and as usual I was the goat to climb the tree 
and rob the old birds of their young. We had a box to put the bird 
in, about a foot and a half square and about eight or ten inches 
deep. Over this we put a screen just: like chicken fence wire, large 
enough so the old bird could feed the bird, which she did as the box 
was fastened to the tree we took the bird from, and I have known the 
old bird, when she came back in, the spring, to continue feeding the 
bard. 


The birds lived for years unless some accident happened, such 
as a cat getting them when they were allowed to fly in the house so 
they would not get sick and die. They were great singers, eSpecially 
the canaries. 


I loved to climb trees just for the climbing and would go as 
high as I thought safe and sway with the wind, and I would wish to 
be ablesto,fly like the birds. I never could get as high in the 
trees as the turkeys. We grew great flocks of turkeys and they 
roosted in the trees and on top of the barn. 


We could not climb on the barn with the turkeys but we could 
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climb on to the roof of the house, which we often did. The wood 
Shed was not hard to get to the roof and from there we ascended to 
the roof of the kitchen and then climbed the sloping roof of the 
front part of the house. We would bring Mother's accordion and sit 
on the roof and play and sing. No one could play the accordion but 
we could make a noise and sing songs. In the day time when the sun 
was hot, we sat on the top of the milk house. 


Father and Mother went to church regularly, we children did not 
go, but we would play church. I was usually the preacher. I stood 
on the kitchen table with a chair behind me to sit on and one in 
front for the pulpit. I would give out a hymn and all would sing 
and then I prayed the only prayer I knew at that time: 


Now I lay me down to sleep, 

L’ pray the Lord my soul to keep, 
If I should die before I wake, 

I pray the Lord my soul to take. 
And this I ask for Jesus sake. 


Amen. 


We would rise from our knees as we always knelt at prayer and 
I would yarn off anything that came into my head or recite a poem 
I had learned. 


Besides housework and farm work, we did other things. We cro- 
cheted lace. All our underwear, which was made of factory cotton, 
was trimmed with home made lace, as well as our night gowns, our 
petticoats, and corset covers or under waists. We made collars and 
cuffs for our percale dresses and our aprons had lace all around 
them, excepting our work aprons. 


Besides making lace we knit our own mittens and hose, both 
woolen hose and cotton hose for summer. Grandmother Sturdy knit 
our good cotton hose from ball cotton, the same as is sold today 
in the stores, but for our school hose we had the single thread 
that we bought by the pound and then twisted ourselves. We had 
home made lace on all our pillow cases for the guest chamber. 


We never made doll clothes for we had but one doll in the 
house. It was a wax doll and was never touched unless we wanted 
to get a bit of wax for chewing gum. We did have a pillow with an 
apron tied around it when we needed a baby in our play. But dolls 
did not appeal to us nearly as much as dogs, cats, horses, pet lambs, 
and pigs. Even squirrels and foxes interested us more than dolls. 


Father always liked to have the fox make their holes on the 
farm, for there was a belief a fox never stole a hen when the fox 
lived on the farm. How the fox knew how far your farm extended in 
the different directions always puzzled me, but I never inquired 
for certain things were facts and no questions were to be asked. 
It was quite a common thing, to see fox running around on the rarm 
and hear them barking in the night when the moon was brightly 
shining. 


I overlooked telling you, when speaking of knitting our hose 
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and mittens of wool, we had to prepare our own yarn. We would 
take fleece as it is taken from the sheep, wash it and tease it 
until it was all fluffy, then put a little grease on it and take 
it oto sthe mill where it was made into rolls about a yard long 

and asiniarge as -your little finger.” We then took a roll, fas- 
tened it to the spinning wheel bobbin or whatever it was called, 
turned the wheel and spun it into thread. . Two or three, threads 
would be twisted together to make the yarn ready for knitting. I 
Gid not do much spinning, I could not get the thread even all the 
way along but I did a lot of twisting. 


In vacation time there were berries to pick. No, not tame 
ones, we had a few bushes in the garden for the table, but we went 
to the» woods and cut over fields for wild berries, both red and 
black raspberries as well as strawberries, thimble berries, wild 
plums, choke cherries, wild and tame goose berries, crab apples, 
wild grapes and currants, both red and black. 


These gatherings of fruit sometimes were just like a picnic 
as six, eight or a dozen of us would set out with pails, small 
Gishes and our lunch, walk a mile or more to some swamp or field 
full of stumps and pick our small dishes full. We would all empty 
them at once, that is those belonging to the same family, and it 
was interesting to see the pail fill up so fast_when the.berries 
were plentiful. We never ate until the pails were full, then we 
would fill the small dishes and eat on the way home. Once you 
Start eating while picking you might as well quit. You lose all 
your zest for picking when you begin to eat them. 

Sometimes we would find @ lovely lot of berries and get started 
picking when hornets would fly all around us, or when crossing a 
stream on a fallen log one of the crowd would slip off into the 
water and get soaking wet. Sometimes we met up with some Indians 
who were picking berries. They were nice friendly Indians. 


We would go home so tired, but when we saw how pleased Mother 
would be and heard some words of praise, we would forget we were 
tired. 


Father and the hired man would take the team one day every 
summer to pick berries in a large place some miles away. The 
berries were covered with vinegar for two days or more, then heated 
and strained. The juice was boiled with some sugar and put into 
cans and sealed. When used, about half water and half juice were 
mixed and drank. Our men used this in the fields in the summertime 
in place of all water as water was not considered a suitable drink 
in the hot harvest fields. It makes a.nice, drink. 


Like all children, we were fond of dressing up and often did. 
I will just tell of one occasion at this time, which has been im- 
pressed on my mind. Father, Mother and George were away for the 
day, so it was a good chance to don the best clothes in the house 
and visit the hired man who was plowing the field close to the lane. 


Mother had taken good care of her wedding clothes and never 
objected to us wearing them if we did not be rough or romp with them 
on. 
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Mary put on the dress Mother was married in, a striped silk 
with nine widths in the skirt, a tight fitting waist with bell 
sleeves and trimmed with fringe. She had on hoop skirts though 
they were not worn at the time we dressed up. She wore the bridal 
bonnet and face veil and carried the bridal parasol, while Susie 
had another silk dress, what was called a changeable silk, with 
another bonnet and parasol. 


Emma and I were the gentlemen escorts. We both wore bright 
red homespun flannel bloomer drawers, which Mary and Susie wore 
in the winter. With these pants we wore black velvet short coats 
also belonging to Mary and Susie. The coats came a little below 
the waist and we both carried walking canes. I wore Father's high 
silk hat, known as the plug hat, while Emma wore another hat of 
Father"s.called the Christy stiff. 


We strolled slowly up the lane back of the barn and up over 
the hill. When we reached the top of this small hill, the hired 
man was plowing toward the Jane and looking up saw us coming, not 
more than three or four hundred feet from where he would reach the 
fence as he was about fifty feet from the lane. He stopped the 
horses, walked to the side of the plow and leaning against the 
handle and folding his arms across his chest, he watched our 
approach. 


When we came about even with him, I spoke, by order of my 
older sisters, and asked if he knew when Mr. Acheson would be home, 
stating we had called at the house but no one was there. He ans- 
wered us very nicely and I thanked him and we turned and retraced 

-our steps. He had not changed his position during our chat. 


We had gone back a couple hundred feet when one of us looked 
back and saw he was still standing there with folded arms. But in 
a few minutes we heard a great roar of laughter and looking back 
saw the man on the ground and laughing hard. We went on home, took 
off our clothes and said nothing to the folk when they came home, 
but we knew he had learned who we Were when he laughed so heartily. 


At supper time, all were seated as usual, grace was said by 
Father as usual, and we were being served when the hired man laughed 
out. Father looked at him wondering what was causing the laugh, but 
‘no one said anything. He began to eat, then laughed again, rose and 
left the table. Father said, "I wonder what ails him?" I said, 

"Oh, we dressed up this afternoon and went back to visit him." Father 
said, "Is that all that ails him. Call him in." But he would not 
come to eat until we had left the table. Next day he had become 
normal. 


I somehow received the impression, when quite young, that if I 
Gied before I was six years of age I would go to Heaven, but if I 
died between the years of six and fourteen I would be sent to Hell. 
When I reached fourteen I could go to the penitent bench during a 
revival time and join the church and I would go to Heaven. 


How I wanted to go to Heaven for there was no night there and 
I would never have to go to bed for going to bed I did not like. 


Besides this there was another attraction. In Heaven there were nice 
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walks and in strolling around you would come to Some shrubs and 
flowers, and regular little bowers, and there were seats to sit on 
and little tables, and on the tables was lots of honey so you could 
eat all you wanted and any time of year you wanted it. Then I 
would be able to play the harp and my voice would be improved and 

I would be able to sing without being laughed at. 


Time passed on and when I was going to school, the Bible Chris- 
tian Church in Holmesville was having & revival meeting one time and 
some of us stopped in on our way home to see what was going on as 
they had meetings afternoon and night. The invitation was given a 
few minutes after I entered the church and I arose alone and went 
forward. 


I did not join the church, I was brought up Methodist, but now 
I had a chance of going to Heaven if I died. I would run the chance 
of going to Heaven and escaping Hell for I did not believe what a 
Methodist minister had told us sometime before this at a revival 
meeting. 


He said if any person dies as soon as they are converted, they 
will neither go to Heaven or Hell but will be between the two, and 
will be like a person who is in quick sand and will have to work 
all the time to keep from sinking lower than the arm pits. His 
argument was to get the people converted early in life and not wait 
until they were ready to die and so just escape Hell. 


. Father always went to the stable before going to bed to see if 

the horses were all right and give them a little more hay. When he 
used the stable lantern with the tallow candles in it, he could go 
a@lone and hang the lantern on a long peg he had put up for that 
purpose and there would be no danger of fire, but after the kerosene 
oil came into use he bought a stable lantern that used kerosene, or 
as we always called it, coal oil, in Canada, and this was considered 
dangerous. 


So someone always went with him to carry the lantern, and I was 
the one who usually went. 


The coal oil had so much gasoline in it that lamps were known to 
explode, so I carried the lantern and if it began to sputter, I ran 
out of the barn and turned the wick down until it acted right. 


To prevent the lamps from exploding, we filled them with oil 
every day, then there was no void for the gas to form and we had to 
see the small opening along side of the wick was not closed, thus 
shutting off any air entering the oil chamber. 


Speaking of the candles in the barn lantern reminds me that we 
made our own candles, using tallow. We had a candle form to pour the 
melted tallow in. First we took the candle wicking, which is the same 
as we make tufted bedspreads of. We took six, eight, or more threads 
in pieces about ten inches or more in length and tied them on a stick. 

We threaded one end of the threads through each of the spaces in the 
form, fastening the end to another stick. The thread or wick was 

held tight so it would be in the center of the candle. When all were 
threaded, the tallow was poured into each space and set to cool. When 
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cool, the wick on the bottom was cut from the stick, and gently 
but evenly the candles were drawn up by the stick at the top. 
Thus, you had as many candles as you had holes to thread. Our 
candle form had a dozen spaces, thus we made a dozen at a time. 


George and Emma were great pals, and Mary and Susie were 
closer to each other than with me, so I made the dog my pal and 
spent much time with Father walking after him as he plowed the 
fields or did other work. When Mary began going with young men, 
Susie and I were together, especially if some prank was in process 
of being hatched ready to be carried out. 


Our ministers always changed charges in the summer &nd were 
expected to be on their first charge the first Sunday of July. No 
matter how much a congregation liked the minister, he had to change 
in three years and less if he was not giving satisfaction and the 
boards of the circuit desired a change. 


We had three charges on the Holmesville circuit, then three 
more were added and a young man as well as an older man worked the 
circuit. Besides this we had men in Clinton and Goderich who would 
come sout. and preach. . These were called local preachers and they 
received no salary. 


When a man was on a charge for three years, he knew he had to 
change so often did not bother putting in a garden knowing he would 
not be “there to use the garden stuff. Some did not bother planting 
a garden for themselves though there was ample room behind the par- 
sonage in Holmesville. 


When the Rev. Milligan came there was no garden and Father met 
him one day and said, "If you like green peas, our peas will be ready 
to eat this coming week, come down and get a mess." Of course, they 
were field peas and were smaller than the garden variety. 


So he came and Father called three of us, Susie, Emma and myself 
to go to the pea field and pick some peas, giving us a large Indian 
basket that would hold between a third and a half bushel. Susie was 
about twelve, I was ten and Emma about eight years of age. 


We took the basket, went back about a quarter of a mile and 


started picking peas. Someone suggested we surprise the preacher, 


when he and Father came back, by having so many picked in such a 
short. time. Here was a challenge and we started in to have the 
basket full and when we saw them coming how we worked , expecting to 
hear, "Well, you children are certainly fast pickers.’ They came on 
and we finished filling the basket while the men stood and talked 
but not a word of praise did we hear as they watched us pick. 


When the basket was full, Father took it to empty into the sack 
the preacher kept under his arm and he unfolded a grain bag that held 
two bushels and a half of grain. The peas were emptied in and the 
basket given back to us without a word spoken to us. All zest was 
gone and we picked for awhile. Finally, I spoke up and said, "Have 
we not picked enough Pa?" Father waited a moment before answering, 
as if to give the preacher a chance to speak, but he said nothing, 
and Futher said, "Oh, you better pick awhile longer." Not many 
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minutes passed when Futher spoke quite sternly and said, "That 
will do children." So we went home without even a "Thank you" 
from the preacher. 


Nothing was said about it at home, but some months later, in 
fact it was near spring, Father came home from a board meeting and 
I heard him say to Mother, "Well there will be no more pea picking 
for preachers. The board passed a resolution that preachers, when 
leaving the circuit, have to leave a planted garden for the coming 
minister ard a farmer, who lived next to the parsonage is to be paid 
each year by the board to plow the garden spot behind the parsonage," 


I felt like clapping my hands, but as it had not been spoken 
for me to hear, I kept quiet. I know Father spoke quietly to some 
of the members and had put the resolution over. So sometimes you 
can dig your own grave, as the saying is. 


Since I have grown up I have measured ministers by this pea 
picking experience and when I am imposed upon, I say to Doctor, 
'Have been picking peas today." 


Father had a good deal of teaming in the wintertime. So much 
timber on the farm had to be cut down, made into wood, and the wood 
taken to Clinton and’ sold or hauled to the railroad track for trains. 
All trains burned wood in those days and they bought it from the far- 
mers. As Father was away so much he would often be late getting home 
and we were a help here, for on arriving at the barn, all he had to 
do was put the horses in the stable. The hay would be before them, 
the cows fed, the pigs fed, and all ready for him to come to supper. 


When company came to the house to visit Mother, Mary would see 
to it we all worked and that the milking was done (women milked in 
Canada), calves fed, hens and geese looked after, the chickens taken 
care of, and Mother did not have to think about the barn work at all; 
besides supper was prepared. The same thing happened when any of us 
had a visitor, we would not have any chores to do. 


When Mary began having young; men come for supper, she would rise 
Sunday morning and do all the milking herself, then in the evening 
she would not do anything. She had done her day's work in the morning. 


On Sunday, we were never allowed to do any work except the feed- 
ing of the stock, milking, feeding the pigs and poultry, and getting 
our own meals, while all that could be done on Saturday toward 
getting the meals was done. Potatoes had to be dug on Saturday, if 
it was summertime, and all vegetables for the meals in the house. All 
shoes were polished on Saturday. We never bought shoe polish; in 
those early days, the wood soot on the under side of the stove lids was 
used. All buttons had to be on or we remained from church alone. This 
was after’ we began going to church. Our clothes had to be in proper 
condition. 


When we built the addition to our house, we had a job sewing rags. 
We made rag carpets for three bedrooms and the hall upstairs, the bed- 
room downstairs, and the large kitchen. The parlor and guest chamber 
had new carpets from the store. A rag carpet was not good enough for 
those rooms. When we finished you could hardly find a rag to tie 
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around a cut finger. We also made hooked and braided rugs. 


We quilted quilts. Sometimes Mother had a quilting bee. We 
made our own bedspreads, the tufted kind, for all the beds, but the 
spare room. We bought one for it. We did not knit or crochet spreads 
though many people had them in those days. My Mother had tufted bed- 
spreads when she was married in 1860, so had I in 1896, and again they 
Ares GN UBe. 


You will think we did not have much idle time. Well, we did not, 
it was either play or work all the time. 


Grandmother Sturdy was visiting us one time and Mother was out 
in the field doing something when Mrs. Rumball came to see her. I 
went for Mother, her company remained about fifteen minutes, and 
when she left Grandmother said, "Ann, you might have had your knitting 
when you were visiting with Mrs. Rumball." 


The winter our house was finished, the young people in Holmes- 
ville decided to give us a house warming in the form of a surprise 
party. They told Mother they were coming but she did not tell any 
of the family. About eight o'clock we heard sleigh bells coming, then 
the most awful yelling as a span of horses and a sleigh load of shout- 
ing people landed near our side veranda. I opened the door and the 
crowd of people rushed to Father and he was trying to pull his long 
boots on. He had been sitting in his sock feet by the oven door. 


They took possession of the house and played games of all kinds, 
even to the Methodist dance, namely, "Old Dusty Miller." For fear 
you have never played it, I will explain. The boys and girls would 
formeseparate circles with a.boy,in.the ,center. .The circle of .boys 
would be on the outside and the circle of girls would be inside the 
circle of boys. Then they would all walk around singing: 


There.was .a dusty. miller, 
Who lived by the mill. 

As the mill went round, 
They gathered.in the grain. 
One hand in the hopper, 

The other in the bag; 

As the mill went round, 
They all cried grab. 


. Then the boys all stepped forward catching the arm of the girl 
ahead, while the boy in the center tried to catch a girl's arm. The 
boy who was left over went into the center, then the singing and 
walking in a circle started again. 


At twelve o'clock there was lunch, which the visitors had brought 
with them. 


After they had gone my father said, "The next time 1 will know 
about their coming. Mother laughed and said, "You could not keep 
the secret." He just said, "We will see." 


Next year came and as Mary was going to town one day, Father 
said, "You had better bring a chimney t'or the lamp that is without 
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a chimney. If any more broke, we would not have enough lamps, if 
company came." So Mary brought home a chimney, never thinking that 
Father never looked af'ter those things. 

We were all sitting in the kitchen, a good fire going and the 
furnace going well. Father thought he would change his clothes and 
Shoes; something wus wrong with what he had on. No one remarked 
about it as men's clothes often became damp in the snow. The rest 
of us were paring apples and quartering them for drying, excepting 
Mary. She rose and brought out of the other room some hair to make 
into a switch. She had just learned hair work, but Father said, "I 
would not work with hair, Mary, when the others are at apples. If 
someone came in it would not look well." So she put the hair away. 


In a few minutes a knock came to the front door, & door our 
friends never used. Father went to answer the door saying, "Sit 
still, I'll go." This was something he rarely did and when he 
opened the door he sent the callers through the hall to the kitchen. 
It was another surprise party and he was the only one who knew any- 
thing about it. Again all kinds of games were played and a good time 
was had by all. 


I have mentioned we were paring apples. This was a job we all 
took part in excepting Father. He usually had shoes to fix as he 
half-soled all our shoes and patched them,or had harness to fix, or 
he would be fixing some piece of machinery. We would peel apples 
» With a small paring machine which took the skin off, then we would 
cut them in quarters and take the core out. Sometimes we put them 
on long strings to hang them up to dry or we put them on a sieve 
over the stove. This sieve was about half way between the ceiling 
and stove and held in place by strings from the ceiling,. and on it 
we could put pails full of apples. 


When the applies were dried enough they were stored until we 
had a lot, then they were taken to town and sold for from three to 
Six cents a pound, depending on the quantity of apples in the commun- 
ity. Mother often sold from twenty-five to thirty-five dollars worth 
in a winter. The apples we peeled were windfalls and culls that the 
buyers would not accept. 


We had no rubbers or overshoes. “Indeed, I do not know if there 
were rubbers in those days. No one in our house had them.. So to keep 
our feet from getting wet with the snow, we had to grease our shoes 
every night or morning, using tallow, and it would be rubbed well in. 


We had an odd experience one day with shells. One field had a 
lot of stumps in it. Sometime before Father had set fire to these 
stumps as that was one way they had of clearing the fields and getting 
them ready for plowing. AS we moved around we found some shells and 
then some more shells and it seemed every stump we came to there were 
more’ shells than the others. We had filled our hats and were start- 
ing home with them when we came across a stump that must have had a 
good sized pail full of shells so we decided we would come back and 
get them. 


We were not gone more than an hour but there was not a shell 
anywhere. We went from stump to stump but no shells. Next day we 
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were back but we never found another shell. 


Those we took home Mother used for making a frame for a pic- 
ture. She first had a wooden frame which was just a cheap board 
frame, which she covered with soft putty. Then after washing the 
Shells clean, she placed them on the putty in rows. When this was 
well set and dry, she varnished it all over and for’years it hung 
in our dining room. 


We had another picture in the dining room that I have always 
been sorry we did not take care of. It was a wreath of flowers 
worked in wool. Mother made it before she was married. It was not 
worked on cloth, but the flowers were made full size. The frame was 
about six inches deep with a glass over it. 


We had a little red brick church, as I have told you, and when 
I was twelve or thirteen years old the church board decided to build 
a@ new church and Father was a member of the board. He had to attend 
a great many meetings. The trouble started when they could not agree 
on the size of the church or the material. Some were for putting up 
quite an expensive building but three men fought that. These men 
were Father, his brother Ed and old man Calbick. These three won out 
and a frame church was built and in a couple of years they had it 
paid for. Years and years afterward one man told me if it had not 
been for the two Achesons and Calbick they would still be paying for 
the church, 


After it was completed, the board decided to have @ supper the 
Monday after the church was dedicated, on Sunday. When Father came 
.home from the meeting, he stated they were going to have a church 
supper and no more paper sack socials. They had a nice basement and 
tables were made. People were to be seated at them on the Sunday 
school seats. The men arranged everything, the date, the price of 
admission, and what each person was to provide for the supper. This 
was according to their Apa aty, or what the men considered the ability 
of the donors. 


Mother was among the heavily taxed givers and her portion of food 
was twelve different edibles for forty people, besides the sugar, tea 
and cream. Then those not so able were to bring twelve different 
edibles for thirty people. Then it was for twenty, then ten, but 
always twelve different edibles of different kinds of food. 


L never saw so much food ‘taken from a house in my life. There 
was chicken, ham, potatoes, vegetables, pies, tarte, cookies, a five 
story cake, a couple of layer cakes, bread, buns and doughnuts. 


The night of the supper came and we had to pay forty cents for 
our supper, those under twelve paid twenty-five cents. 


The Holmesville women were good cooks and they were capable at 
handling their suppers. I have never seen better service. One woman 
had charge of a table that would seat about thirty people or more and 
two young women and two young men waited on the table. The young men 
served tea, one on each side of the table and the two young women passed 
the edibles and saw that they had all they wanted to eat. ‘The woman 

in charge stood back out of the way and watched to see that everyone 

was being cared for. The edibles were all on the table. 
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This system was always carried out and they would feed great 
crowds. After this supper they had so much food that there was a 
social the next night and then so much was left, they auctioned off 
the food. The next year the women took over the assigning of food 
to the different people and have done so ever since, 


I used to drive out from Clinton and Goderich to attend these 
suppers which were yearly and what crowds they would have. 


Along with the supper was an entertainment in the church, be- 
ginning about seven thirty or eight o'clock - songs, music and speak- 
ing. Usually, a favorite preacher was brought back for the Sunday 
preaching and the Monday night. These speeches were good, with 
plenty of laughs. 


I have told you about our rag carpets, but did not explain how 
they were put on the floor. Indeed, all carpets were put down the 
same. 


Our carpets reached from wall to wall both ways. They were 
tacked down at one wall, then drawn as tight as we could pull them 
to the opposite wall and tacked there. Then the sides were tacked. 


At house cleaning time, the carpets were all taken up. First 
the tacks were taken out with a tack lifter. Then the carpet was 
taken out-of-doors and the whole family took hold, Father and all. 
Part were holding one end and part the other, and we would shake the 
carpet, all raising our arms at once and lowering them at once, and 
‘in that way the dust was gotten out of the carpet. This was kept 
up until you began to think your arms would be pulled out of their 


sockets. We never put the carpets on the grass or on the line and beat 


them with sticks. 


Father loved to have the young people come and Mother, in her 
quiet way, was glad to have them. So young people by twos and threes 
came quite often, especially in the wintertime and would chat for 
awhile, then gather around the organ and sing. We were the first to 
have an organ in the community, and Mary and Susie were given organ 
lessons. 


I was twelve or thirteen years of age when I asked Mother to cut 
my hair. I had very fine hair, very straight and long enough to sit 
on it. When I washed or combed it, it tangled so I suffered a lot 
having it combed, but Mother said she would not cut my hair off, and 
no amount of pleading had any effect, so I ceased. 


But watching my chance, I picked up a pair of scissors and going 
into a bedroom I took down my hair. The front was caught up on top 
of my head and tied with a ribbon, the back was braided. So bringing 
the front part over,my eyes, I took, the scissors and cut it off above 
my eyebrows. Then I reached back and as best I could cut off the back 
part. Going into the room where Mother was sitting, I said, "Mother 
do you mind trimming my hair for me?" She looked at me and said, "I 
guess I will have to." She trimmed it like a man's. 


-Then Emma started teasing to have her hair cut. . She had lovely 
golden curls and she coaxed and cried, "Well, Sarah has her hair cut, 
why can't 1?" Finally, Mother cut it off. 
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Next day we went to school with our hair just like a boy and 
how we were admired by the other children. The following day a 
number came with their hair cut off. It soon became the fad in our 
school. Whether we started it elsewhere or not I cannot Say, but 
soon the girls in the whole county were having their hair shingled. 
I kept mine cut until I was eighteen years of age. 


Susie had a very heavy head of curly hair. She wore it ina 
braid, about as thick as my wrist, down her back. I began teasing 
her to have her hair cut but Oh, no, she would not part with her 
hair. So one day she and Mary were sitting in the doorway and I 
Sneaked up behind her with a pair of scissors and began cutting 
her braid. I had one strand of her braid cut nearly off when it 
dawned on her something was going on, and on turning discovered me 
at my job. I had to stop. She had a smaller braid for awhile, and 
fortunately for her it was the center strand I had cut. She made no 
fuss over it. I guess “we'were pretty good sports. 


Our beds were different to what you sleep on today, not the 
bedstead but the mattresses. We had no springs on any of the beds, 
but had slats, which were pieces of boards about four inches or more 
in width. These were placed across the bed where the springs rest 
today. Before slats were used, rope was used. On each side of the 
bed, that is. the side.pieces, were knobs about the size of a spool 
and about six inches apart, and a rope, about the size of a clothes 
line, was. looped over a knob, taken to the other side, over a knob, 
and back until the whole bed was roped up. 


On top of the slats was a straw mattress made of burlap and 
having two openings in the top side so you could put your hand in 
and stir up the straw. Over this straw mattress was a feather mat- 
tress made by using regular feather ticking in place of burlap and 
feathers in place of straw. 


This straw tick had fresh straw put in every housecleaning time. 
The tick of old straw was carried to the barn and emptied, the old 
straw could be used for bedding down horses or cows. Then fresh 
straw was put in through the openings which were about twelve inches 
long. These openings had pieces of tape sewn on so they could be 
tied..shut. 


it was some Job to empty and fill thoSe Straw ticks, but we en- 
joyedy it, for what. was ahead. of us, sleeping on the new straw beds. 
Each tick would be filled until it would be two or three feet deep. 
Each two children stuffed their own and we did Mother's and George's. 
We could fill them as full as we wished, then all four girls would 
carry them to the house and upstairs and put them on the bed. ‘The 
feather bed was put on top of the straw. 


Going to bed at night, we would climb on the foot of the bed, 
balance ourselves on the foot board and jump into the center. Had 
we climbed in the regular way, we would have rolled out before morn- 
ing, but by jumping in there was a raised edge. This was repeated 
each night until the straw began to break up and was not so high. 


The odor of those nice clean straw beds was very pleasant and 
talk about your downy mattresses that fit into your figure, nothing 
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ever fitted better than the hollows you could make in the straw. [In 
the summer we took the hot feather mattress off and put a quilt over 
the straw mattress, under the sheet. 


Bed making was some chore. The straw had to be stirred every 
morning and the feathers shaken, so all the bedding had to be taken 
off.” The feather tick was thrown up, one end of the straw stirred, 
the feathers thrown back in place, and the other end done as the 
first. Then the bedding was put on. When this was done a broom 
handle was rubbed over the bed to make it smooth and even for our 
beds had to be as level as the floor. 


if you"want 7a Cola’ job. just try stirring ‘straw. i7 one of ‘those 
ticks with the bare hands on a winter's morning. My, how cold that 
straw was. We had to blow on our hands to keep them warm, for though 
we had an abundance of wood the front part of the house was not warm 
in the morning; also all the windows had been open. 


When company came and someone had to give up a bed, the feather 
mattress was taken off my bed, put on the floor, and two slept on it, 
while the other two slept on the straw in the’ bed. 


We usually brought our lunch to church and remained for Sunday 
School in the afternoon. On one occasion, in June, the Methodist 
conference was being held in Goderich, about twelve miles away. 
several young ministers were being ordained and George Calbick asked 
me to go with him to the conference. I said, "Oh George, my clothes 
are not good enough to go to that meeting." He said, "Your clothes 
please me, come on." So I went. He drove a sports buggy, rubber 
tires, no top, and about four inches of a back to the seat, and the 
fastest horse in the county. After the meeting, we went to the hotel 
and had supper, then came home the twelve miles as he had his farm 
chores’ to’ do; being a farmer.’ Thi's- was’ the’ first ‘time I-had ‘ever 
eaten in a hotel. 


Stock often got away from their own farms and wandered away. 
Usually, when a stray animal hung around, the farmer would let the 
stray into his field and keep it until its owner came for it. One 
day a stray cow came along and came to the gate where it stood a 
few minutes, then wandered off but soon came back and bawled. Father 
and George Calbick were hauling in grain, so George took a pail and 
milked it, then it wandered off and did not return. 


The milk was put in the milk house and I helped myself to the 
milk. George did the same. Later in the day, George came to the 
house and asked for some vinegar, water, soda and sugar. We watched 
him mix the stuff and Uncle Crooks was at the house and was full of 
curiosity. When it began fizzing good, George put the cup to his 
lips and drank it, and you should have heard Crooks. He was alarmed, 
thought George had lost his mind and made quite a fuss. He had never 
seen a drink like that before, and had George dropped dead he would 
not have been surprised. I must say the drink was new to all of us 
at that time. 


We had a neighbor named Cook, about a mile from our farm, and 
this man had twin sons who were young men and were so near alike we 
could not’ tell them apart. Besides they were both a bit queer. A 
eouple of ‘years before, when we were going to the village school, 
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the boys were given bicycles by their father. On our way home from 
school, we saw one of them on the road riding his bike. Of course, 
we stopped him to have a look at it and someone said they would like 
to have a ride on it. He said we could ride it but he would have 

to hold the handle bars. There must have been six of us girls and we 
took our turn sitting on the seat and working the pedals while the 
Cook boy held the handle bars and ran along side, guiding the wheel. 
So you can imagine the fun we had. 


Well time passed on. Dave Birks, the preacher's son came to the 
village. He was fond of Emma Laird, an orphan girl, who lived at 
Calbicks and did the work as the old folk were getting old and feeble. 
Emma was not very fond of Dave and insisted that Susie and I keep 
with her while Dave was around, so we would all walk in a group. 

Often a Cook boy would be walking home from service alone and we 
would call to him as he walked on the other side of the road. 


One day we were walking along and some of our crowd wondered 
just whether it was Thomas Henry or was it John Wesley, so we asked 
him his name as there was no way to tell them apart. He said, "Well, 
he had a cap and Thomas Henry had none. Oh, yes, Thomas Henry had a 
cap but he could not find it." So I said, "Now, John Wesley, if I 
was to marry you, I would never know just who I was living with." 
Everyone laughed. This talk back and forward had happened several 
times in the past few weeks when I made this last remark. 


As soon as we reached Calbicks, which was nearly half a mile 
from the village, we would drop the Cook young man and have nothing 
more to do with him. 


One Saturday, not long after I made this remark, Mother noticed 
Punkinhead Wilson going to the barn to see Father. We had so many 
Cooks in the county, the twins! father was nicknamed Punkinhead. 


At noon, Mother said, "I noticed Punkinhead Cook going to the barn. 
What did he want?" Father looked up at Susie and me with a twinkle in 
his eye. A moment or more passed before he answered. Finally he said, 
"T hate, girls, to spoil your fun but I think you had better cut out 
this nonsense with the Cook boys. Their father was down to see which 
of you girls was going to marry one of his sons as he wanted to deed 

over forty acres of land to which ever one it was." 


You should have heard the roar of laughter that went up. Mother 
laughed until the tears ran from her eyes. So -we had to cease. 


You may wonder why I have not been saying anything about your 
Aunt Susie's young men friends. Well, I do not know how it was but 
Susie would seldom allow a young man to see her home alone. I only 
know of her doing so on one occasion. 


I do not know whether she was not fond of the opposite sex or 
whether she thought we were above the class of young men we had around 
the village. I will admit we had quite a good opinion of ourselves. 

I do not know whether she was shy and did not want to undergo the 
teasing we had put Mary through. 


She not only dismissed young men who asked to walk with her, but 
would tell some of Mary's escorts that their company was not desired. 
So about the only times she walked with a young man was when I was 


-33- 


not? 


- ; * aie 
ott yous Hise 

ovad bivow et Jud JL. 

ow bis ality cu to xke . 

odd ol triw ey te eda, 10 

. Losin, sad ant WS ~obt . yatol, 


he 


ot of ems nos B'tedosstqg off) a 
te bevil odw .ixtg asdque a6 
ofdset bas bio aattteq etew Afe?) 
qooX I bas steud a 7 podeLant 
-quotg s at xisw [fs blyow oF 


beius ew o8 .yoleoW, aol, Jf e8wW to ¢uish senor Hh ast : 
Ifew" ,bise sh .txeqo asd? Thee oF yew on asw oF 6 omit Bid. mh 
8 ben yitoH eemondT .s3y qd is .'¢ arl on 
I tt .¥sleswW ariot ,wor ary } ) ioe £9 


; ae 
“ ‘F rian a) J 
ay ya ed P heip. 
gftm 8s Ifed yinrasn eew dotdw ,aHotdLso hedoagt, Bw, Sh 
anidton evsd bas mam BnvoY food odt qoxb blucw ow. 
A :) 
\ + 


beotton tedtoM .aitsmet eld? obem I.tetts anol torte; 
vanm oc bsd ow -terise% 998 ov mrad ont ov piae =e 
besdatiavd bemsatola saw tsdvel ‘entwd odd qygee 


avad edt o¢ anton dood bsectatdawt Deotton I" .bise stadto 
at sfheinst s attw om bas etase t6.gu poioot sides e f . 
poise sd viiantd ,besswans.an stolted Spare | to dnenten A. 
ftoge seit, 
ot - 98D 


jvo G5 ‘ce2jod bed voy, anidy I dud nil wey og 
dodiiw see of awob, eaw 1shFei stent? .eyod Woe AagL 
beach of betnsw of 86 etoe ef 1O Sho (urem oF ButeR Bats 
" eow tL eno teve doidw of basl Jo seroe: 
vodJomM .qu tnew Fads tovnuvesl to 18901 sdJ oi sed syibd piper - 
.9¢899 oF bed ew o@ .29y8 aed wow? nex oe d.9 1, 
+ 5 : 
quoy Jueds uildiyas yotyee aged Jon evad I sie: 
jud eaw tt wou woud ton ob I .LfeW .sebastst Gam aces 
¥fa0o I .shols omod t9m% 99250) Sm anuoy & WoLDS ino 
mokesovo 919 Hpsee 2 


19 XS¢ stteogqo sis ‘to bnoll Jon een ala Zoe + Piotapudire taps. 


DiWwors bs ow om gousoy to eeslo orld sveds stew OW BARU Ines , 
.24vige we Yo aotatqo booy 8 Stiup bed ow okebhe fhiw 7 Ma is 
sit oytebau oF Jasw Jon bhh ons. eile ese afte todd octw | aca | 


a hij * 
: é ‘ 


ud _ted dotw ALew of bsxes ostw nem, yavoy beze 
-boilesb Jon asw yasqaos told Jedd estgoeg 2) 
cow L nedW esw nen yawoy 6 oJlw bodiow Sie Ban. 


e 


ow i _ 
* 
~~ 
fe 


along. 


On one occasion when Emma was about to be driven home from 
church by a young man, she told Emma she could go to the shed, where 
the young man had gone for his horse and buggy, and tell him she wag 
not going to ride home with him she had changed her mind. But she 
never interfered with any young man who escorted me home. 


A mile and a quarter west of our house lived a poor old woman 
well along in years. Her son, who was badly crippled, lived with 
her. They lived in a log house and the good people of the neighbor- 
hood used to gather there one night in the week and hold 4 prayer 
meeting as they had no way of going to church. So the people from 
our line or concession, as we called our roads, and, the people from 
the eleventh concession would meet there and what a time they would 
have going and returning and sometimes in the meeting. 


On one occasion, the old lady mistook me for someone else, a 
relative or someone she was expecting to visit her and I was asked 
to stay all night with her. Of course, I was laughed at on the way 
home and all wondered how I was picked on as @ favorite of the old 
lady*s. 


One evening when the meeting was over, one of the eleventh con- 
cession boys was going to give Susie a dose of her own medicine, and 
had told all of his concession friends to watch him play a trick on 
susie. 


He was going to pretend he was going to accompany her home, and 
‘when they had walked a few rods to the corner, he would bid her good 
night and tell her he did not wish to accompany her any further. 


So when all were out of the house and we were striking off on 
our road, he stepped up to Susie and said he would like the pleasure 
of seeing her home. She told him she did not wish his company and 
then and there said good night. So he did not get the chance of even 
going to the corner. How this did amuse the eleventh concession boys. 
One of them told me later about the plan the fellow had. 


Just before I went to Clinton to work Mother said to me, "Seeing 
that you are going to be working every day I think you had better take 
a week off from home and go to Goderich and visit there.” So my cousin 
Susie Ford decided she would spend the week in Goderich with me. We 
made our headquarters at Uncle George Acheson's, but visited all the 
relations. 


We went by train from Holmesville, which was a flag station and 
there was no platform to use in getting on the train. Hoop skirts were 
worn this year and both Susie and I had on a pair. Susie said to me, 
"Now watch out when you take that high step on to the train step you 
don't trip with your hoop skirt. See you pick it up.” 


So the train came to a stop and I climbed aboard first without 
any trouble. The conductor came down from the coach and took my arm 
BSO-LE naa no difficulty. As I stood ready to enter the train door, I 
looked to see how Susie was coming and turned just in time to see her 
fall into the conductor's arms. She had forgotten her own skirts in 
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her anxiety to have me behave well. She was three years older than 
LI was and at that aye it means vaster knowledge. AONOANE 
; ; 19321 72 


We were well received at Auntie Ceorre's and met a nephew of 
hers, Lin Gordon. He was home from British Columbia to marry the 
girl of his choice of a few years before. but time had worked changes 
and his lady love had become enamoured with a young lawyer who had 
come to Goderich to practice law, and when Mr. Gordon arrived she de- 
cided the lawyer was more to her liking and told Mr. Gordon he could 
go back to British Columbia without her. So here were two young girls 
to take his mind off his sorrow. Susie had met him before he had fone 
to British Columbia as her brother worked in Goderich in Uncle's store 
and had brought this young man to his home different times. But it 
was my first meeting. He was of medium height, well built, quite 
nicesLoogking and the first refined. young man I had met. 


One day Susie, Gordon and I went down to the river, got into a 
row boat and went for a row. First, we rowed on the river, then on 
to the lake which was quite rough. I did the steering and sat in the 
stern with a rope in each hand and managed the rudder, and so faced 
Gordon. Susie sat in the bow and was as white as chalk because she 
had promised her mother she would not go out on the Jake and here we 
were going up and down. Such waves I had never seen before, and I 
was taking orders on which rope to pull so we would meet the waves 
squarely. 


When we down a@ wave we could not see Goderich Bank and it was 
over..a hundred. feet above the water. On our return by the river, At 
was flowing so swiftly we could not make it so had to land and pull 
“the. boat. around to quieter water and climb iin. 


My sister, amma, did not want. me to go to church because she could 
nome Lo, bed. €@L eieght.o'clock if J “went <o* “With her ce Pent co.iclock was 
eight o'clock and evenings when company was at the house, such as 
times when Mary's friends would be in and they would be singing, I 
Wola havento, £0500 beds ayou will idotice we began things earlier, 
neighbors and friends would come about seven o'clock and remain not 
later than ten o'clock, and many not so late, excepting when parties 
were on, then they would come early and stay late. 


I objected going; to bed so early when company was at the house 
and one New Year's eve some young people came to spend the evening 
and chat until the new year came in. So shortly after eight Emma 
said, "Bed time," and I went with her. While she was saying her 
prayers I hurried and put my night gown over all my clothes, except- 
ing my dress, took off my shoes and stockings and got into bed. she 
was soon asleep and I slipped out of bed, put on my dress, shoes and 
hose in the dark and quietly left the room and went downstairs and 
remained with the folks, who were busy shelling and eating beechnuts, 
until the New Year when we all wished each other a Happy New Year and 
they went home. 


I went back to bed and Emma never knew I was out for Sometime 
ait'ter., Some remark was made about the evenines and she learned J hid 
returned to the downstairs. 


’ The next time that she was afraid I would play the same trick on 
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her. She held my night gown in her hands so I could not get out of 
bed but I just slid out of the gown leaving it in her hands, and 
again came downstairs. After she learned of this she remained up 
and soon began to enjoy company in the evening. 


I have often thought of the amount of teasing Mary had to en- 
dure from us. I have known when a cousin would be visiting us from 
Goderich, we would go to church in the evening. Coming home, Mary 
would be a couple hundred feet ahead of us and we would roll stones 
so they would come near them. Some stones would pass near them and 
some further away, and we would keep it up for a mile. I do not re- 
member any striking their heels. The purpose was to keep them on 
edge. 


She never beat us up or told Mother about us or asked us to be- 
have. Perhaps she was enjoying it for when we did such things those 
young men never came with her again. Susie would say Mary would go 
with anything that wore pants, so if she was too kindhearted to turn 
them down she may have been glad to have assistance from her sisters. 


Father, for years, was pathmaster of our road for two miles or 
more. This job was looking after a certain section of road. We had 
a@ number of gravel pits in our section of the township, and farmers 
in place of paying for the care of roads in their taxes did the work 
themselves, such as a farmer would be down for six days road work, 
another would have two days, etc. The man with six days would bring 
his team, which equalled two days, and so he and his team would draw 
the gravel to the part of the road needing repair, while the men with 
two days would do the shovelling, either loading the loads with gravel 
or spreading it where unloaded. 


If the roads were blocked with snow and had to be opened, that 
counted on the road work. So in the winter, as Soon as a storm was 
over, Father would send us children out to tell the neighbors they 
were wanted on the roads to open them. 


We would don an old pair of Father's pants, tie a string around 
the ankles, and get through to the neighbors. Then the homes where 
Old people lived were visited to see if they were all right and had 
enough to eat until the roads were opened. 


A word now of one or two of my boy friends. Soon after I began 
to work in Clinton, a Homesville-.young man began seeing me home. He 
had his father's horse and buggy and drove me several times. Then one 
evening he stepped to my side to walk. I had decided I had been going 
with him enough so told him I did not wish his company. He turned to 
Susie and asked to walk with her. She consented but when they reached 
the house she told him she did not want this repeated as she did not 
care for his company. She told me what she had said and I said, 
"After letting him walk two miles with you, then tell him, and he had 
to walk two miles back?" She said, "I did not dismiss him before 
others as you did." 


It was only a few days after this took place when a neighbor, 
Mrs. Cook, who lived across the road, was over and told Mother she 
was sorry Susie would not keep company with Will Pickard for his 
grandfather, who was a close relation of hers, had told Will Pickard 
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that if he could marry either Susie or me he would give him an eighty 
acre farm half a mile from Holmesville, and free of debt as a weddiny 
gift. 


The same woman asked Mother not to object if another relation 
wanted to Keep company with Emma. I do not know much of Emma's young 
men friends except the young man she married. 


Susie did like a schoolmate when she was going to school but he 
and his people moved to the Canadian West. She was over a few years 
ago and told me that Joe Mallough sent word he was coming to visit 
her, but she was sending word back he could stay away. So she is 
still single, two years older than I am. 


One week evening John Mallough came down and took me home for 
the evening. He went to Calbick's for the night and I walked into 
town the next morning. A few days or a week or more passed by and 
I received a letter asking me to marry him. I was just eighteen. I 
wrote back and told him I considered myself far too young to marry 
any man. I wanted to see some of life before I settled down and I 
wanted a good time for a few years first. 


I was not long in getting an answer back and I received the call- 
ing down of my life. He had been engaged to marry a young woman when 
he had first met me and he had managed to break it off as he wanted to 
deal honorably with me. He went on to tell me what he thought of ie 
to want to have a good time before getting married. So that ended 
that romance. 


After George Calbick went to British Columbia, Tom Calbick came 
home from Brussels, where he had been working, and worked the farm ana 
cared for the old folks. He sometimes came to town to take me for a 
ride and on one occasion tried to get me to smoke a cigar. He lit 
one and urged me to try it, so I took it and took one or two puffs 
and handed it back stating, "I don't like it, it burns my tongue." 
That was the first and the last time I ever tried smoking although 
my girl chum Emma Laird smoked when she could. 


After I began earning more than my board, I began buying things 
for the folks at home. I wanted them to have all the games we played 
at our parties in town, such as target shooting, checkers (not the 
home-made ones), flinch cards, flip, ping pong and other games. What 
good times they had with those games when the young people came, both 
in winter and summer. When I was in Goderich I gave them a tennis 
set. 


We braided our own straw hats at home, for school and farm work, 
when we were children. In town, the millinery people bought braided 
straw by the yard and sewed it into shapes for hats and would make then. 
to suit different faces. One day, going along the street, I met the 
lame Miss Beasley and she said, "We have made a hat for you." I said, 
"I will be in to see it." When I went in at my suppertime, which was 
five o'clock, she said to the girls that walted on customers, "Don't 
say anything. Let her pick her own hat." There must have been frilty 
hats or more made up and trimmed. I walked around for a few minutes, 
then picked up a hat and they ali laughed. It was the hat made pur- 
posely for me. 
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Then they said, "Do you see anyone else's hat?" I picked hat 
after hat saying, "There is Mrs. So and So's and Mrs. So and So's," 
These women came out later with those hats. When I went to Goderich, 
I would write to the Clinton milliner to send me a hat and tell her 
what I wanted it for. I bought one hat in Goderich and wore it only 
a couple of times. But in Goderich I had a dressmaker. I would take 
goods to her and say make me a dress, and walk out for she had my 
measurements and my dress always pleased me. 


There were times I would have liked to have left the store, not 
but that I liked my work better than anything else, especially better 
than teaching, but I wanted to see more of the world and I wanted to 
learn housework so if the time ever came when I would have a home of 
my own I would know how to do things. But I would have hurt my 
mother's feelings so badly I refrained from doing so. I wanted to 
have two or three girls go to some city and work; then, after a few 
months, go to another city, and in this way we would see things and 
learn, but no girl would join in with me. So I remained in the store 
and have seen and learned a lot since I married. 


Housework was considered a very low job in town. No respectable 
girl would do it if it could be helped. Of course, we helped our 
neighbors for awhile but took no pay. Why service, as it was called, 
was considered so degrading I never could make out, for to me honest 
work was respectable. 


The town of Clinton put on a@ home-coming some years ago and Doctor 
and I went over to visit Susie and attend the doings. Susie and I were 
walking along the street one afternoon and ahead of us were two men 
Standing talking. Susie said, "When we reach those men stop and speak 
to the one nearest us. He is one of the Thompson men." 


On reaching them we stopped and spoke to the Thompson man and the 
other man said, "Do I know those women?" Mr. Thompson said, "I do not 
know." I spoke up and said, "We were the Acheson girls." He said, 

"T was once hired with a farmer named Acheson. My name is Taylor." 

I said, "It was Father and I remember you being at our place." 
"And I remember you girls. Since those days, I have travelled over 
most of Canada and the United States. I am married, have children 

of my own and grandchildren, but I have never met anything or anybody 
that would compare with you girls." I said, "Why. What did we do?" 
He said, "What did you do? What didn't you do?" I asked to hear 
some of the things for I didn't know we were anything unusual. He 
stated it would be easier telling the things we did not do, but con- 
tinued that there was one time we nearly got him. He said, "You 
Gressed up as foreign missionaries and came to me to collect money for 
the heathen and you pretty near fooled me." 


This talk of the hired man reminds me of the tricks we would play 
on the hired men's beds. We would put all kinds of things in their 
beds so they never knew what to expect, burs, thistles, toads, barley 
and different bugs. We would put the sheet on double and when he got 
in could not put his feet down without rising and fixing the sheet. 

We did everything we could think of, even taking out the slats so 
when he got in the bed would fall. They would sleep on the floor 
when this happened and we had to fix the bed up next day. 


Of course, we did not play a trick regularly, but would wait until 


-~38- 


He said, 


— 


— —— 


bisa si t sgosit to ta anied voy qedmomet L bas tedvet esy, aL 


ewer brs tad 8. 
yiae If stow boa do 
eis? pivow I .todaness 
ya Ded ote tot 30 


jon ,stotea ond ciel evad 
yoisad ylieloeqes ,o8l9 
ot bevnsw I bas bisow 


wet p totts ,aedt pitow Bas te to SRO8 oo 0p citte. so% 

bis sarbis S02 bilow ow yaw & at ove Lo. serion 

stete ot al bentsmot Ion .am cigiw mb atol, Diegwes E 
_pefrram I eontn gol 8 DS: 


eldsetosqset of Hot nr dot wot yisv 6 parobtades: saw drow 
io poqied ov ,saTNoO9 40.6 boqied sd piso 2% tt tE OD 
heliso saw vi aS ,sotvase YAW ~ eed On she ak | 

ssunod sa oF tO? . INO aisam bEvoo seved t 


93900 bas o98 BTSeyY Smoe gnimos~emon & AO Ress | 
araw I brs siev2 .enatop wig protis bie slesex 
nonm owt Siew ey to feeds bras moontests shox 
7Ssqe@ bis dose Mon seeds dosst OW gaiW" ,bhae s ue 8 {i ; 3 
" oat qosanat? sit 1o sno Bf of .fs deotsen oo. efld ot 


a * 5 
ei? bas nam cosqmodT ed? o3 stode Das baqqota sw medd getdoset, a0. 
ton ob I" . dbase moeqmedT ~1h Ncronon oeadt wort E od" .bise 8a todtso 

bisa sh ".sktha noeonoA ent otow sw" .bise bas qu stogea L oe 

o soiyst ef ons yh “noeenol bavan temrst B Ae ‘pottd sono | 


sao belleovets eve tL .8¥59 etois sont abate soy TIdMoMmST - 
patbitdo eved .bokvism ms L .astese betta bas —, 

ebodyns ‘to goiddyas tom, toven ovat 1 tud ,csabiisobaasa wo 
\eoh ow bib cadW . wil” .bisea J " efuig voy. adbw stsamoo. bt 

qnaf-ot being I “Sob soy I*aBkb jsiW fob Boy SLR ged R 

at .isveuny gniddyas stow OW wordt t'abkbh Let spi tert ott 0. 

-too tud .ob Jon D&D ow emaidd eid antiies notewa 9¢ bivow If E tate 
vot" .biss sH mba tos vitasa ow emis of0 BeY tedt bevats 

ao% yonom tosiioo of sm oF emeo fire golisnoteatm «ges | agetb 

"em befool 69 1G BSY 


yaia BSluow OW awotnt giz to om ebritmot nam pstke or 
sterid nt eaatdt to abot fia. sug. biuow + 


yairad ,absos ,soliebsid amd .J99qxe OF FF 
jog od asiw bas siduob no seare oifd a 2 


~teerta od gatxti a Jog ‘3 

28 tai one queie, bivow vad lah biuow Bede 

.yab txea qu bed ois xbt oF bad ow bas ber 

Lijnuy shew bivow tud ,yiseinges Wola 6 ysl ton bte sw 
«8€- ae San : lige i, P 


vi 7 
' C 7 7 
Pe 7 : a ye - rts ~~ ns be ) ° 
Fit eo F . - ~—— 7 ae 
Pe . = j og = i 
> i es - 


the hired man thought we had quit, then we would do something else, 
thus making life interesting. 


I must tell you of the sickness in our home. I have told you 
of Mary having scarlet fever. Emma and I had whooping cough when 
we were building the new house, and we were the only ones that haa 
it at this time. What a good time I had, staying; home from school 
and watching the carpenters work. I seldom coughed in the daytime 
until I began to eat. Then I had to leave the table and go outdoors 
and vomit what I had eaten. But at night I would cough. We slept 
in a crib in Mother's room and I would rise in my sleep, spit into 
a basin at the head of the bed on the floor, and lie down again. 
But when Emma began to cough, someone had.to rise and help her. 


Later on we had measles. Emma came home with them and would 
not go to bea but sat in a rocking chair in the kitchen with a quilt 
around her. Then the rest of us came down with them and we all went 
to bed.: I slept with Mary. Susie took my bed. I.was not sick so 
would keep busy getting out of bed and taking a mirror to the others 
to let them see how they looked. 


During the time we had measles we could not drink water. It 
was not good for us,.but by the side of the bed was kept a cup of 
saffron tea that we had to drink when thirsty. It did not taste 
good. 


Then we had mumps. I rode in a buggy with a young man who was 
just getting over them. I was the only one who had them, and being 
Summertime I lay under a tree on the lawn most of the day. The next 
year Emma came down with them and all the rest of the family took 

“them, even Father, and what a sight he was with his swollen face and 
his whiskers sticking out. 


Some years later George came down with pneumonia. He had been to 
a threshing and hurried, on foot, to the river a mile away to get 
washed off. The doctor thought he would have to be operated on and 
told the family so. They were all so upset over it he could not but 
notice their faces as they came into the room. Finally he asked what 
was going on and was told he was: to be operated on the next day. He 
said, "Ts that all that ails you?" He turned over and went to Sleep. 
The next day, when the doctor came, his temperature was normal. 


This was the second time a doctor was needed in our home during 
the forty years Father and Mother were married. Once before Father 
called one in when George was small. He had croup and Uncle John had 
lost a son with croup some years before, and George being the only 
boy in the family Father hurried for the doctor. He was better when 
he arrived. 


The next time a doctor was needed for the family was when Father 
had his last sickness. No doctor was called in when we were born. Jus} 
a neighbor woman came in tor us six children. 


We children used to fear anything happening, to Mother and that 
Father would marry again. I remember different times we would warn 
Father if anything happened and he brought another woman into the 
house, we would make it interesting for her and she would surely 
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believe in a Hell on earth, but we never thought of Father going 
and Mother getting another man to come into the home. Well, they 
were both spared to us until Father was seventy-six and Mother out- 
lived him. She was eighty-two when she passed on. 


I want to tell you about the building of our home. The family 
was getting a little large for the house room we had. Father de- 
cided to pull down the kitchen and summer kitchen, which was a wood 
shed in the wintertime. I was about nine years of age when the 
addition was put up, or as we used to say, when the big house was 
built. 


Father moved the front room of the old house back apiece, and 
turned it partly around, on to a foundation he had built himself. 
The front door that had faced west was moved to face north and this 
room was to be the kitchen. The two bedrooms were still to be used 
for sleeping in until the new part was up, then one room was changed 
into a wash room and cloakroom and the other was for the hired man, 
until we no longer needed one, when it was used for a storeroom. Be- 
hind was the summer kitchen, work shop and wood shed. 


I well remember when the house was being turned. It was up on 
rollers and horses pulled it around slowly. A couple of men moved 
the rollers as needed. One night the wind began to blow and about 
ten o'clock it was quite a gale. Father had gone out earlier in the 
evening and put big poles against the house to keep it from moving off 
the rollers. As the wind blew stronger, he began to think it would 
not be wise to spend the night in the house, but all would go to the 
barn. 


Emma and I used to sleep in a crib in the same room with Father 
and Mother, the room which was later a wash room. Mother came in and 
woke uS up, saying we were going to the barn, and she began to dress 
Emma. No one was paying any attention to me and being awfully sleepy, 
I climbed back into the crib and fell asleep immediately only to be 
aroused quite roughly and asked if I wanted to stay in the house and 
have it fall. 


So we went to the barn. Father threw some hay or straw on the 
floor. Quilts and other bedding we carried from the house were spread 
on the hay and all lay down in one big bed. Father had his gun with 
him and kept it by his side. I never could figure out why he had to 
have it for how were we more likely to be molested in the barn than 
in the house. The barn doors were barred on the inside. Of course, 
the house doors were all bolted on the inside but all a person had to 
do was raise a window to get into the house. 


I was not long getting to sleep in my new bed and when morning 
came the house was still on the rollers. By night the men had the 
house on its foundation. That was the first and only time I slept in 
the barn. 


Now the work for the new part had to be done. A cellar had to be 
dug, and the stones gathered for the walls and partition. These stones 
were brought from the stone piles in the fields and hauled on a stone 
boat, which is similar to a heavy hand sled, only large enough to 
hitch horses to it. 
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Large stones were split ard those that would not break up 
with the sledge, had fires put around them and kerosene poured 
over them, so they would heat quickly and split. So one might 
Say our house cellar walls were cut stone. Father did all this 
work himself, or with the help of a hired man. 


All the planed lumber was hauled from Goderich, twelve 
miles away. Day after day Father hauled lumber with horses and 
wagon. One load a day. The rougher lumber such as sills, 
Studding, and siding, he had made at the mill from trees on our 
farm. 


All the lumber was what was called green and it had to be 
dried. So it was piled in the yard in the form of triangles 
about ten feet high. ‘These lumber piles were wonderful play 
houses for us youngsters and we moved our store from the root 
house near the barn to those lumber piles. 


Two carpenters from Bayfield came to build the house. Oh, 
what a time I had watching them work. All the houses around our 
part of the country had a closed in stairway and of course Father 
was going to follow the custom, but the two carpenters wanted 
an open stairway with a railing and they locked horns over it. 
The: two.carpenters,. went on a@&. sit, down.strike, the first I had 
heard of and the only one heard of for many years. They sat on 
the topvof the. kitchen roof whittling and all day they sat. there 
excepting when meal time came. They declared they would sit 
there until Father gave in. 

Finally Father said, "Come down and go to work," and down 
they came and when the house was finished Father was a very 
happy man and so glad he had yielded to them, for we had a 
beautiful stairway and all were very proud of the hall and stairs. 


The hall was about eight feet or more wide. The stairway 
began well back and had a short lift and wide steps. After you 
climbed twelve steps there was a square landing, then three steps, 
another square landing: and three more steps. So many stairways, 
when they have a curve, have small narrow steps at one end but 
having the square landings, there was no danger of falling. The 
railing had to curve around and as no mill could make it, the 
carpenters whittled the curve by hand. 


Upstairs was a wide hall right through and four good sized 
bed rooms opening off this hall. 


The room Emma and I slept in was the only room with a closet, 
and a stove pipe came up through this room as well as the guest 
chamber. Mary and Susie slept in the first room after ascending 
the stairs. The next was the spare room. Across the hall was 
Father's and Mother's room and George slept in a crib in this 
room. The bedroom downstairs was not finished until George was 
getting too large for the crib. Then Father and Mother went down 
Stairs and the crib was used for extra bedding. 


Father and Mother used this ‘room until Father passed on, 
when Mother went back to her old bedroom. Georze took the first 
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room, the one Mary and Susie used to use, and Susie took the one 
I used to sleep in. They were the only ones at home at this time, 


The house was well furnished for a farm house in those days, 


There was fancy moulding around the doors and windows. The 
wood was all painted in the upstairs and Father had quite an ex- 
pert painter and decorator. Mr. Wood and his son, from Bayfield, 
did the work. The downstairs was all grained by hand. That is, 
it was painted a light color then with a dark color and a cloth 
was used to wipe off the dark paint to make it look like the grain 
of the wood. It was an artists job. 


The dining room had three foot wainscoting around it, not a 
plain board, but fancy panelling. This was grained too and must 
have been varnished as it had a very fine finish, for it lasted 
well. I do not remember the folk ever doing anything to it. 


The front door was so nice. I watched the older man work on 
it, then stand back and look at it. He had my Father's name on 
the outside of the door. Not conspicuous like a painted name, but 
blended as if it was the natural grain of the wood. When he had 
finished it, he called Father to see it. 


The house cost $700.00 for the front part. Father painted 
the outside of the house himself. 


He had one peculiar shortcoming. He loved to begin a job, 
- but found it hard to finish it. So in painting the new part of 
the house, the first coat went on well, but about half way down 
the back it was not painted. An apple tree was quite close to 
the house and may have made it hard to get at. This remaining 
half of the back of the house did without paint. The second 
coat was put on the three sides, but the back got none and that 
part of this back was never painted, to my knowledge, excepting 
my brother did it when the house was re-painted,. 


Writing this reminds me of one time I was home for a vaca- 
tion and he was going to drive to Clinton, so I went along. AS 
I was about to get into the buggy I noticed the horse. He had 
‘been giving the horse a spring clipping, as was done when the 
hair was falling off in the spring. I saw one Side clipped and 
the other not. So I said, "Are you going to town with a horse 
like that?" For the side that was clipped was a different shade. 
He said, "Yes. What difference? When you look at one side, you 
can't see the other side so who will notice it." 


He would start building a fence and perhaps never get the 
gate on or some such thing. But he had a lot to do, and once 
you leave a job, it is hard to go back and finish it, 


When the house was finished, the ground had to be fixed up. 
Father did his own landscaping and made a nice attractive place. 


The house was about two hundred and fifty feet or more from 
the road or concession. AS we were on a corner, the side road 
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was about one hundred or more feet from the house. So we had 
quite a large lawn. As the pround was low, Father filled in 
a depth of nearly three feet and put an underrround drain all 
the way across so the water would drain from the side road, 


In place of an orchard or garden in front of the house, as 
so many farmers had, we had a number of evergreen trees and 
peony and rose bushes scattered about. For a few years we had a 
small vegetable garden along the fence by the side road, but 
later it was seeded to grass and the garden was planted near the 
barn. On this seeded grass we had our tennis court, and behind 
the tennis court, we had our croquet ground. This latter was 
near the house. 


From the house to the road, we had a nice wide sravel walk, 
but it was not straight. It was in the shape of a heart. The 
gravel walk was between four and five feet wide except in front 
of the house, it was wider. This walk was used very little as 
most. people drove’ and came ‘to the house by the Side road. “So 
grass grew up in the gravel and had to be taken out. We would 
all get out with knives or something that would dir out the 
grass without disturbing the’ gravel very much. “We could’ not put 
Sait on it for ‘Tear’ or ‘killing’ theeverrreen trees. 


Country homes, at that time, were not fixed up and we were 
very proud of our place, Indeed it was the show place for miles 
around, and being four miles from Clinton, a preat deal of 
traffic’ came past, of Clinton people who came out to see a 
farm home as nice as most town homes. 


We had no lawn mower for a few years, and Father would cut 
tie Brass* with a scythe. He always did this on his knees, 
bectuceriescould peteatcloser icutcoin that position. «tb widhl: be 
harvawuare vou chisdrensro believe this, vbut it is true. He took 
a great deal of pleasure in our lawn. 


Then we bought a lawn mower and after a few years Father 
fixed up something so a horse cqulid be used to draw the mower. 
- The horse's feet were wrapped with burlap to keep from punching 
holes in the sod. 


Some years after the house was built, the barn was enlarged 
as more land was being put into crops. The barn was raised and 
the horses and cows were housed under the barn, a pood stone 
foundation having, been put under the barn. Father asked the 
carpenters to use their level and see if the spring, half way 
back unsasfield;,could be piped»to the barn. Theyfound, the 
spring level with the floor, so the water was soon pined into 
the stalls and no more had the stock to be driven to the creek 
or water pumped. 


We children had to take the cattle to a creck over a 
quarter of a mile away, twice a day, if they were pnaSturinrv in 
certain fields and could not fret to the springs. '‘'I'hey could 
have gone alone, but just beyond the creek was the railroad 
track and they were liable to get on it. We kept this up sprains 
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and summer until the crops were off and they had free run of 
the farm. 


Our house was up a year or two and we were using a sheet 
iron stove in the hall, with a pipe with a "T" elbow so a pipe 
could go through the dining room and up through my bedroom and 
another pipe go through the parlor and up through the guest 
room. 


Then a new minister came to the village, after we had the 
new church built, and he asked the board to let him have some 
brick from the old church to put a furnace under the parsonage. 
He would do the work himself. Father was interested and learned 
how he did it. He bought some of the old brick and built one 
in our cellar, doing the work himself. He bought an old box 
stove. from the printing press people in Clinton for two dollars. 


He was a little shy about putting in the registers, and 
as Dan Calbick was keeping company with Mary, and working at 
cabinet making, Father asked him to cut the holes. D&an was not 
accustomed to using any tool but the proper one, so he promised 
the next time he came he would bring his tools along. But 
when he came the registers were in. Father had used a saw, 
brace and bit, and an axe. 


The entire furnace cost eighteen dollars and did good work 
for thirty years or more. The door of the stove was eighteen 
inches square and Susie used to say, "If we could get a stick 
of wood through the cellar window we can get it into the stove." 
The only cost through the years was replacing the pipes once 
or twice. 
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Schooling 


In Canada, where I was born and reared, a child was not 
Supposed to be ready for school until he or she was seven years 
old, especially if you lived in the country and had some dis- 
tance to go. I do not say there was a law to that effect, but 
I do not know of a child going to school before that age, that 
had & mite or more to go. 


We did not attend the school in the district we lived in. 
It being a small country school and we were the same distance 
from this school as we were from the village school and we did 
not know the children going to our own school whereas we went to 
church in the village and all our neighbors children went to the 
village school. Also the teacher was considered more capable 
than in the country school so Father sent us there. 


Our farm was on the corner farthest from the country school 
and across the road in all three corners, the farmers were be- 
longing to the village school. 


For years there was no trouble about our going to the 
village school, but when the number of pupils reached ninety, 
under one teacher, the school was crowded, and the trustees 
Gecided Father had to pay tuition or have land in the school 
district. So for some years Father rented an acre of land from 
his brother, who lived two miles the other side of the village. 


For years he worked this acre of land faithfully. Then 
more complaints were made so he paid tuition, which was not very 
much. Then he bought another farm which was in the village dis- 
trict. 


We had two miles to walk to school but we had plenty of 
company, as all our neighbors had good sized families, and from 
every house along the road children joined us, until about 
twenty five or more were in our crowd. 


I was seven years old in April and in August I began school. 
I had learned to do a little school work at home and had learned 
some of the verses in the first reader. 


I will tell you something of the school. It was what we 
called a rough cast building, that is, the outside was made of 
sand, gravel, and plaster and was rough in appearance. We did 
not have cement in those days, but it was much like cement in 
looks and touch. To make it look like a cut stone building it 
was marked in about foot squares, and in these markingswe would 
sharpen our slate pencils, for we always used slates and pencils. 


The school was built near the road, with a closed entrance, 
where we hung our hats and coats. Many left their dinner bags 
there, others kept their dinner bags in their desks. The boys 
used one side of this entrance, the girls the other side. 


In the school, which was one room, there were five rows of 
seats. Four rows were the full length of the room, one was 
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only half the length of the room. In the remainine half was 

a box stove and wood box. ‘Those who had to sit near the stove 
in the cold weather were too hot while those away from it were 
not warm enough. 


Ninety pupils attended this school, only one room, only 
one teacher to teach all those boys and girls, from berinners 
in the first prade to those in the eigth grade. We did not 
call the difference classes mrades, but we spoke of being in 
the first reader, second reader, third reader, and fourth 
reader. Of course we had junior and senior classes of each 
reader, which would equal the eight grades in the American 
schools, 


In the spring and fall we did not have so many pupils, as 
the larger ones had to help on the farms, but came back for 
the winter. So we had a number from sixteen to eighteen years 
of age and it took a husky teacher to handle them. 


The teacher kept order with the help of a rawhide strap 
and a stick, and drilled us in knowledge and I must say they 
did a good job at both. 


The boys carried in the wood and kept the fire going, and 
as soon as school was out, the girls did the sweeping. Three 
or four of the larger girls had their regular evening to do 
the sweenving, while the boys cleaned off the-blackboard and 
brought in the kindling for the morning fire. The teacher put 
on the fire in the morning so we had no paid janitor. 


In the winter time the ink would freeze in the ink bottles 
and had to be thawed out. To do this, the boys put the bottles 
on the stove top, and some of the corks were put in fairly 
tight, on purpose. As the ink grew hot and began to boil, the 
corks would be blown out and most of the ink would follow, 
often it reached the ceiling of the room, 


We sat two ina seat, and the smaller children often had 
to sit three in @ seat, when the room was full, in the winter 
time. All the children had to remain until four o'clock, from 
nine in the morning. 


The second teacher I had, Mr. Duff, began to punish those 
who were late for school by locking the school door when school 
was called at nine o'clock in the morning, and not opening it 
until recess time. If you have to hang around for an hour and 
a half on a cold morning, you put forth an effort to be on time. 
But when so many had to walk two miles, there were days it took 
longer to go such as when the roads were drifted. 


This shutting the door kept up until the parents of some 
of the children made complaints to the trustees, so they gave 
orders for the door to be kept unlocked, and use some other 
form of punishment for late arrivals. 
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Some had to remain in at recess or stand on the platform 
facing the wall. ‘hen for other punishment there was the strap, 
which we called the cat of nine tails. It was a leather strap 
about an inch and a half or two inches wide and was cut into 
strips Tor-about a foot and a half. The rest of the strap, 
about six or more inches was left whole, and this part the 
teacher held. The balance was brourht down on the hand or 
back of the pupil. 


Sometimes the ends would wran around the hard and blisters 
would form, or red welts, depending on how tender the skin was. 


One bir strapping fellow was called to the nlatiorm for 
a flogging one day and on being told to hold out his nand, he 
did so but spit on his hands first. All the pupils laughed 
and so did the teacher. Whether the wet palm made the sting 
ofiitherstrap ‘less severe om notel cannot, say. 


My next teacher was Mr. Connolly. He was six feet six 
inches in height and weighed about two hundred nounds. He had 
no whiskers, no eye lashes, no eye brows, and no hair on his 
head, so he wore a wig. This wir was not the kind you can 
purchase now, but was made of imitation hair or animal skin 
and was quite easy to detect. He was an orphan bov brought 
up by a farmers, near Goderich, named Cox. This man Cox had 
raised two other orphans in his home besides his own five 
children. 


When wr cConnolly entered «the ischool,for,the first time, 
we were all in our seats. My sister Susie turned her head 
and aS soon as She saw him said, to her seat mate, "Here comes 
long legeed balidy." All the time he was in the school he 
went by "Baldy", but not to his face. 


He Was quite severe, but I managed to eat my dinner in 
school tdaycafiter tdayoforhastong timehielpsat im«tthe first 
seat. The classes had to come up to the front and stand up 
while theychad=their:lessontsessions. Just before dinner it 
-was the Senior class of the fourth reader, that’ was up for 
their lesson, and if the teacher sat during the rehearsing, 
I was hidden from him. His oldest dauvhter sat with me and 
I would share my dinner with her ana she would brine lunch, 
for the afternoon, which we would e&t during school hours. 


This iteachers:Mre Connolly, was a great instructor. We 
learned a great deal and we learned thoroughly. We stood in 
class, a chalk line was drawn along the floor where the 
classes stood, between the front seats and the low platform 
where the teacher had his desk and chair. We stocd with our 
toes touching the chalk lire. We had to stand erect with 
shoulders back and head up, and if we had no book or slate 
‘in our hands, our hands were at our sides. 


If our lesson was history, he asked questions, nd only 
on the lesson for that day but would review,such as what hap- 
pened on such and such a date, or what king ruled on such a 
date, or what battle was fought on such a date and 80 On, 
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If you did not answer immediately, the question was passed 
to the next one and if the answer was correct, that pupil 
went ahead of the one that missed. 


For reading, we faced around and the teacher would go 
to the back of the room. Each one in the class had to read, 
holding the book with one hand, the other hand at the side, 
and we had to read loud enough for him to hear us distinctly. 


The whole school had penmanship at the same time. The 
teacher would walk up and down the aisles, with a long ruler 
in his hand and if your first finger was not in the right 
position, the ruler was brought down on the cocked up knuckle, 
We wrote in copy books. These books had a copy at the top 
of the page and we had to try and write like the copy. During 
this period the room was so quiet you could hear the clock 
ticking. 


Every morning, recess, and noon when the bell rang to 
return to the room, we all had to line up alongside the 
school, the boys in one row, the girls in the other, and we 
went through some arm exercises and deep breathing. Then 
the bell would be tapped and the girls walked into the school, 
one after the other, then the boys followed in the same way. 


Then about half way between the opening of school and 
recess, and between recess and noon and twice in the afternoon, 
the bell would be tapped and we all stopped work. The bell 
would be tapped again and we stood up and stepped into the 
aisle. Then we raised our hands over our heads, extended 
them and again raised them over our heads. This was done two 
or three times and some deep breaths were taken, when we 
were told to sit down again and resume our lessons. 


At recess, two or three of the big boys raised the win- 
dows on each side of the school room and everyone was expected 
vO *Z0 Out ‘doors'all ‘recess ‘time’. 


When school was dismissed, the bell was tapped, the first 
bell was to put away our books and get the desks cleared. 
‘Then the bell was tapped again and we all stood up, the next 
tap we stepped into the aisle, the next tap we turned facing 
the door. When there was another tap, a certain row of pupils 
walked out, then another tap and another row walked out and 
s0 on until all were dismissed. 


On Friday afternoon, the regular school routine was 
abandoned and we started off with a contest in spelling. Two 
leaders were chosen, and one stood on each side of the room, 
as they chose their sides, the pupils took their places along- 
Side the leaders until the whole school was in two lines on 
opposite sides of the room. Then the spelling beran, and as 
we missed we sat down until all were spelled down but one, 
who was the winner. 


-48- 


— 


: =) " a i | A 
op bisow titonst ' ‘i | 
bget of bert sasis ae E ono toed of 

~abte sfd 25 basd * st? Ons 8M 
uitoatvekb ew al a i 
ont. ontks oma odd ot 
we aol s ddiw eae: 
Sid aE son ef 
aigemel qu betes eft f 
got ot 38 Tqoo 5 
qnkwd .yqos Sit ats tw 
stools srt T8090 a att 


é 


ot nast fied edt asriw poor bas cannes 
eit sbteanocks qu aakf of bad ffs + 

ow Bes ,‘toneo an! rt a. ‘ort WOOL ‘SANG 
noi? snthidsead Gaob bas asalonox9 ; Ee 
foorse oat odmb beilaw eiaty ods bos (Bi 
Yaw onse sit at bewol fot exod odd rs 


bas Loofoe to acukasgo ond nsows od gee, LBd tio 


moostied 1s env af sotwt pis aoont hrs &&5oS% f 


fied sit tow baqqosve Lis aw 06 Peis 
sid o@nt beqasde Bos qu boolZ. Sv One TRB 

behrretxe .absed to s9v0 ebmsd 180 DRE 

ows saob eaow afi? ~éb8Si uo ~avo mod? SRE 

aw wetw .tated sipweedssotd as9b omoe Beat: 

_edoaael so Smifaor Ons afBas cwod tt 


-ptw of? beeksr avod atd»oda to ssidts TO gene 
bavoouxs ciw Snoyisve His oor foedse sha To 
ob’ B@9ost apie: 


tert? oft opeqass esw ted ens -boweimakb. perce 
.bansels exeob sad Jos. bA5 ‘ ailood 

dxert add .au boota Lf5 ew bas ntenge t 
antost best ord ow gst axon 307 alate & 
eftayg to wor atsas1oo Ss ~q83 ‘tontous am 8 
bis tuo beallaw wot roAPOns bas pager 
bse 

anw aaksyet Lnonoe pacnaes dei 

owt « antiisga rik hey s pe 


«moot st ‘to shta dose (at ane ano eames 
Sa ight n+ pir oS 1 una, ahead weghle nig Ao, i ie + 3 obte 
es bus ,mensd natlie ce at age ‘aot of} Tov aebke. ef! aoc 
.2ao dud awob peLlae 2 8 ou Lis ‘Hisau wp 386 ew bs uy 


Then beran sinpeins; and we had instruction in notes and 
readins of music, and the singing of songs. After this was 
carried on for some time, we were taurht first aid work. We 
also learned about the bones, how many in different parts of' 
the body, and the he rave us health talks. 


All this was not on the list of studies, but he gave it 
of his own accord. I have been surprised, many times, how 
much we learned that was not taught in other schools. 


Our teachers always played with the boys at recess. 
Mr. Connolly was running while playing ball one day and the 
breeze was blowing quite stronge and blew his wir off. We did 
not dare laugh but he did look funny. 


Mr. Connolly was offered a position in the Clinton Grade 
School as head teacher, so we lost a food instructor. The 
next teacher was a Mr. Lawrence. He began there in August, as 
our school year was from the middle of August until the first 
of July. 


Another girl and I passed the entrance examination to 
High School. This seems a very small affair but we were the 
first girls from the village school to take the examination 
and I believe the first girls in Goderich Township to pass 
the entrance examination. We continued on in the villare 
school for the rest of the year. Mr. Lawrence used his spare 
moments to instruct us in algebra, geometry, and advanced 
arithmetic. The school was not as large at this time and so 
there was some time to spare for us. 


The examinations to enter Hifrh School took place the 
end of the school year in June and just before the Christmas 
holidays. To try this examination, I had to go to Clinton 
to the grade school. Father drove me with the sleigh. If 
you can imagine a country girl of fourteen years, who had 
never been to town but once or twice, having to go into a 
strange building all alone, everyone strangers, and that girl 
shy and sensative, you can understand how I felt. To make 
things worse, we were late. School had been called when I 
arrayed, so I had to enter the room and face the crowd. I 
chanced to get into the right room and a woman teacher came 
to me, helped me off with my coat and cap, took me to a seat, 
and fave me my papers. 


Two days we wrote on this examination, from elght o'clock 
A.M. to four in the afternoon with an hour off at noon. The 
second day was not so bad, I was on time and knew what to do. 
I walked home the four miles, each day, after I had rinished 
the papers tor that day. 


We received no certificates. No fuss was made over us. 
The only way we knew we had passed the examination was seeing 
our names in the paper a month or six weeks alter we had 
written. 
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In Canada, the whole province used the same books so 
all the subjects were taken up in our villare school durinr the 
year. Arithmetic, Canadian History, English History, Grammar, 
Composition, Georraphy, Spelling, Penmanship, Reading, Mental 
Arithmetic, and I do not remember what else. 


When I beran school about twenty-five or more were going 
from our road, but when I finished the village school, there 
were not more than six from the same territory. The other 
roads had similar decreases in school ave children which 
accounted for the teacher having time to give us instruction 
in advanced work. 


Before I pass on to my high school days, I must report 
on some of the outdoor activities or amusements we had while 
attending the villape school. 


We had a good deal of fun on the road going to and from 
school. It took us about three quarters of an hour to po to 
school, having two miles to walk, but it often took us two 
hours to get home, especially in the winter time because we 
had to snowball every occupant of the sleighs and cutters we 
would meet. 


As soon as we saw horses top a hill, for the road was 
quite hilly, we got our snow balls ready, and as soon as the 
driver was quite close we would all throw our snowballs. The 
driver would apply the whip to the horse or horses when he 
drew near us and we would throw the snowballs as they sped 
past us. 


Our minister had a brother attending High School. He 
walked from the village to Clinton and back morning and night, 
a distance of five miles or more each way. When we met on the 
road, the boys would join with him and we would have a battle 
Snowballing. The boys against the girls. 


Stormy days Father would drive us to school or come for 
us or sometimes both, and when he did he would gather all the 
neighbor children and pick up all the boys and girls on the 
road. 


So often, when we were coming home from school, a sleigh 
would be turning down our concession, and if we were within 
five minutes walk from the corner, they would stop and wait 
until we reached them. If a cutter or buggy was passing us 
on the road and had any room for an extra passenger or two, 
they would stop and say, "I can give a lift to one, two, or 
more,' depending on their load, and always the smaller children 
were helped into the conveyance by the older children. The 
larger boys or girls never climbed in and left the younger 
ones to walk. 


Then so many would stop at the school near closing time 
and take all the children poing their way. On stormy days 
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some from the dift'ferent roads would come for their children 
and take others along until I have seen the school almost 
emptied, excepting the villape children, before time to let 
the school out. 


When one thinks of those kindly acts one cannot but 
have a warm feelings for those men who had to struggle so hard 
to clear the land and keep their families, yet took time to 
care for others as well as their own. 


When going to the village school, we usually walked the 
railroad track, as it shortened the way a little, and would 
return home by the road. 


Often in the morning, the section men would be taking a 
run over the track and they would stop and take us all on the 
hand car. We would help work the car by pushing on the handles 
with them. 


The rallrodad’ ran through’ rolling country°anaeforshalf 
mile of the way there were high banks on each side of the 
tracks, where the earth had to be removed to make the track 
level, then for another half mile the road bed had to be 
PitJe0 10.. —‘inese pave usewonderrul’ piace se to's lidenin® the 
winter time. The Snow would be deep and crusted so we could 
walk on it, and we would hunker down and slide down the banks. 


It was’ great fun, after a snow storm, to stand near the 
track when the snow plow came along to clear the track. The 
snow plow was a big thing fastened to the railroad engine: and 
We would dare each other to stand near the track when it came 
@long. We certainly fot a good snowballing and sometimes 
would be nearly buried in snow. 


Then on the road we had pitch holes. The rail fences 
along the sides of the road were the snake fences and when 
the wind blew, the snow would fill the roads and it would be 
in ridges. Then the sleighs would pack the snow and the low 
places between the ridges would be deepened. How the horses 
hated those pitch holes. One of our horses would jump and 
the cutter would go down with a chuck and up the side and into 
the next one.’ I have counted over a hundred of these pitch 
holes in a little over a mile of road. As. farmers became 
-better off and wire began coming; into use, the old snake rail 
fences were replaced by the wire fences and this stopped the 
ridges in the snow on the road. 


We seemed to have so much more snow in those days and 
our roads would be blocked for weeks so we had to drive 
throurh fields. Even trains would be blocked and not able 
to get through the deep snow, sometimes for a couple of days 
and the passenrers would be taken to farm plaves for meals. 


In the spring and fall, we had other amusements going to 
and from school. AS soon as the weather was warm enough, we went 
barefooted, but not from home; "Oh, No. My Mevher's children 
had to wear boots and stockings to school." So we put them 
on like pood obedient children, walked to the top of the first 


a 


peer iota, ad 


gel oF smd < 


sud Jomas® sno a5, Ss. ut 
biad os of:ruitén of bet thet Ges 
ot Smid Hoot toy .eokiRiien | 


bay A \ wv : : 
edd beiLew vilsvey ou ,fooree «¢ 
oiuew brs ,sftstl s yew odd ben 


& nabdss sd bitsow ‘toar 
ait ao £f58 eu sist ban qove eee 
sefbast ent ao ankrtziq yd Ro Set 0 Da ais 


“fan t01 bas vatauood aatilot davotd wae “Taam A 7 


ait to ebfa oss me eried datd orew overs ‘ats 


dosnt odd ssa of Devomot ed oF} bs ivts9 ori F 7 
a1 53 beri pod bsot oft off Led tedteans tot ped: <onane, 4 
sig ni obiie o¢ sensla Lutisbsow eu evay dont mt sat) ; : 
piuod ew ow belesas bis aGeeb od bliuow wona Sir omits ‘ A 
_atasd odd vob abile base avob tatand binowes ‘ns ett mo AL wl 1 
sit 135 basic of .mrosve Wome 8 to71s Melty: } esw st 7m : 
oT otosit odd as9fo 0% sneis enso volq aaa, ponw MoBTs> 
bas ontuase Haorlkisr sds of DanedeR': anias aid 6 28w wolq wong” ) 
enfs JL ooaiW 2osa) sit 189m bande oF tod2o Meee e16b — 
eaaittouee has ual iisdwéne boom s Jon vintartso ov 


,wone at bela cietson sd . 
‘t (fox sit .sofon dette Bed ov bse" ontine nod’? an 


now bas @oo0et saene ocd stow beon ond oceeehe eae acofs” : 
s¢ bisow 2t bus ebsoa off LEP biuow wone ett weld bake a 
wolf Sné OAs wone sds sioeq Disow edutele ead nenTe .eeubia at 
Ogee ror artl eal sboneqoeb sd Bbiuow esnbkt saz noowier gona 
Bus qmst, bluow aseror Ivo tooonO . ashen stosiq eens: 
otmt bas sbke. 91 da qu has joudo s dAdiw awob of Bbiwow 10339: poole 7 
totiq ses’ Yo bsibagd 6 tsyo beltavoS s¥en T+ .268% 
omeood atest 2A .b60m To oiim & x9vo. otad 
{tev oNene bho sift 9a ofmk galmoo asysd- eer 
od} beqqete Bits bas eeonsl ape suit vs Ge rey 
ua PHS ign wert. 


in Bcertiggn Weta 


bans aysb coved? mi wona stom doum ae Tue a , 
ovith us bid sw oa miss 10% Soxoetd sd Binmow: 
gids jon bas bedvold sd piitow eatard novi 2 = Ree 
¥5b ‘to eiquoo & Tol eouktonoe .wond as sda wwe 
abn 10% eguelfq mist od nets od 


oJ wutoy etusmeanma soto nie 24:5 o 

Juyw om .ARMOUS MAW ABW Tonteow St aa ood BA =. Loos 

usbL ide a'ierly vet of dO", ontort mort Jon 3 d .b 
mond sq ow of ® tponeg ot ie 2 bus ztocod 

Jetkt vit ‘Lo god sit o3 bolaw ute | 


hill, about five hundred yards from our house, went into a 

fence corner, removed boots and stockings, hid them, and went 

to school. Returning, we again went to the fence corner, put on 
the boots and stockings, and went home. 


About one half mile from the village, a food sized creek 
went across the road, under a bridge. We had a couple of rafts 
of old railroad ties in this creek and would have a good time, 
with a couple of poles, working the rafts up and down the creek 
and under the bridgfe. 


One time Jennie Rumball and I were racing across a rail- 
road bridge over a highway. These bridges had the ties across 
just like on the rest of the track. We had raced across a 
couple of times when a Horton girl. Who was a large girl and 
quite stout, said, "Let me take you girls by the hand and see 
if we can't go faster". So we ran as fast as we could and Jen. 
tripped on a tie and went down, head first, between the ties 
and fell to the ground below. She happened to fall on the 
side of the road and it was banked up a couple of feet and was 
sandy, so escaped getting hurt, but we did not race again. 


On the side of the bank along this railroad grew all sorts 
of stuff so we had something to eat, going to and from school. 
In the early spring there would be raspberry brush. The fresh 
Shoots would be gathered, the outside peeled off, and the rest 
made good eating. We had plenty of dandelion stems, garlic, 
lady slippers, sheep sorrel, and other wild stuff we ate. 

_ Then before school closed, we had wild strawberries and rasp- 
berries. 


In the fall there were elderberries, and in the swamp, 
the track passed through, we gathered haws and nanny berries. 


Later on we had all kind of nuts which grew along the 
roads or in the fields, such as hickory nuts, beech nuts, and 
butternuts, as well as wild cherries, choke cherries, wild 
plums, wild gooseberries, and wild currants as well as apples. 
These wild fruits seemed to come up where the brush had been 
burned. 


In the winter we had slippery elm bark to chew, and 
spruce gum we gathered from the spruce trees. When we wanted 
gum in the summer we would take the growing grain, before it 
was cut, Shell a few handsfull and chew it. 


At school during recess and at noon, we skipped the rope, 
and played tag, pussy wants a corner, squat tag, drop the 
handkerchief, bally over, little Sally Walker, and cricket. 

Some played jacks or knife and some just stood around sharpening 
their slate pencils on the school building. 


The boys played, ball, shinney, hockey, foot ball, and 
la-C'rosse. 
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Susie hurt her arm one day and a lump formed under her 
arm. Some one came in, took out his jack knife and opened 
the lump without even wiping the knife. 


After I attended the village school for one year after 
taking the entrance examination, it was decided I would go 
to high school. The school was four miles away so I was to 
go to town to board. ) 


So the January after I was fifteen years old, I began 
my high schooling, and was taken to the Gorrell home which was 
my boarding house, paying one dollar and twenty five cents 
from Monday noon to Friday afternoon. 


After I had been boarding for a couple or three months, 
Mrs. Gorrell. decided not to keep boarders any longer. As I 
was shy about looking for another place, I made up my mind 
that I would walk to and from school from my own home. It was 
only about four miles and our neighbor boy had done it, also 
another young man had walked six miles, and why could I not 
walk it. 


So home I went and they allowed me to have my own way. 
For a few weeks I was often picked up by our preacher's son, 
who drove to and from Holmesville. Then I rode home with 
farmers who I would see on the streets when I came down from 
the high school to the business section, and so often I found 
them waiting for me. They were very pleased to have a girl 
they knew going to high school, it was a connecting link between 
the town and country. So often they would say, "We were 
watching for you." 


I have many times thought it would have been better if 
I had boarded, but I knew how hard it was to get money, and 
then I must confess I was- shy and sensitive, beins a country 
girl. A-country girl at that time had to stand a good deal of 
rigtcule’, 


The people who were not living, in Clinton had to pay 
their own tuition. It was not very high.).i.think.I paid four 
dollars from Christmas to July and for the rull vear, seven 
dollars. We bousht our own books but the government printed 
them and sold them at cost. 


It seemed to me to be selfish for me to ask Father to 
pay out for my board when the rest of the family did not have 
much spent on them. Of course Mary took up dressmaking for 
six months, and took music lessons for a while, but there were 
three others. 


After walking a few weeks and beinp; picked up by people 
driving to and from town, Father made arransements with the 
preacher's son to keep his horse in oats and I was to ride 
back and forth with him. So I walked and rode the rest of the 
year and all the next year, but we had an extra vassenger. 
This second year his sister was attendiny, high school. 
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Had I boarded in town, I would have had more chance to 
study. As it was I had to do my studying with all the family 
around and when they went to bed I was supposed to retire at 
the same,time. .50.1.did»notido as good work as’ I should. I 
was good in mathematics but poor in English. 


At high school we had no time for study for the first six 
months I was there. It was recitations from nine in the 
morning until four in the afternoon, with a fifteen minute 
recess in the morning and the afternoon and the noon hour. 
During school hours, we never left our seats to go to other 
rooms for classes but the teachers changed rooms. The super- 
intendent carried a bell with him and when the lesson hour was 
up, he would ring the bell and the teachers would change rooms, 
All our studying was done at home, we had no spare time in 
school. 


We carried sixteen subjects during the year. Of course 
we did not have sixteen classes a day, but would have six or 
eight subjects a day, depending on the subjects, For instance, 
we would have arithmetic for an hour one morning, next morning 
we would have algebra for that hour. Then all through the week 
we alternated, one day English grammar, next day English litera- 
ture. We had four teachers and between sixty and eighty pupils 
in each room. 


I will try to recall the subjects we took up. There was 
Latin, French, and Greek for languages. Those who did not take 
languages took chemistry and sometimes one language. We had 
arithmetic, algebra, statics, hydro statics, English literature, 
grammar, mental arithmetic, botany, composition, English history, 
Canadian history, geometry, chemistry, bookkeeping, and geography. 
I have forgotten what else but we had plenty. 


In the fall I again rode with the preacher's son and the 
daughter was along with us this year. I was the first country 
girl from our section to attend high school and no one else went 
for years afterward. The only girl teacher from the country, 
for years after this, was Eleanor Calbick, but she did not go 
to high school. She studied in the village school, with Mr. 

' Connolly's help. She wrote on the high school examination and 
passed the third grade which gave her the privilege of teaching 
for three years, after attending the model for four months. The 
preacher's family were not counted as country people as they 
were not of the land. 


I was promoted to the upper room and in this room was quite 
a different group of pupils. The town children had dropped out, 
with the exception of a few who were going on through for some 
profession. In this room we had a goodly number of teachers 
who had been teaching for three years on the third class certi- 
ficate, and were back to get a second or first class certificate, 
s0 they could teach for life, providing they spent a year in 
Toronto after they had taught three years again. 
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Then we had a number from other towns. I'he Clinton school 
was considered the best high school in Huron County, so we had 
puvils from Wingham, Exeter, Kincardine, Brucctield, Hensall, 
Bayfield, Belwrave, Lounsberry, and Seufforth.,. These pupils had 
gone to their own hirh school for a year or morc and came to 
Clinton for the final year's work. The train facilities were 
a great help, as was the school's reputation. Between seven 
and nine in the morning, a train care into Clinton from all 
four ways, north, south, east, ard west, and the same between 
five and seven in the evening. so a nupil could come from any 
town in the morning and return in the evening. 


During this year in school TI took chemistry and fully en- 
joyed it. Four students would have a box of eauipment for 
working things. The teacher would be at the table on the plat- 
form while the pupils had their boxes on top of the seats 
throughout the room. 


One day I was working with my three mates making nitric 
acid and the retort had a crack in it. Acid leaked through on 
my hands and my apron. This burned holes in my apron and burned 
Spots on my hands, but as my hands were hardened, they were not 
much effected. I thought how nice it would be to show the folks 
at home a yellow burn and I took out the ammonia bottle, un- 
corked iti so -ditecould use. it quickly, and.slowly and carefully 
let a drop of nitric acid on my arm a few inches above my wrist. 
Then I was going to pour ammonia on and stop the burn, 


All went well until the drop touched mv tender flesh ana 
it burned so severely I let another drop or two fall from the 
test tubevandeo: severe was. the .ain,. I turned my arm and it 
ran partly around my arm before I got the ammonia on it. That 
eased the pain but I had a bad burn about three inches in length 
and?’overcthalt tanchneh wide. Then I thought if my ‘folk saweit 
they would be alarmed at my working with such things, so thev 
never saw it, as 1 wore long sleeves and I was careful to keep 
it hidden. I let no one see it, but for weeks and weeks I had 
a very sorevarmfand.still earry the scar. 

school came to an end July 1st, then for two weeks we wrote 
on the examinations, writing in the skating rink. All during 
the year we had no tests, no reviews, and no examinations, and 
we had to write on the sixteen subjects we had been taking all 
year. Our papers were sent to Toronto to be examined by @ froup 
of high school superintendents. We had to watch the papers for 
the reports which were printed about two weeks after the examina- 
tion. 


I made a mistake in trving an examination I was not quali- 
fied fowftenatl tej b.should,.nave tried the third class examina- 
tion, whereas I tried the second class examination which was 
harder. I received passing marks on the whole examination but 
I failed in one subject. 


School was different then. Tf you were smart enouryh , you 
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could met vour certificate in one year or two. Later on they 
found, with so much home work the pupils were breaking down 
their health so they slowed up until now it takes three or four 
years to finish. 


After I left school I was home a few months, then went into 
the store and after three or four years passed I began to real- 
ize I was very ignorant regarding books and authors, and yet 
the people I associated with were readers. 


We had three books at home: David Livingston in Africa, 
Pilgrims Progress, and the story of a boy in Russia. I had 
read all three and a few books we brought home from the Sunday 
School library. This was the extent of my reading and I began 
to see if I was to continue being. in, the: company, of readers, I 
must read more. 


So, after I was in Goderich, I heard my friends in Clinton 
had formed a reading circle and were taking up the Chautauqua 
Home College Course. A four year course, studying seven books 
and twelve magazines a year, taking in literary writers from 
Chaucer to Tennyson, science, history of Greece and Rome, modern 
art, legends of the middle ages, social institutions of the 
US SS,*and>many other’ books. 


I wrote the bookstore owner in Clinton to order me a set 
of books for a year and I began to read, but had no group to 
keep up with or to meet and talk over the studies. There were 
twenty eight in the Clinton group and only the minister finished 
the course. 


One year I was doing a lot of church work and I wrote the 
bookstore owner and told him I was not going to take it any 
longer. He wrote back that my books were ordered and he was 
moUttomip to cancel ‘them, that. 1 could do, it. df k triedyand 
I did try and managed to do it. 


I learned a great deal in this course but I was as bad 

off as ever for no one I mingled with could talk about the 
things I had been reading, so I found to converse with readers, 
I had to read the popular books. 


When I was married and living in Fairgrove, the county 
library was next door. JI had so little to do as Doctor was 
gone most of the day, I began to get books from this library. 
I read all of Dickens' works, ‘Scott's, Thackerary's and indeed 
nearly all the library, a very fine selection of books. This 
was my foundation and I have been reading ever since and hope 
toedo-so as°long”-as*I live. 


After I had been living in Bay Port a few years, Mrs. 
Lambert called me on the phone one day and asked me what I 
thought of having @ woman come from Lansinr, one day a month, 
during winter, to give lessons put on by the extension course. 
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She said the County Agent had called her. Huron County was 
being given two days a month, Grindstone City was having one 
day a month and he wanted to know if Bay Port would take a 
day. These lessons were being paid out of state taxes. Mrs. 
Lambert and I talked it over and decided if we had to pay in 
taxes for these lessons, we might as well have the lessons. 


The first lessons was household management and we arranged 
to have it in the upstairs over the store, as it was on 
washing machines. The store allowed us to use their machines 
for demonstrating. We brought chairs from the church to seat 
people. The lesson was from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. and I brought 
the instructor to my house for dinner. 


The next lesson was at a private home and I again fed 
the leader. The remaining lessons I had at my home. We 
learned how to spend our money, budgeting, and what proportion 
should be used for different things. Then there was arrang- 
ing kitchens to make work easier. 


We learned so much and saw the advantage of these lessons, 
and one day Mrs. Kinch of Grindstone City talked it over with 
me, and we thought some way should be worked out so more 
towns could benefit from the instructions. 


Before the next winter it was arranged that two people 
from each town would meet together. These people were called 
leaders and they took the lessons they learned in the meeting 
back to their towns and had classes of their own town people 
for pupils. About 500 women in Huron County took the lessons 
every winter. 


The second winter's course was nutrition and I was one 

of the leaders from Bay Port and Mrs. Wm. Kohr was my assist- 
ant. I learned a great deal that I have never forgotten. The 
next winter the lessons were on dress making and we had this 
for three years, having to cut and make our own dresses. AS 

I had never learned to sew, it was a great help and I make my 
own Clothes now, as it is difficult to get ready made to fit 
me, being short waisted and not the perfect figure. 


After dress making we had hone decorating, upholstering 
furniture, how to hang pictures, etc. I do all my upholster- 
ing, making chair covers, foot stools, and such things. 


For eight or more years I attended these classes as 
leader, then they began to repeat the subjects, so I decided 
someone else should be leader. So the woman's club sent 
leaders over but after two years it was dropped. 


I then arranged to attend the leaders classes, which 


were held in Elkton, and 1 have kept up the lessons ever 
Since. Now in 1942 I find I have to stop. 


-57- 


asw yinuod 

we Sai Sitoy Sao 
8 ~ 

.2IM .acxsd eds a = ze me ad 

at yeq of bad ow 2: 
~Bace2zsf odd - | 


begnsi1s ew bas ey 5 
no esw St ef wove ah if 3t oved of — 
esaidosm tled3 sew of eu ee a | se valet tt 


tease os rowuis oft sud st eb T0> 
jigwond I bas mes ) Tr or a rt 8 ; pnt. efqor 
Mae b 162 


‘. 


Ce pres 
bel ataga tT ‘Maw sbentedecniel See erat ed 
9W .emod ym 28 bed I eaoesel gainh cris OAT .39 ; 
nottrogotq Janw bas ,gnisegbud .vertom TE . tage od word 
-gristT1s esw oteds asdT .eqgnind Juststiap, { . af 


» Salat) 


»rwetess 


,enossel saadd ‘lo ogstiavbhs edd wee bas, dogm os beat 
d3jitw asvo tt bexied ¥s29 enotabait) to domhh .eaM Yeb eno bra 
tom o@ ¢uo bedltow od bivonte Ya. amos IAQVEN: brs 


senoidouiient st Mot snwos 

elqosq ows Jett Peanetis eeaw Jf 1s wit eto lsd 
beilso stew siqosq SsesntT .1sitoyod awed doses mo1t 
yatieem sid ni bentesl ysd? e.onpel— He yons bos erebsasl 
‘anwoa ated? oF Aobd 


sfqosq wot nwo iis To #saeslo bad. 
anosesi siz xoot ytnwod notwH ak aomow We guodA .eliquq 1072 


wh ae tasalw yi1eve 
Pr esw i bane cobthatwn eaw extudo, as bnooee ‘ea? 
aises ym eew THON omW .eaM bos JTF mort stebssl edd To 


oat -navsogtol sven syed I tedt [aeb 2Be%g.# beassel. I .308 
atid bad sw bos gaidem eastb no sTow cranes eit tetatw Jxen 
2A .eeaeetb awo two gxtm bus Juo of gnived (eresy setae TOT - 
va osm I Ons qien testy s asw Jt .wea oF benteel seven bed I 
JL) of ebam ybse1t Jog oF Jlvollitb st dt ee ,won seddelo nwo 

.stunlt soe'lteqg ed? son Bab bodekan..ccome- ented oe 


gnitetelonqu ,gatvaroueb mol ded SH) ni MB eBeitb 192A. Pp. 
-teteloiqu yu Efe ob IL .9%9 ,estutolq pea. 
-egaidd dove bas ,eloote Joo? 2 


ah eocesios saoid bebnetiéa I wer wrt 30 tr 
bebtosb I of etool aus ons Pas te ae | 
inse duio a'nenew es o2 


doidw ,eseeals atebsaos edd | 
saeve enoeasf ay qv iqeow 


dose od gyal. TB 


During “the time I was takine up these instructions 
from Lansing and teaching the class once a@ month during the 
winter, +2 bean to tare up another ‘course of study..... Rev. 
A, P. Landon ‘was our pastor and he nut on a course of study 
on the Bible under the Reliprious Education Socicty of the 
methodist Church. 


several women took up the course but our next pastor 
dime rot put ora cise so a Proup of us went to Elkton for 
aiwhitle, then il finished the last ten lessons by correspon- 
dence and received'my certificate. 


There. were health classes put on in Pay Port. on wo 
ditferent occasions’ ana’ i’ took’ both courses and then classes 
have been put on by nurses at the school house, which I 
attended. So my education is still foinrt on and I. hope to 
continue as lions as I live. 
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Store Experiences 


On April 1st, 1886 I entered the store owned by Geo. E. 
Pay. I lacked twenty seven days of being eighteen years old. 
In the store were another young woman, a married man, a young 
man, a boy who did all kinds of jobs, and the owner of the 
store. 


At the back of the store was a large room where mantle 
making was carried on, that is, women's coats both long and 
short. The head woman, a Miss Dearness, and three helpers 
worked in there. There was no ready made clothing in those 
days, at least not in the towns. You could buy work pants, 
for men, and later on shirts, so you see how girls were busy 
at home sewing. 


The store I was in was long and narrow. On one side was 
men's stuff, that is cloth for suits, for shirts, and for work 
clothes, underwear, collars, ‘cuffs, sox,°oties,;eand! suchethings. 
On the opposite side of the store was canton flannel, all work 
flannels, table linen, toweling, cotton, buttons, spools, 
hosiery, and all the small things ina store. A long counter, 
Wie eOnveOlvedtiese de, tan the full length of the’ store, just 
room enough at each end to pass through. Between counters were 
long tables, the one in front held prints, then a space where 
the stove stood in winter months, then one holding a lot of 
different things, whatever was in season. 


Further back you went up two steps and there was an addi- 
tion of twenty feet or more, a counter along one side, behind 
which the dress goods were kept on shelves which extended on 
two and a half sides of this place, excepting for a door leading 
to the mantle making room. Then the third side had a door 
leading to the wood shed where the wood, boxes, and brooms 
were kept and where the twenty lamps were cleaned. The balance 
of the third side was an office. The stairway was close to 
this office but in the main store. Under the stairs you went 
down cellar where butter was stored. Upstairs had carpets, 
linoleum, men's hats, and extra stock. 


When I entered the store, I was supposed to serve there 
three “years, learning the trade or business, so my :wages, were 
low. I was expected to start at the botton and work up and at 
the “end of three years 1 was head clerk overseeing the other 
clerks. ) 


The second day I was called into the office and was told 
I was to tell nothing that went on in the store. I said, "I have 
not told anything". Mr. Pay said, "I do not expect you have, 
but if I ever hear of you doing so, you will be fired at once. 
You are not*to tell what’ anyone’ buys, the cost of anything, nor 
anything regarding the business." 


I received for my work, the first year, two dollars a 
week and was allowed ten days vacation, with pay. I paid one 


dollar and seventy five cents for my board, if I went home 
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Saturday evening and did not return until noon Monday. After 
the boarding house was moved, I paid two dollars, and if I re- 
mained over Sunday, I paid two dollars and a quarter. 


So you see I had nothing to spend. My parents bought my 
Clothes the first year. The second year I received three 
dollars a week, and the third year I was supposed to get four 
a week, but the boss was in pretty hard luck and I received 
only three dollars’ and’ sixty’ a’ ‘week.’ The fourth year I was 
paid two hundred and twenty five dollars for the year.’ After 
the first year I never had my full ten days vacation, but would 
be sent for before my time was up. 


For this money, I went to work at eight o'clock in the 
morning, and as ~I took care of the cash, I had to count the 
money and close up the safe after the store was closed at seven 
o'clock, so I never left the store until seven fifteen or 
seven thirty. On Saturday night, it was ten o'clock before we 
closed and always before a holiday we kept open till ten. We 
had an hour for dinner and an hour for supper. We were not 
allowed to chat with the other clerks nor were we allowed to 
sit down during the time in the store. 


By chatting, I mean standing together and talking for a 
few minutes. This is different ‘to the present time. Not long 
ago I went into a store in Bay City and three women clerks were 
bunched together. I walked around, picked up the things I 
wanted, and had to go to them and wait for a while before any 
of ‘them ‘offered to wait'on me. Had this happened in’ the store 
I was in and the boss happened to see it, we would have been 
let out at once, without an hour's notice. 


It 8s very annoying to have to hunt clerks. One does not 
mind waiting when the store is full, but when no one is in the 
store, it is often taken for a chance to spend a while in the 
back part or go to the barber shop or the mail, and the custom- 
ers come in and have to wait. Their time is sold to the merchant 
for a certain sum a month and to be faithful and reliable is 
a good way to have wages increased and to get advanced. 


To go back to my entrance into the store. Of course I was 
nervous, knowing no one, being from the country, and young and 
shy, aS well as knowing I was ignorant of business and town 
ways. 


The morning I began work I was at the store a little before 
eight o'clock and told George Robinson, the married man clerk, 
who I was. He Showed me where to take off my wraps and said 
Jessie would be here soon and show me what to do. So after 
hanging up my coat and hat, I came out by the stove and sat 
down. Paul, the single man, came and introduced himself to 
me, and then Jessiecame, took me into the office, and explained 
how to file the slips of sale. A different file for each clerk, 
and a certain amount of change was put out of the safe into the 
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till and the amount marked down. 


Whenever a customer came in, the clerk that waited on him 
or her would call, "Cash," or "Check," and I would go to the 
clerk, receive the check, or slip, of sale. If paid I would 
make the change and take it back to the clerk. If only a sales 
check, I would file the slip. Each time I had to enter the 
office I had those two steps to go up and down again. 


In between making change there was dusting, arranging 
goods, marking new goods, counting eggs, weighing butter, 
giving a stool to a customer to sit on, and folding and putting 
away tne goods the clerk had been showing, for we had to show 
goods and lots of them and the counters would be piled up. 


A country person could be told, in those days, as far as 
you could see them. The pictures of men with a straw in their 
mouths was typical of that day. I have seen it many times. 
Then they dressed in ill fitting clothes, as their work clothes 
were mostly made at home. They did not wear blue jeans or denim 
as a rule in Clinton, but a dark material which looked like tweed 
but was a cotton fabric. My father never wore blue jeans. 
Father seldom wore his work clothes to town unless he was hauling 
wood, but he wore what he called his second best suit, which had been 
& good suit but now nearly worn out. 


Then it was common to see men with one pant leg tucked into 
their long boots and the other leg outside the boot. These boots 
came nearly to the knee and were of leather. In the Summer men 
wore large straw hats, home made, and in the winter fur caps, 
long woolen scarfs, and heavy woolen mittens. 


The town people made fun of the farmers calling them hay 
seed or country clod hopper. The country people disliked the 
town people and called them city flops or dudes. 


I received my share of ridicule especially from Paul, who 
was @ city young man and he took great delight in teasing me 
even to my behavior the morning I arrived at the store. The 
. Clothes the country women wore were different from the town 
women. No magazines were taken by the farmers and once a dress 
was made it was never altered and went down from the larger 
girls to the younger ones. We all had our Sunday dress, shoes, 
hat, hose, and coat, which were worn only on special occasions. 
Home spun was worn a great deal and lasted for years. Your 
great grandmother had some blankets woven before she was 
married and when she passed away, I received two and they have 
been in constant use ever since. 


At the close of the store, I had to add up all the sales 
Slips for each clerk, cash and charged sales and the money in 
the till had to agree or go over them again. 


Jessie was good to me and helped me in every way she could. 
‘I was not allowed to wait on customers for about six months, 
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but I counted eggs, hundreds of dozens a day, weighed butter, 
opened the door toclet customers in or out, carried parcels 
out to the buggy and when check or cash was called I fairly 
flew to the clerk who called. 


I had only been in the store a few days when the young 
man who was chore boy and parcel deliverer as well as clerk 
caught my arm in a very familiar manner, and being Irish I 
acted before I thought. I swung my left hand around and 
Struck him in the side of the face with what force I could 
DUC AmntO it. He stood off and looked. at me and, TI know, my 
eyes were blazing and he said. "Well, you strike right from 
the shoulder, don't you." But he never again got fresh with 
me and we grew to be good friends. 


I have told you my salary and now I had no money to spend. 
Well, the clerks and mantle makers started taking up a col- 
lection for to get some candy or some other little treat. 

They never asked me for they knew my salary, and then I refused 
to take any of their treat, but they urged me and indeed forced 
it.on me but it was never Sweet to my taste. It was a bitter 
pill for I was brought up to be independent and not impose on 
others. But it was good of them and at Christmas they gave 

me a gift, a neck scarf I had’ admired so much for weeks. So 

I still think kindly of them. 


In the fall of the first year, the fair was on and my girl 
friends dropped in and asked me to go with them to the fair 
in the evening, but I had to say I could not go, though the 
price of admission was only ten cents. That evening as I was 
figuring up the cash, the thought came to me that I could 
borrow the ten cents and give it back when my salary was in- 
creased. I was alone in the office and had it in my hand, 
when a voice within said, "This is the beginning". I dropped the 
coin back and from then on was so fearful of yielding to 
stealing that I would go over my waist before leaving the 
store and take out every pin that had been stuck in during the 
day. In opening packages, so many had pins in and I would 
just put them in my dress, But at night I saw every pin was 
.taken out. 


I could not go to entertainments, which were quite often, 
but did have a good time just the same, in the evenings after 
the store closed. It scostinothing to-go to parties and each 
mother, of those in our crowd, gave a party every year, so we 
had our fun. When we went to the country, the girls would not 
let me bring any baking because I did my share handling the 
games and making things go. Mother always allowed me to bring 
the crowd out to my home. Of course as soon as my salary was 
increased, I shared in the expense. 


I used to have quite a time with small change, and when 


I did not have the change, I had to run out to one of the 
stores for change. These stores sold small things. 
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They had plenty of change, but it took time and nerve to 

bother them. So one morning I gave the chore boy five dol- 
lars to go to the bank, get 100 pennies and the balance in five 
and ten cent pieces. I was so pleased having so much change, 

I said to Mr. Pay, "Well, I won't have to run out for change 
for a while." Then I told him what I had done, and to my 

great surprise he called me down when I thought he would 
commend me. Jessie overheard what was said and she afterwards 
said to me, "You will learn to keep things to yourself after 

a while." 


I have often thought over the scolding I received-while 
in the store the first year!’ ‘I"learned, after the «sold .out, 
that he was not getting along well. He gave so much credit 
and so many failed to pay. I think he was worried over his 
business, but one thing I know, I'got'a lot of scolding. .1 
remember working cleaning out drawers, as he was giving vent to 
his feeling and tears would be rolling down my cheeks, but he 
did not see it, my back was toward him. 


For some time after I went to the store, Father came for 
me every Saturday night and one night as we were driving home, 
I said, "Father, I will pick potato bugs from spring till fall 
before I work for Mr. Pay any longer. He is awful." Father 
said that perhaps it will not be so bad next week, so I went 
back Monday morning and as Father had stated things began to 
go better. Perhaps I was learning or maybe he got things 

off his chest to me without being answered back. 


Oh, the eggs I used to count in those days, hundreds 
of dozens in a day. All stages and packed in all sorts of 
things. The farmers often came to town in wagons and eggs 
had to be well packed as the roads were so rough in spring 
and fall. There were no egg crates for general use, though 
the egg buyers used them. So boxes of thirty or forty dozen 
eggs would have oats in the box or bran, and one time the 
eggs were in grass and so many were broken while some were 
partly hatched and some very old. The grass and good eggs 
were @ mess and the eggs had to be washed. For years I did 
not eat any eggs or anything that seemed to have an egg flavor. 
All from handling so many eggs. 


In the winter time we had a good deal of trouble with 
customers with eggs. The price would be higher and to receive 
this high price, eggs were packed in salt and kept for months 
and when the price went up, they would be sold. We had to 
pay less for salted eggs, for when they were exposed to the 
air they spoil very quickly. Some were clever and washed 
their eggs in buttermilk so we could not tell whether they 
_ had been. salted or were fresh laid eggs. If we were suspicious 
we candled them. 


The same with butter. The farmers packed their butter 


in wooden tubs holding fifty pounds or more and sold it when the 
‘price went up in the fall or winter. We had a long auger and 
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if we had any doubts of a farmer's honesty, this auper was 

put down through and a sample of the butter all the way down 
was brought up. Sometimes there would be considerable water 
and one time there were pounds of salt in the botton. One day 
a woman brought in a good sized roll of butter ard it had 
about an inch of butter on the outSide, the rest was tallow. 


Some customers were very hard to wait on and I neard Paul 
say different times when cne of these customers was coming in 
the door, "I will take this customer," or, "Let me have this 
one." He would make quite a fuss over her and if she had 
butter, he would weigh it himself and take it down cellar. If 
any dispute arose about the weight of the butter he would go 
himseif to the cellar and re-weigh it, but in the meantime he 
would have scooped enough butter from the bottom of the roll 
to make up for the difference in weight. 


Then when he was measuring the material, he would cheat 
the customer out of some of the gocds, especially if he had 
reduced the price, perhaps a quarter or a half a yard. Then 
later on he would brag about how he got square with her for the 
cent or more he had reduced the price. 


I have seen Mr. Pay, when he was behind the counter 
looking over some goods, look up and seeing one of those women, 
who was always beating down the price, entering the door, he 
would drop to the floor and crawl to the back of the store on 
his hands and knees, and out of the store the back way, because 
the customer would appeal to him when we would not cut the 
pyvices 


The station agent's wife was very hard to wait on and she 
seldom came to the store till just as we were closing for the 
night, though the house was part of the station building and 
so,she did not have to wait until her husband returned from 
work before she could come up town. When the people of the 
town would speak of her, in my hearing, they were saying such 
nice things of her and what a lovely woman she was. I never 
made any remarks though I could not agree with them, it was 
better to keep silent. So one night after I had been kept 
after hours waiting on her, then had my sales to enter for 
the day, I said to Mr. Pay, "How do people find that woman so 
nice?" He said, "I don't know. If they were to come in here 
and wait on her they would change their minds.” I do not know 
whether the people really admired her, or were just sorry for 
her, because she had sorrow. One of her children had gone 
blind and another was losing its sight. This made me sorry 
for-her but: Li could not admire’ her, from my store. experience. 


Bert: Kerr, thesyoung-man‘eclerk, could play the mouth 
organ and could play the guitar. He fixed the mouth organ 
with wire so he could keep it stationary without his hands 
touching it. “He could play both instruments together, and 
often brought them to the store and played, after the boss 
left the store shortly before twelve for dinner. So fora 
Short time he would sit on the counter on a chair in the dress 
goods department and the clerks would dance a square dance, 
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and for ten minutes we would have a good time. Seldom did 

a customer come in so near noon and if one did, Bert, sitting 
on the counter, could see between the curtains, which separ- 
ated the dress goods department from the main store, and stop 
playing. 


We had been doing this off and on for some time when I 
became conscious I was not doing the right thing. Here I was 
&@ member of the Methodist Church and the rules, at that time, 
were to abstain from dancing, games of chance, and other things. 
One night at League I had led in prayer then went to Jessie's 
home and danced and, upon retiring, as I went to kneel in 
prayer, I heard a voice say, "Choose this night whom you will 
serve. I gave up the dance. 


So next day when the clerks were getting ready to have the 
little square dance I refused to join. Paul dragged me toward 
the group but I sat down on the floor and refused and another 
girl from the mantle department had to be asked to join. That 
was the last dance they had. 


I have often wondered what Mother would have said if she 
ever, knew I. had ever danced. “She never heard. She was very 
set on some things and was capable of turning me out of the 
home. 


One day Mother came into the store and invited the clerks 
out to a turkey supper. ‘It was the first fall of my. store 
life. She spoke to Jessie and she gave the invitations. Mr. 
Pay was not invited. The mantle maker would not go if George's 
wife was invited so she was left out. 


We drove out in the band sleigh and being a cold night, 
George and Paul borrowed caps from the men's department. AS 
we were leaving town, we passed a business section and Mr. Pay 
was in one of the hardware stores and he recognized us and the 
two borrowed caps, then on the road we met George's brother-in-law. 
He saw George and told George's wife. The rest of the way 
nothing happened. We had a good supper and a pleasant time 
and drove back to town. George to get a calling down from 
his wife and next day to hear Mr. Pay say, "I don't think there 
is anything more comfortable for sleigh riding than a tam-o- 
shanter cap." Which was what the clerks had borrowed. 


Paul,was caught stealing and was discharged and it was 
not long arter.ruul Left until°“Jessie left :the*’store andcwent 
to work for another merchant in town. This made Mr. Pay very 
angry and calling ime into the office, he told me if he ever 
saw me in Jessie's company or heard of me being with her, he 
would fire me. I could not but feel he was unjust for Jessie 
had taught me and had been good to me but I had to give up my 
friendship or lose my job and I did not have experience enough 
to get another. 


George was a man who never laughed at me and in my difficulties 
I always went to him; for instance, one day &@ woman came up 


“to me dnd said “Have you any team loom." I said, "I will see." 
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So giving her a stool, I hurried to George and said, "Oh, George, 


there 18 @ woman who wants a steamed room, Where will I show 
her?" He said, “It is white cotton she wants." So I went 

and it was just where I had given her the stool. Another time 
a woman asked for some swan's down which I learned was a narrow 
white fur used for trimming baby's bonnets and coats. 


One night the fire bell rang and of course everyone rushed 
to the fire. Our boy, Bert Kerr, of course was out to see the 
fire and as he was hurrying down his street, which was well 
shaded with trees, he met a young woman also hurrying to the 
fire but going the wrong way, and they collided in this shady 
part. 


Next morning Bert turned up at the shop with a badly 
swollen nose, very large lips, and blackened eyes. He was a 


sight. Just after I arrived at the store a young woman entered, 


wearing a veil, and going to Kerr said, "I believe you are the 
young man who ran into me last night." He said, "You were 
going the wrong way and butted into me." She raised her veil 
and said, "Look what you did to my face." He answered, "Look 
what you did to mine." She said, "There is blood on your 
Sleeve that is mine which you caused me to shed." He said, 
"It is my blood you made me lose." and so on. It was the 
funniest thing I ever saw, of that nature. Both had. exactly 
the same injuries, lips, noses, and eyes, their faces must 
have*struck fairly. “She got no satisfaction. from,Kerr, so left 
in a few minutes. 


One day, shortly after I began, the store was quite filled 
with customers and a woman came to me and said she was in a 
hurry and if I would get her what she wanted she would be very 
pleased. Then she asked for skirt hoops. I knew where they 
were kept, in a drawer on the men's side and I showed them 
GO ‘rere whe decided on a pair but T nad-not .learned.to fold 
them. I looked up and saw George was watching me and beckoned 
me’oo come’ to*=him. “f had to cross from one side.of the store 
to the other with a pair of hoops in my hand and have him fold 
trem? =O,’ “tt that floor had only opened and let me down, but 
I got across and back. The customer said she was sorry she 
did not know how to do it, and thus save me some humiliation, 
which was nice of her. 


After the customers were all out, George said, "Come over 
Sarah, and I will show you how to fold thosehoops."” So I 
went with him behind the counter and the other clerks gathered 
around to witness my lesson. Just then the express boy came 
in with some express and he had to learn the trick. As this 
express boy used to see me home at times, this did not make 
the lesson any easier for me but I went through with it and 
said nothing. 


I must’ say something of my training. . On entering the 
store, I was shown my work as cashier. Ina day or two one of 
the clerks informed me I was to learn where everything in the 
store was kept and what it was for. Of course I was. told to 
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keep a dust cloth handy all the time and not let dust be seen 
on anything. I have seen the boss just make a mark on a box 
with his finger so the clerk could see he was not keeping 
things clean. Of course we had no paved streets and not even 
&@ sprinkler for the streets, as later on we had, to keep down 
dust. 


Then after I had gone through all the drawers and boxes, 
a clerk would take me and ask what is in this drawer, this 
drawer, this box, and on down the shelves. I was then taught 
how to break a cord, and I practiced that till I could do it 
well. Then I was put to measuring goods. For days and days 
I measured a@ piece of cloth, folded it, wrapped it properly, 
with not too much paper or string and with a clerk overseeing 
me. This drill was kept up until I could do it right. I 
always had to see customers had a stool to sit on as I was not 
behind the counter waiting on customers for several months. 


Customers were to be shown our new stock. When goods 
were bought for dress or underwear we had to show trimming 
without being asked for it. If something was asked for and 
they told us the use, we could show other things that were 
used for the same purpose. Oh, how our counters were piled 
with goods when we were through showing. Take a piece of 
percale, if it was asked for, we had a piece out of the shelf 
or from the table before we received the answer of the kind 
of percale. A yard or more would be unfolded and the effect 
shown. Then all boxes had to be off the table before we showed 
‘other things. I have seen the boss, when this was not done, 
just take his arm and sweep the entire bunch off the counter to 
the back. 


When a@ customer entered and a clerk was not busy with a 
customer, he or she stepped forward to greet the customer. 
Never let the customer come to where we were. Then we never 
asked what they wanted, it was always, "Something I can show 
you." anda smile always on our faces. When I became head 
clerk, every new person was put through this training that I 
had received. 


some on how we handled goods. Take buttons; when a box 
of buttons came in, one button was taken off a card and sewn 
on the outside of the box. Then each card of buttons in the 
box had to have a piece of paper pasted on the back of the 
card so if the card was cut, the buttons would not fall off. 
Buttons were worn & good deal for trimming and we had hundreds 
of boxes in stock. In showing buttons, we took out a card of 
one kind. I think the card of one kind looks better than one 
button in a book of buttons as has been the way in later times. 
If the boxes became broken we had to mendthem with needle and 
thread. 


The hosiery all came in paper packages, a dozen in a 
package and all separate, so they had to be sewn together by 
pairs and & tag with size and price put on each pair. . They 
were kept in black cardboard boxes with 2 place on the front 
for size, price, and style. In the winter we had cashmere 
and woolen, the cashmere were very find woolen, and others 
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heavier. In the summer we had cotton, lisle, and only one 
box olf silk hose that. did not sell well. 


Dress goods were all folded like factory cotton and all 
percales and prints was the same. When they were displayed 
they would get disarranged and all slack time we spent getting 
goods properly arranged. 


One Saturday night shortly before George left, a young 
man came into the store to wait for me to see me home. Monday 
morning, as I was fixing the cash in the office and George was 
arranging some goods near by, Mr. Pay said, "You left a man 
in the store when you left Saturday night. Why did you not 
serve him?" George said, "I went to him but he said he was 


waiting for Miss Acheson." Mr. Pa. knew this for when I was 
counting the cash, he said, "The clerks have gone and left 
someone in the store." So I had to say he was waiting for me. 


He just said "oh", so here was a chance to tease me. Then 
George said, "That was not all. When I went out the door a 
young man was standing there and said, "Is Miss Acheson gone 
yet?! I said, "You are too late. Someone is standing inside 
for her." Then when I got to the corner a young fellow was 
pacing back and forth. He asked me if Miss Acheson had gone 
yet. So he got the same answer." JI had not known of the 
other two. ; 


Bert Kerr took a job in another store and shortly after 
George moved to the Canadian West. With George gone, I became 
head clerk, but I still looked after the cash and made change, 
though they made it easier, for they brought me the money and 
when just a charge slip, they filed it themselves. 


Being head clerk, I was thrown more in the company of 
Mr. Pay and found him to be a very fine man. I had been head 
clerk only a short time when Mr. Pay told me he had arranged 
with the milliner in town to let me have my hats at trade 
prices. That was all merchants sold to other merchants or 
their families what they wanted at ten percent on cost price. 
We clerks received this in our own stores in which we worked, 
but he arranged so I would get it outside in other stores. I 
knew then I was getting quite popular with the boss. 


How different from my first year when it seemed a day did 
not pass without getting a scolding. I Suppose he would not 
call‘it a scolding but. had to.get,.something off ihisi:chest, and 
as I did not answer back, it eased his feelings. 


Then Tom decided to change and a young man from Berlin, 
Ontario was hired. He was quite a yound gentleman, had worked 
in a drug store, and had learned a lot there. I was doing some 
heavy lifting one day when things were quiet and Walter came 
to me and said, "Why don't you do something easier when you 
are not well?" I Said, "I am well," and he answered, "If you 
are, why have you those dark circles under your eyes?" We did 
not use powder in those days. Well, I know my eyes blazed. 

I did not take his advice then but later on did. 
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This clerk was about my height and when the boss was out, 
if he happened to be behind me, he would take a quick step, 
throw an arm around my neck, pull me back, and kiss me on the 
cheek. This only happened occasionally. I often wonder why 
so many people do so much kissing. <A good shake of the hand 
means more than a kiss, for you can look them in the eye and 
read’ there’ their° pleasure at: meeting.you or just. otherwise. 


I had been at a girl friend's home spending the evening, 
and as I started home she accompanied me part way. We passed 
a hotel and in the doorway stood one of our traveling men from 
whom I had bought or assisted Mr. Pay in buying a great many 
dollars worth of goods, so recognizing him I said, "Good night." 
He spoke ana immediately turned and spoke to another traveler, 
for we heard him call his name, and the two men started after 
us, passing us by one going on each side of us and both said, 
"Good night." but neither of us spoke. They walked on, we 
crossed over to the other side of the street, soon they crossed, 
came up behind us and again passed us both men speaking but 
we said nothing. 


Then they came to.a corner where there was a light and 
stood under it waiting for us to come along, but we had gone 
into a home where we knew the people well and asked the young 
man, who was in bed, to get up and take us home. We saw no 
more of the traveling men that night. 


Next morning, on my way to the store, I stopped at the 
post office, which opened at seven o'clock, and there stood 
the traveler I knew. He was standing by the wicket facing the 
door. He looked at me and grinned, and I looked right into 
his eyes’ without the least Sign on my, face that I had ever 
seen him before.’ My sister Susie once told me that I could 
freeze a person with a look. I must have done so on this 
occasion Tor shortly after W meached, the, store, he,.entered’ it. 
He always shock hands with me on the other visits to the store, 
but he passed by to the office without a word of greeting. 


In a few minutes Mr. Pay called me to go over some goods 
with him and the traveler and to bring the want book with me. 
In-this book we kept a list of all the goods we were getting 
low in stock and needed replenishing. 


. I would say to the boss we need so and so but never 
spoke to the traveller. Some time passed and I continued as 

I had begun, then the traveler had to go to the store door 

for another sample case. The boss said to me, "Have you anda 
Jack had a falling out?" I said nothing, but as I had to go and 
wait on a customer, I think Jack must have told Mr. Pay for 
nothing more was said by Mr. Pay later on and never once did 

I speak to Jack, though I bought many hundred:-dollars of goods, 
but always through the boss. Had he been @ gentleman he would 
have come to me and apologized. 


I worked in this store four years and was late one 
morning. The landlady did not call me for breakfast so I went 


without breakfast. I was off one half day in the four years 
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Father was going to Goderich and I wanted to see a doctor 
there, as I had a sore mouth and the doctor was considered 
very ‘fine. 


After the hoop skirts went out of style, the bustle was 
worn and dresses were looped up in all manner. A clerk 
passing me one day tangled my skirt in his legs and pulled 
out every loop. I had to get the mantle makers to fix me up. 


When I was allowed behind the counter to sell goods to 
customers, the first customer I remember was a woman getting 
material for a shroud. She asked me for some plain brown 
cotton goods and told me it was for a shroud for a relative 
who had died. Then I began showing her cream and white, telling 
her how nice some light shades would be but she paid no atten- 
tion. As I went to another shelf for something, Jessie told 
me to sell’ her brown so I did as I was.told.. When she.had left, 
Jessie told me the woman was Catholic and they wore brown for 
shrouds. In those days, a corpse always wore a shroud, never 
regular clothes. The undertakers kept shrouds but many liked 
to make them up. 


We bought goods in such large quantities and it was common 
LG Seliva bolt to one, person, Cotton soba for 5,./3.9,rand 
11 cents”a-yard. A*bolt would nave .from.forty.to.fifty yards, 
and catton was used for all underwear, chemises, drawers, and 
underskirts as well as nightgowns. Percales, we would get 
forty or’*fifty pleces at a time and dress goods .the same. 


if"we had’ to°remain after hours, we received no extra pay 
even when these were a couple of hours, but Mr. Pay would 
never let me go home alone even at nine o'clock, a clerk had 
to accompany me every time. It was not safe for a young woman 
to be alone on the street after nine or ten o'clock when few 
people were out. The boarding houSe boys never let me go out 
after dark.without escorting me to where I was going. We had 
only-one policeman in Clinton and no electric. lights onthe 
streets. It was @ common thing to pass a drunk man lying on 
the street or along side. I was really safer in North Dakota, 
what was called the wild and wooly west than I was in a 
civilizeatown' in the east at that time. 


Mr. Pay was a great politician, being a Tory, and was the 
head of the party in Clinton, and during an election campaign 
it. was’ amusing to see all the lesser lights come to the office 
and take orders. One big election was on and so many asked 
him how things were going. He would answer he was so busy with 
other things he was not taking much interest in politics, and 
George would say, "Oh no he is not interested. I wonder what 
this constant stream of underworkers is doing coming to the 
office." George was a Grit. 


All sorts of tricks were played and after the election 
Mr.o Pay would tell us some of them; such as: getting the wife of 
some doubtful man on the side of the Torys and she would send 
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him to the basement for something and lock him there until 
the buggy called to take him to vote. Others were employed 
for a day or two after election. One good for nothing was 
given all the cracked eggs left by the egg buyer. 


The morning I was late at the store, as I passed the office 
Mr. Pay said, "Tough beef steak this morning." I just smiled 
and passed on to the cloak room. It was quite a@ joke among 
my friends, my promptness, for if the one o'clock bell began 
to ring and I was a block or more away, I would break into a 
run and run until I reached the store. One fellow, who worked 
in his father's grocery store, would shout at me, if I passed 
the store or across the street, "Run, Sarah, run, the bell is 
going to ring." 


A traveling man came to me one day and quietly said, “If 
you would like to change your place of work, I know of an 
opening", but I told him I had not thought of changing. So I 
stayed on until Mr. Pay sold out. 


Mr. Pay sold out to Mr. Wiseman, who asked me to remain 
on and work for him. 


I remained on with Mr. Wiseman and after a couple of weeks 
Mr. Pay came to me and told me he had a position for me with 
another merchant. He did not like seeing me where I was. I 
did not give him an answer at once and before I did Uncle 
William Acheson came down from Goderich and asked me to work 
. for his son Jack, as Uncle was starting him up in business. 
I accepted. 


I gave notice to Mr. Wiseman that I was leaving and in 
& couple of weeks went to Goderich and began work on April 
Fool's day, four years from the time I began in Clinton. 


Jack had been in a store in Goderich, then went to one 
of the leading stores in Toronto, before his father set him up in 
business in Goderich, next door to Uncle John Acheson. 


We had a number of dry goods stores in Goderich but they 
. were not as up to date as they should be and many people were 
writing to the city for samples. Jack had worked in one of 
the best dry goods stores in Toronto and knew the latest in 
material and trimmings, and our stock though small was up to 
date. 


We were not long in working up @ good trade, having the 
elite of Goderich for our customers and we increased our stock, 
always keeping the latest things in dress goods. In @& short 
time my cousin added a small stock of groceries, such as 
sugar, tea, coffee, currants, raisins, and such things, as the 
farmers would want when they brought in eggs and butter to 
trade. 


Nothing was done up in packages as at the present time. 
‘Currants and raisins were in twenty five pound wood boxes and 
we weighed them out. Tea and coffee was in large tin boxes 
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of fifty pounds. Oatmeal was in bushel sacks. We did not 
handle soap as most farmers made their own soap, soft soap 
for washing, hard soap for hands. 


I assisted in buying all the goods excepting when Jack 
would go to the city, in fact I was doing most everything 
or overseeing things, except paying the bills and keeping 
the books. 


In buying the goods, we sometimes had very interesting 
times deciding just what we would buy. Often buying what he 
wanted and what I wanted, he would betme the ice cream his 
would sell first. I was game end took him up but he always 
lost, for I was in the store part more than he was, and if 
you like a piece of goods you can séll it before something 
you care less for. 


An amusing thing happened along this line one day. The 
Montreal agent was there, a very fine young man whom we liked 
very much. Jack had been over to the sample room with the 
traveller and they came back to the shop together. Jack was 
so elated, and said, "Oh. Missie," he always called me, "Missie". 
"I bought a bargain. Oh such a bargain." I said, "What?" and 
he said, "We have some of the same goods in stock, that cost 
us sixty cents a yard, and we can sell this for fifty cents 
@ yard. Just think Missie sell that for fifty cents a yard. 

We will have to reduce what we have in stock. There were five 
pieces and, Li bought: them walling Iti issallutherfirsaPhas’ instock. 
Isn't that a bargain?" I said, "How about the color?" He 
said, "Oh, the color won't matter, when they see the value." 


Then the traveller showed me the color. It was terra 
cotta, a shade worn the season before but out for the present 
season. I said, "Well, you can cancel it. We don't want it. 
It is cold pig (a name given to last season's goods) and we 


don't want it.” Then he began to argue. His father came in 
and he appealed to his father, but Uncle said, "You two have 
to settle it. I know nothing about dress goods." The 


traveller said, "I have already sent the order in, Miss Acheson," 
and I said, “Well, you can write in and stop it, for it is not 
coming into our store". .The traveller said, I know it will be 

up to you to sell it, but it is a bargain." I said, "We are 

not going to lower standard of up to date material for a 

bargain. I don't care what it is." So we fought back and 

forth with words but I was firm and won out. The traveller 
having to send a telegram to Montreal to cancel the order. 


Another time I wanted some large table napkins. Oh, they 

were wonderful, very large size, so a dozen were ordered. I 
never told.the boss why I wanted them. I had planned to send 
three to a gentleman friend in California, who lived at his 
home. A dozen were ordered, but none but the ones I bought 
sold and every time the boss came across them he would say, 
"Some of your buying." Finally I bought them myself and a 

few days later, the boss' sister came in and wanted half a 
dozen of those large napkins, so I sold half a dozen to her 
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and I still have two of them though they are nearly worn out. 
They were just the thing for a man, they covered him and men 
hate small napkins as they do small handkerchiefs. 


One evening this same traveller was in. I had not been 
able to go to the sample room, so they brought a lot of goods 
to the store. I had no spare time to look at the goods until 
after store hours, and as we examined the goods, on the counter, 
the boss would run around to my side and talk of it. Ina few 
minutes, as he stood there, I would step from his side around 
to the other side, when back he would come to my side again 
with, "Oh, Missie see this," and I would wait my chance to 
move away to the opposite side of the counter. While the boss 
and the traveller had been whiling away their time at the 
sample room waiting for me to be at liberty, they had something 
to drink. My cousin did not often drink anything. 


This kept up for some time, he coming to my Side and me 
moving away. I tried to do it without the boss noticing what 
I was doing but when the traveller went to get some more samples 
from the door, Jack said, "What ails you Missie? Every time 
I come near you, you move away from me." I said, "I don't like 
your breath. He stepped to the other side of the counter as 
if he had been shot and there he remained the balance of the 
evening. 


When we had finished buying, I went to the cloak room to 
get my wraps, and I heard Jack say to the traveller, "Missie 
- is mad." The traveller asked what was the matter and the boss 
answered, "Because we had a drink." The traveller did not say 
anything» buctswas [ came from the cloak room ready to bid him 
good night he fell into step with me, walked to the door, and 
he said, "I am sorry Miss Acheson for what happened tonight and 
I will see that it does not occur again." And it never did the 
remaining years he came while I was in the store. 


One traveller was very fleshy and was, quite a drinker. 
Jack disliked him. I do not know why. I liked him and I do 
not know why excepting he had’a sense of humor. He would come 
to town yegcetrdrunk, diewin therhotel,until he sobered up, then 
, come to the store and he would. be so polite. It was amuSing. 
Of-course he did notoget drunk every.time..he came to town, Then 
he got married. My cousin Emma, who worked in her father's 
. Store next to us said this traveller's wife was the only woman, 
she ever heard of, who liked this traveller. Well I would not 
want to marry him, but I liked him. 


When he would have any cold pig and he would show them 
to Jack, Jack would call me to come and see them and the 
traveller would call out, "No, you are not wanted here. Stay 
where you are." He knew I was set against buying stock not 
up to date. Of course there were times when cold pig was all 
right, depending on the shade and the poods. 


This traveller happened to visit the store one year when 
we were takin inventory, or, as we called it, Stock. 
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When I was in Clinton dress goods were only twenty seven 
inches wide and came folded like cotton, but gradually this 
changed and dress goods were about thirty three inches or the 
full yard and they were rolled on boards as at the present time. 
In Clinton, we were not allowed to measure by any rule, so in 
Goderich we continued to unroll the goods, measure, and roll on 
the boards again, or as we called it block them. 


To get them tight on the board, and keep the cloth even, 
the cloth had to be kept tight. To do this we would stand at 
the end of the counter, put a weight on the cloth as far down 
as the counter was clear, and then roll up. When the weight 
came up to us, it was picked up and carried back on the cloth 
and the rolling continued. 


One day I came across a piece of iron, about three inches 
Square and over a foot long. A fine thing for a weight. So 
putting it on a piece of cloth I was rolling up, it made the 
right weight to keep the goods from curling up. I was busy 
rolling or blocking the day this traveller came and seeing what 
I was doing, he stepped up and began carrying the weight back 
onthe. goods when. I had rolled it to me. Finally, after doing 
it several times, he picked up the iron weight, walked to the 
back door, and threw it away. Coming back, he said, "I don't 
think it is necessary to kill yourself carrying that weight 
just to have your goods rolled on the board." 


My cousin had an amusing habit of always assuring his 
customer he understood exactly any experience they had passed 
through, as he had gone through the same himself. It is inter- 
esting to look back on how customers would confide all their 
troubles to us. 


Jack's sister and I used to be amused at all the exper- 
iences he had passed through, and one day, when his sister was 
in the store, Jack had a customer who was telling him of having 
a baby very recently, and Minnie, his sister, was sitting at 
ny counter, She said, "I wonder if Jack has had that exper- 

ence. 


Another time, he was waiting on @ young woman and she 
said, "I am not feeling very well. I am wondering if I am 
going to be sick. for my sister is home with diphtheria." She 
was from the country. Jack turned pale and he began swallowing 
to see if his throat was getting sore. When she left, he burst 
out with, "What right has she running around exposing everyone 
to diphtheria. I could feel my throat getting sore. But he 
did not come down with it. 


I did not do any buying for the groceries. Jack did that 
and one day, when the grocery traveller was there, he said, 
"Missie what do you say about putting in tobacco?" I said, 
"The store is yours. You can put in what you wish but I will 
not sell it" He answered, "Well, I can sell it myself." The 
traveller turned to me and said, "I am willing to put up one 
hundred dollars you will marry a smoker." I said, "And I am willing 


to cover your bet that I will not." 
~7T4- 
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The tobacco cameand Jack called, "Missie, come here till 
we put the price on this tobacco." I said, "Mark it as you 
like. I have nothing to say about the price as I am not going 
to sell it." He just looked at me but said nothing. 


Customers would come in and ask for tobacco and I told 
them I did not sell it, they could go and help themselves to 
it or get it elsewhere. I would give them enough cash from 
their trade to buy it elsewhere, and the women would answer, 
"I don't blame you," and take the cash and go to a grocery 
store. 


One Saturday night, a man came in for some groceries and 

I had to wait on him, the others were busy, and I finished my 
women customers before the men were through with theirs. I 
used to dread to see a man go to the grocery part and I had 

to wait on them, for fear I would have tp refuse to sell tobac- 
c6. oO this.night the man asked for some...i told him the 

mén sold it, that I did not handle it, so Jack came and ex- 
changed customers and as he passed me on his way out he gave 

& grunt of disgust. 


The next Saturday he was in again. Jack waited on him 
and when he was through getting his groceries, Jack said, 
"Any tobacco?" He said, "No, I went home and told my wife 
about that girl refusing to sell me and she said, "Thank 
goodness someone has the courage to refuse to handle it and 
I have not used tobacco since." 


But the old Gaelic man beat .all the others.. He was a 
great strapping Scotchman about six feet six and built in 
proportion, “He had a2°big St. Bernard dog with him. The man 
SateGlrereuoOlL, tic COZ lay ontwthe Pioor in front of the 
grocery counter, and finally he said, "Give me some tobacco." 
I said, “I do not handle tobacco". He sprang from his stool 
and leaning over the counter towered over me as he yelled, 
"You don't sell tobacco and it is there behind you." The dog 
sprang .to its feet,looking over the .counter.at.me, ready .to,spring 
if need be. Jack came hurrying and said, "Take my customer." 
so I went to the woman customer and we had a good laugh. The 
store was full. 


The next week Jack went out and in a few minutes came 
‘back with a grocery man and sold the tobacco to him and that 
was the last of my experience with it. 


After I was working for my cousin for about a year I 
received two letters offering me work. One was from a merchant 
who once owned a store in Clinton. He had left Clinton some 
Vale DelOLE.s suc laretused Lt. 


The other was from a man who had once been a travelling 
salesman and had bought a store in Clinton. I turned it down. 
Then I was offered a position in a grocery store but they handled 
CObecCOUmmBOsunaLcewas taboo. Buti why leave the store I was in. 

I received a raise in salary every six months. Not a great 


deal, but fifty cents a week without askiny for it. 
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Jack used to put off things. If we promised a customer 
to send for samples of trimming, or do some other Service, he 
would put off writing even when he had taken the order. So 
L.would take -the order to the. office and tell him to get to 
work and write so and so. He would promise that he would, 
but I would tell him to do it at once, but he would contend 
hevwas busy. SoOst -would pick up the tablet set it in front 
of him and say, "I will not leave this office until you do as 
I request." He would protest but finally yield. It was the 
only way I could keep my promises to the customers. 


I will say the six years I worked for Jack I never knew 
a dishonest thing done, not even in our advertisements. 
Jack would come to me with the ad to check over before giving 
it to the paper and sometimes he would have some goods that 
were such a price, now such a price. I would say, "Jack that 
never was.that price. You can.change .it. If you want to you 
can say worth such a price but you cannot say was such a price.' 
Then he would chide me for my Puritan conscience, but I 
noticed the wording was changed. 


Many times customers commented on our honesty. I would 
not think of selling a poor woman or working girl a piece of 
percale that I knew would not wash, even if they did not ask, 
but.people who could afford it, I sold it. But if they asked 
apour che color, 1° told tnem’ the facts. 


Colors were not so durable as at the present time. I 
usually took samples home and washed them with soap and water 
and kept them in the store to exhibit, if the customers wished 
LO. SC6.y, O01 course. 1 told them I did not know the effect of 
the.sun.on.the goods, but they could see the effect of soap 
and water on them. 


The country boy who was in the store in Goderich when I 
arrived there turned out well. He left Goderich and went to 
work for a wholesale firm and was sent to England where he 
lived for some time as a silk buyer for the wholesale firm in 
Toronto. My Brother-in-law went to England on business and 
While there called on George Cox. He was getting a salary of 
five. tnousand dollars a year besides’ a commission. He~ told 
my brother-in-law he had me to thank, for all he knew I had 
taught him. He did not send me any silk for a dress as a token 
of thanks, but it 18 nice to know I have done something in my 
day. 


Then we had a young man from Dungannon. This boy had 
learned, in some way, we were in need of a boy, so came in one 
“morning when Jack was in the city. I asked him a few questions 
and found he had walked in twelve miles. I said I was sorry 
but Mr. Acheson would not be home for a couple of days and 
Suggested he go to my boarding house for dinner and rest before 
starting back as he said he would walk home again. He said 
he had an aunt living in town and would go there and have 
dinner and a rest. 
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The day Mr. Acheson returned from the city, this boy was 
in the store ayain. I asked how he had come in and again I 
was told he walked. So I went back to the office and told 
Jack the boy I had told him of was out there again and had 
walked in the twelve miles and I added, "You can go out and 
hire him for there is something to him." 


So he went out and talked to him and did as I suggested. 
He hired him. . Then I took him in hand, told him to’ go to 
his aunt's or where he intended boarding, rest up and be on 
hand at seven o'clock the next morning. 


His name was Will. He proved to be a plodder but very 
reliable and turned out well. When a horse and buggy drove 
up to the store, they usually had butter or eggs, and if a 
woman was driving, which they often were, the horse had to be 
tied. So when I saw a buggy drive up I would say, “Will, tie 
that woman's horse", or "Get the butter and eggs from the buggy 
just driven up," and I would speak quite sharply. So one day 
Will said, "Miss Acheson, when you say 'Will do so and so" 
you speak as if you expected me to quit whatever I am doing 
and @o what you say." I said, “Boy you never made a better 
guess in your life, for that is exactly what I mean." Then I 
went on to explain what service in waiting on people who 
drove up to the door meant. 


This Will was still in the store until after I was married, 
but how long, I do not know. He married @ Goderich girl and 
bought a good home on the installment plan, and the boss fired 
him, Jack considered it a better’ house’ than’ a clerk could 
afford. He went to the Canadian West and I was told so many 
customers. made such a fuss over his going that Jack sent for 
him.we He came,back but to a higher salary. 


One rule I made with the clerks, to teach them to be honest, 
was: when money was found on the floor, when sweeping. If it 
was \behind: the, counters it belonged to the boss, if elsewhere 
it belonged to the finder. 


A woman was buying some cotton one day and I suggested 
she get a piece of cheap lace to trim the cotton. This woman 
was a good manager, good worker, and they were in comfortable 
circumstances... She told me she could not buy lace. ‘Her 
husband looked over the bills and objected to her buying any- 
thing but cotton. She had told me what she was buying the cotton 
for and I showed her something different, then I tried selling 
the lace. 


She said she could buy all the cotton she wanted but he 
objected to goods Of a difierent namée.**I-told*nher if* she 
wanted anything from now on it would not be listed by its fancy 
name but would be marked cotton. So I kept her secret. 


I was in this store six years and do not remember ever 
being behind time. When Jack went to the city, I always had 
the boy go to my boarding house for my dinner and supper and 
ate in the store. The boy clerks miyht have some difficulty 
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handling some of the customers so I remained all day. 


I was off one half hour from being sick. I had some 
stomach trouble and vomited and Jack saw me looking pale and 
asked the trouble. So he sent me home at eleven thirty. On 
the way home I bought a lemon and ate it for my dinner and 
went back to the store at one o'clock. This was the only 
time I was off from this trouble or other sickness. I did have 
a cold once in a while and ate a couple large onions and 
drank about a quart of water. That always ended that. 


An amusing thing, to me, was the way so many people re- 
garded small change. If a customer was paying her bill and 
had the change all but two or three or maybe five cents, she 
would say, "I guess that is enougu." She would not break a 
bill to pay in full...) Whereas .if we.were shy a couple of cents 
in giving back the change, we would say, "Can we give you a 
few rows of pins or a spool of thread?" An she would always 
take it. 


L did not.fo0.to,manynparties sinrGodéerich 2 “With “the 
water’ and Scenery it did inot seem necessary but I did go 
walking a@ great deal. After standing on my feet all day long 
from eight in the morning until-after seven at ‘night, I would 
Strine Qut tor a walk, often a five mile walk, or I would 
stroll down to the lake or river and sit on the bank and watch 
the sun set. Of course I was seldom alone... Some young man 
would say, "Let us go for a walk. I like to walk with you 
for you step out like a man." I had noticed so many girls 
seemed to prance with short steps while I stepped a good step. 


It may be interesting to know something about the dresses 
worn at this time. Of course there were no ready made dresses. 
We were getting ready made women's coats but only had them a 
couple of years before I left the store. Men's suits could 
be bought ready made about the time I went to Goderich. Before 
that time the cloth was sold by the yard and tailors made them 
up as dress makers made women's clothes. But dress makers and 
tailors still made garments for people who did not want to buy 
ready made. 


When I went to the store, the hoop skirts were worn, then 
the bustle came in and then went out. Dresses were worn to 
the shoe tops, long sleeves, high neck, high collars. The 
Basque waist was worn and separate skirts, then later on the 
Hales, eoloru Costs and skirts, of woolen material. I-never 
wore a cotton dress in the ten years I worked. I could buy 
all woolen material (Nun's veiling) for twenty five cents a 
yard. I had a dress made out of material for men's suits that 
sold for three dollars and seventy five cents a yard. 


When anyone passed away, all the relations that is; the 
wife, mother, daughters and sisters all went in mourning and 
wore black. So much crepe, yards and yards of it. The men 
wore black cloth for suits and a band of crepe around the 
Sleeve between elbow and shoulder of the left arm. ‘Then a 
band was worn around the hat. Crepe was expensive, running 
from five to seven dollars a yard and there would be from one 
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to three yards in a costume, with veils. 


The colored clothes were all put away, and for one year 
nothing but black was worn, then black and white for six 
months or a year. 


The wife or mother wore &@ short veil of black over the 
face and down about the bust, and the veil behind sometimes 
reached to the bottom of the waist but never shorter than the 
waist. Then there would be bands of crepe from three inches 
to half a yard wide around the skirt. 


Imagine living in a home with all dressed in black. Black 
clothes in the closets and meeting people on the streets in 
deep mourning, as we called it. A person in mourning could 
go nowhere except to church. No parties, no games, no amuse- 
ments or entertainment for one year. 


The dresses changed, in those days just like at the 
present time. Riding coats oneyear and something else the 
next. Very large leg of mutton sleeves one year, small sleeves 
the next. We wore a good deal of Scotch plaids. I was very 
fond of some of these plaids. We had tweeds of all kinds. I 
had one dress that cost me fifteen dollars a yard, wholesale, 

a beautiful brocade. 


I had a fur cape that was a beauty. It was beaver and came 
down below my waist and cost me over thirty dollars wholesale, 
“and fur was cheap in those days. With it I had a pair of 
beaver fur gloves with long cuffs that met the cape. I paid 
fifteen doilars for the gloves. I did not enjoy wearing the 
cape. It was too warm to wear in church and too cold with it 
Olav 


After I had been working for ten years, I decided to quit 
the store and go home and learn some housework. Jack let me off 
in the spring with the request to come back when the Summer 
visitors were in town. Jack said, "I wonder what it will be 
like to be boss of my own store, when you leave, for I have 
been taking orders for six years." 


I returned for the summer months, then left for good and 
it was rather amusing to hear the number of men I was to be 
married to. The people knew I was going to be married but 
were somewhat puzzled who the man was to be. 


One little thing amused me very much. A farm woman asked 
me what hose I would recommend which would be easy on her 
feet. I said, "I have found cashmere the easiest of any I 
have worn." She said, "What do you know about standing on 
your feet?" I never sat down from eight in the morning till 
after seven at night excepting while eating. dinner and Supper, 
and always on hard wood floors, no carpet, no matting, so I 
do not know who had more experience. Women's shoes had soles 
so thin I could feel the knots in the flooring through the 
soles. 
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I went to a cobbler Ole day, when I had bought a new 
pair of shoes, and asked him to put on a half sole over the 
Sole already on the shoes ind 1 could not fet him to do it. 
He said, "Wear the sole and rewTrr replace it." I could not 


get him to understand how | uutverped with thin soled shoes. 


I enjoyed my work and have always thought, through the 
years since I married, 1f 1 over nag to earn my living, it 
would be store life, I would preter to any other kind of 
work. 
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Social Lifenin Clinton and Goderich 


I had been in Clinton a couple of weeks or more, when 
going to work one day, a young woman crossed the street to me 
and asked me to attend the Epworth League meeting for young 
people of the Methodist Church, which met every Monday evening. 
She suggested I call at her home and go with her, as JI had to 
pass her home to go to the meeting. 


I had met this young woman, Hester Moore, before I came 
to Clinton. While Mary was taking dress making lessons, she 
boarded at this young woman's home and she had come home with 
Mary on more than one occasion. Hester was much in love with 
Geo. Calbick and one time, to get an excuse to come to my home 
and maybe meeting George, met me one Friday and said she would 
drive me home Saturday morning and stay over Sunday. Saturday 
was a holiday. 


There was no way to get word to the home folk not to meet 
me and expecting I would be home before dinner I waited for 
her. She delayed until dinner and so it was after two o'clock 
when we reached the farm to find some of the family in tears. 
When we walked from Clinton we took a short cut through the 
fields and usually some one went part way back to watch for us 
crossing the field. We had to cross a railroad track about 
half way across the mile of fields and in-a position on a hill 
one could be seen from \the time they left the Huron road until 
we came to our own farm. 


Tramps were so often walking the track that we always 
sent a lookout back in the lane a piece and so some one had 
come to watch for me. 


I did not come, hours passed and I did not come and the 
day before Father had seen signs of a tramp in his back wood 
just a short distance from the track so I was supposed to have 
been molested and dear knows what had happened to me. 


If they had put a horse in the buggy and came to town, 
it would have only taken an hour to make the trip there and 
‘back but we walked so much in those days, no one ever thought 
of driving for me. 


Well, I accepted Hester's invitation to go to League and 
continued going the four years I was in Clinton. It was the 
finest League I ever attended. It took in all the young people 
up to"thirty-years- of age’ and@several of these were* married 
people. 


There was Bob Holmes, who was editor of the Clinton New 
Era paper, which his father owned; Wm. Beasley, who managed 
the Beasley Millinery Store, and his crippled sister, who was 
head of the girls who made the hats; A. Taylor, who worked in 
his father's shoe store; Horace Foster, who was the photographer; 
Sam Booth and his wife, he worked in the organ factory; and 
several young women who were between twenty five and thirty 
years of age, such as Hester Moore, Miss Graham, and Miss 
Trewartha,. 
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Lhese.people.wene wonderful help to,the league and kept 
it. going alongs an uplifting line of work, and how the younrer 
people developed in Christian life. Leading in prayer, con- 
ducting sthe neetinis, «preparing »and dclivering their .own 
addresses,,.and<in doing .klndly acts all over the town. 


I.soon learncd.of.some of the things different. members 
WEresOGing. Such«asusitting up with the.sick, .we -had, no 
Lrained »ynurses -in.«Clinton in those days, as well as’ helping 
people in many ways. 


There was one young man who was very low with T.B. Diff- 
erent people had helped his mother, who was a widow and he her 
Onsyoe@hiid sand Nad«asat up.dilanicht with him, So Tt sas “not 
Boing.to.be behind the other people, for was I not accustomed 
at home to helping people and my p:rents helped care for the 
sick, .so.my.trish impulsiveness came to the fore and.one 
evening 1 stepped up to the door, knocked and inquired how 
her son was. I had never seen the woman before nor had I met 
the son. 


In the conversation I learned she did not know if anyone 
VoeerOL0e LO De. Cnere, tbat ghieotuto Sit up. iso | Said [I would 
be. back, about eight thirty and if no oné was with her, I would 
remain the night. 


JUBLEeC LOA LeChnavedra Old. Nevergqigvanytoing for a sick 
person in my life, excepting one time at my. Mother's reques 
L,put a hot iron to her feet. She.was not feeling well and 
had asked me to do it. Father had gone for a neighbor woman. 
We had very little sicknéss in our home, excepting light colds. 


I came back at the appointed time and as no one was there 
Il remained. The mother went up stairs to bed almost immediately 
SBowiLeeoreGowetoO Walton ..s | had no work, no reading, or any- 
thing co. occupy my time dna” the lamp, in. the room, having no 
Shade, ledaro bo MOGUL turned! low, It waS the longest night 1 
ever DUCE. Heese cuecaunolratcention which was "a fo0d “thing. 
Every change in his breathing, I wondered if he were dying 
and what I would do if he appeared to be doing so. I dozed 
for a few minutes, around three o'clock and awoke with a start, 
ashamed of myself. Morning came at last and his mother cane 
down stairs. I struck out for my boarding house for a good 
wasn and breakfast. He died a‘ few nights afterwards. 


Thavowea the Larst end only time*l "sat up dione “during 
my working days. Fortunately none of the people I sat up with 
passed away the night 1 was there. 


Many of the young people of the League were on the church 
board, taught in the Sunday School, and were officers in the 
church. They helped the preacher in every way they could. 


Once a month, in the league, we would have a literary 
meeting. Have de@bates> Songs, and “different things. JI remember 
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one debate the married men put on. Resolved it was an act of 
kindness on the part of Peter Pumpkin Eater to keep his wife 
in a pumpkin shell. 


In this League we had a glee club of young men and at 
these monthly meeting they sang all kinds of funny songs, 
and often Negro Spirituals. We had a man over six feet and 
one not more than five feet and a few inches. Both were good 
singers and one night these two men sang "Six feet of ground 
makes us all of one size." 


In this League we had different groups, those near my 
age associated together. In the older group was Miss Beasley, 
the cripple, and as I used to assist her to and from the League, 
I was invited to the doings she and her crowd took part in. 
Then I was also in the crowd about my own age. 


The older crowd would be invited to different county 
churches when revival meetings would be on. A band sleigh 
would be hired for us and we would go out and take an active 
part in the meeting. On one occasion Crosley and Hunter, two 
noted evangelists, were holding a revival meeting in Exeter, 

a town nineteen miles south of Clinton and we hired the band 
sleigh and drove down to hear these two wonderful men. Nineteen 
miles with horse and sleigh was some ride. 


On Sunday evening after church service, we would sometimes 
meet at a home and sing for an hour and light refreshments 
would be passed. We often went to homes where people were 
Shut in and have a prayer meeting, at least we would sing and 
pray. i recall “one nNignt, attera League meeting, some of*the 
older crowd asked me to go to a home where the woman was to 
have an operation the next day. She had sent word she wished 
a few to come and pray with her before she was operated on. 


An operation, in those days, was very rare. A surgeon 
had come from some distant city to perform the operation, as 
She had been given only a couple of weeks to live if she did 
not have "1t done. she Jived arter a very large tumor had “been 
removed. 


The younger crowd, that I associated with, of the League 

. members consisted of twelve boys and twelve girls, all about 
the same age. It was in this younger crowd we had such good 
times during the winter. We would seldom let a week pass 
without being at a party, as each parent gave a party. Country 
people invited us out to their places and I took them out to 

my home. 


The glee club would be invited, in the summer, all around 
the cauntry, to social artairs. They would fo out to these 
gatherings and sing and put on the entire program for lawn 
socials. The country church people would hire the band wagon 
for the glee club, and as it was made up of our young men in 
the younger group, we girls always went along. 
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The year that was leap year, during my life in Clinton, 
was one I well remember. We had some interesting parties. [ 
dropped into the Cooper book store and some others were there 
and some one said we have not had a party for some time, let 
us have a leap year party. So it was soon decided we would 
have one and I invited them out to my home in the country. So 
the party was arranged then and there, as so many of them had 
been before. 


We giris hired the band sleigh for the party, it being 
leap year, and we called for mur young men, let them into the 
Sleigh ahead of us and looked after their comfort. We arrived 
at my home without any trouble and when getting ready for our 
midnight lunch, we found the boys hed clubbed together and 
bought oranges for the crowd, which I thought was very fine 
of them. 


One of the girls had a party at her place, an invited 
party. sShortly before this party, a new preacher had come to 
town and had two daughters who were invited and when going home 
time came no young man accompanied them. They had only a block 
and a half to go, but that was not the way to use the girls 
right. 


Later on another girl gave a party and again the preacher's 
daughters were invited. When we went up to get our wraps on, 
the young woman of the house remained down stairs and she told 
the boys what she thought of young men, letting the preacher's 
daughters go home without a companion, at an earlier party. 
she was going to arrange things so this would not happen at her 
party. So she told each boy who he was to accompany home. 


In one way these parties rather amused me. When we girls 
started down stairs, the boys would be lined up, near the 
front door, awaiting the young woman they wished to see home. 
Up stairs the girls stood back hesitating to go down stairs 
until d,got my. wraps omandidwould Strike down first. “This 
happened so. often ZI could not but notice it. »I would walk 
down stairs out to the living room to bid the family good night 
and then strike for the door, and some young man would step to 
ny hee. 


We were invited to bring our crowd out to Mrs. Thompsons. 
We left there a little before three o'clock A.M. Some did not 
want to leave so early, and the family seemed to enjoy our 
erowd: for they urgedousotos stay longer, but some’ of us were 
set on going home for we who wanted to go home were dated up 
with another crowd to go to Goderich the next night. 


We went to Uncle John Anderson's in Goderich which was 
fourteen miles from Clinton and we reached home just as the 
town bell was ringing seven o'clock. I changed dresses, had 
breakfast, and went to work. It was hard to work that day in 
the store, but as the boss had been alony with us, he was easy 
on me. 
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You may wonder how I kept warm on these trips because I 
did not have on a heavy coat. We had paper vests, some of 
them had sleeves, which we wore under our coats and these kept 
the heat of the body in and the cold out. They were made of 
tough brown paper, very pliable. Then we girls and women wore 
woolen pants, under our skirts and underskirts, which we 
Slipped on over our underwear. They came down to near the 
bottom of the dress and were taken off on entering a house, if 
you took your wrap off, and put on again when you put your wraps 
on. 


The night we drove to Goderich, we had a hired driver and 
two spans of horses. The road to Goderich was very hilly with 
high steep hills. I was sitting close to the drivers seat and 
on the top of one of those hills he let one pair of lines, or 
rather the lines in one hand drop from his grasp. When he 
recovered them he took off his gloves and drove the balance of 
the way with his bare hands and it was a cold night. 


In Canada the twenty fourth of May is a holiday, being 
Queen Victoria's birthday. It comes at a nice time of the year, 
being between Easter and the first of July and the weather is 
getting warm enough for out door sports. So I began inviting 
the young people of our crowd out to my home for a picnic that 
day. They would bring their own eatables and sit out doors or 
on the veranda for their meal. We would play all kind of 
games on the lawn. Some played tag or crack the whip and 
some played croquet or other quiet games and after lunch would 
take a stroll. Some going to the woods, to the creek, some 
strolled along the road @nd some would lie under the trees on 
the lawn. On one occasion we had dinner at my place and Supper 
in Bayfield and had a nice ride home. 


When we went on those party drives either winter or summer, 
we always had musical instruments along with us. We would 
Sing songs or hymns and the boys who could play the instruments 
would play them. In going past homes on our way home, late at 
night, we would make a lot of noise and waken the people. 


Next day customers would say, "Were you out last night?" 
I would say, "Yes." Then they would answer that they had 
decided it was the noisy Rattenbury crowd that woke them up 

in the night. Our church was on Rattenbury Street and always 
went by that name as there were two Methodist Churches in town. 


Jack Armstrong, now of Ontario, Cal. wanted to teach me 
to play the banjo. He made one for himself and learned to 
play it, but a great chance I had to learn to play when I 
could not keep time either singing or on the piano. When I 
could not manage music in any form. I took up pencil drawing 
and did several pictures. 


A warunto we lievoumyed imst..act, of charity..... I, heard, in 
some way, a family on one of the back streets was in very poor 
circumstances, indecd T heard they were starving. So I bought 
a loaf of bread and went to the back door of their home and 
handed’ it to the virl who answered the door. I told her what 
it was and she just said, "Oh, bread," with such emphasis that 
tecoult wea Chink Shé- was glad to get it. 
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some time later, after hearing more about this family, 
I put a dollar bill in an envelone und took it to the house, 
Ll again went to the back door and the girl took the envelope, 
and,. thanking, me, went back to the other room as I left. I 
had only gone a hundred yards f'rom the house when the front 
door opened and someone shouted, "Wait." The girl rushed out 
of the house and up to me saying, "I want to know who you are, 
You are so good to give us that dollar." I said it was not 
necessary for her to know my name. I had heard her father 
was out of work and could not get anything to do. 


She said, "I know who you are. You are an angel. Yes, 
an angel, and we thank you." She then told me how hard her 
father had tried to. get work,. but. could not. .So the next day 
L dropped in, to. sce, Mr... Foster and told him.what. I had learned 
of this family. He thought a few moments and said, "I may be 
able to get him some work in the country." He must have done 
So ror I heard the father had work. 


I went with another group of people, the store workers 
and.iIrieénds Tor winter fun. Besides our parties, we, had 
toboggan sliding, ice skating, and snow shoeing, in winter. 
In, Summer, we had tennis,. la crosse,, croquet and bicycling. 


Out town people put on plays and our League put on con- 
certs in the town hall and a goodly number of travelling 
troups came to town so we had plenty of entertainment, 


L, kept myself busy, in my spare time, doing, fancy work, 
making calls, taking up pencil drawing, attending church 
meetings and concerts, calling at the homes of my Sunday 
school, pupils, and had a good time ali the four years. _I lived 
mH 9 Oo Ba ge) 6 


When L lett. Clinrom co wo. to Goderich, J took.my church 
membership ticket, and efter J. was. in Goderich a. few.days I 
went around to the parsonage, and.met. the Rev... Richardson, 
an elderly man and gave him my church ticket. He made inquiry 
about the Clinton League and asked how it was handled. 


I began attending the meetings and after some time was 
elected president. Before I took office, we changed ministers 
and Rev. Howell was on the charge. The Epworth League grew 
steadily and soon we had @n attendance of from eighty to. 
one hundred and we had some interesting times at the meetings. 


A number of us girls learned to swing Indian clubs. A 
young man had come to town to work and could swing them so 
another girl and I went to interview him and asked what he 
would charge to put on @ class. He would take nothing for 
his teaching and we had about twenty five girls in the class. 
We practiced once or twice a week, in the open. By the time 
fall came, we were asked to swing at different doings and on 
one occasion we swung in the opera house. 
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My clubs weighed three pounds each. We selected clubs 
according to the strength of our arms. If we could raise 
the clubs high over our heads and down again without tiring 
then we could have that set of clubs. The heavier they were 
the easier to swing. 


After a@ revival meeting about thirty girls joined the 
church and I was appointed to be the leader of that class. 
I kept this class for two or three years, right up to the 
time I left Goderich. I know of only one girl that fell 
away from that class. She had some falling out with a young 
man She was to marry and began going with another young man, 
not a church goer, and I was told she was declaring she was 
going »to, 4,dance..+«..i.went to her to persuade her not to go 
but she was determined to go. The preacher went to her and 
told her he would be obliged to take her name off the church 
roll if sne went, but she went. Dancing was forbidden in the 
Methodist Church. 


I attended very few parties in Goderich. We did not 
seem to need that kind of entertainment. We had the lake where 
we could go rowing and bathing and we sometimes hired fish boats 
to take us out for a sail. Sometimes my crowd would come up 
from Clinton for a sail and I would invite a group of Goderich 
people to join them. 


I had been down to Holmesville for a visit home, one 
public holiday, as I usually went home for those days. I 
could leave Goderich on the seven thirty train in the morning 
and leave Holmesville at seven at night or at ten o'clock 
and it was only a twelve mile ride. 


So this day I had been home and was returning. There 
were only a few people on the train and when I took my seat, 
I noticed, a few seats ahead of me, was a young man with a 
moustache. He was sitting with his seat turned so he was 
facing me but was not paying any attention to me. He was a 
stranger to me and looked quite interesting. I had a book I 
was bringing back from home and did everything I could to get 
this young man's attention, without being bold about it, but 
he would not even look at me, unless it was when I was fingering 
my book. 


Well, I felt quite taken back. Me, who had no trouble 
finding people to chat to could not even get a glance from 
this young man. We arrived in Goderich, and he rose quickly 
Anduwass the vLireac to get off ithe train.) ASeL was-on, the 
train platform, ready to come down the steps, I saw the young 
man being greeted by our new preacher's son Will. A day or two 
later I learned the young man was the preacher's eldest son 
Albert, who had come home for a rest as his health was not 
what he desired. 


A couple of nights after the train ride, I came home 
from the store to find him at the boarding house, at Calbick's. 
When Dan Calbick worked in Seaforth, Bert Howell was book- 
keeper there, so he had not been in Goderich many hours before 
he met Dan and this evening he came to the house with Dan. 
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I was made acquainted with him and soon asked him 
the time. When he drew out his watch, I said, "So you got 
iti! oShersanaye"GotowHat?" I said, "Your watch." I had 
been at church one Sunday in Clinton when Rev. Howell preached, 
he was a visiting preacher, and he spoke on bringing up 
Children. He said one should always have something for the 
children to work for. Then he explained how his eldest son 
would be eighteen years old in a short time and would receive 
a gold watch for abstaining from tobacco, liquor, and from 
using profane language. So I was anxious to see if he had 
received his watch and I asked the time, while I carried a 
watch myself. I could not but think that a young man brought 
up under a parent of that understanding should be a young 
man to be interested in. 


He had been working in Eaton's in Toronto as bookkeeper but 
his health failed: under the strenuous work and he had to take 
ao rest. 


we decided to change his line of work and remained in 
Goderich going to school to prepare for college. Then he 
went to Belleville to prepare for the ministry. He took two 
years of college in one year and the next summer spent his 
vacation in Goderich and preached once in the other Methodist 
Church. We were not going together at this time as he was 
engaged to a young woman in Toronto. 


The Sunday Bert preached, I attended and he gave a very 
good talk but was extremely nervous and had to drink water 
quite frequently. 


He gave up the idea of being a minister and took up 
medicine. When he went to Detroit to take up his studies, 
his lady friend broke off their engagement. She would not 
be his wife unless he continued in the ministry. 


His real aim at this time was to be a doctor and then 
go as a foreign missionary where he could reach the people 
through medicine, aS so many missionaries at that time were 
medical men. 
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Weddings 


The first wedding I attended was that of my Aunt Lizzie 
to Wm. Cox, which was held in the parlor at my home, when I 
was 8ix or seven years old. 


After the service, the grown up people went to the 
dining room and we children had to wait for the second table, 
along with three or four more cousins. There was no fun in 
waiting, for no one ever thinks of leaving a choice thing 
for the children. However our time came and we hustled to 
the table. It was, "Here, Mary, sit here, you can eat off 
your father's plate. Here, you sit here, it is your mother's 
plate," and s0 on. So we used their knives, forks, and plates. 


The children did not begin to fill the table, but all 
the soiled and used dishes were left on the table, while we 
ate from the other used plates. AS soon as we were seated, 
we were left to ourselves. All.cousins or sisters, but as 
we had met the cousins a couple of times, they were strangers 
to uS, and all were shy. 


Fortunately for us, the bride left the parlor to go 
upstairs to change her dress and looked in at us, then came 
into the room saying as she did so, "You blessed children. 
Is no one looking after you?" Reaching over she picked up 
Lnemcarcasanor a turkey iniher hands, itoré it apart, and 
handed out portions to those nearest her. Then she came 
near where I sat and did the same thing and urged us to eat 
all we wanted of everything. 


I can see her today as plainly as I saw her over sixty 
five years ago, pulling those birds apart, wearing her silk 
wedding dress, and her long hair in ringlets. She had 
beautiful curly hair, and she wore ringlets at the back, 
while the front part was caught up on the head in the style 
of that day. How she) laughed as«she served us, as if life 
was one happy dream. 


My eldest sister Mary was married to Dan Calbick at 
our home, on the farm, when I was seventeen, 


Dan's parents lived on-.a farm at the edge of the village 
of Holmesville. He and Mary went to school at the same 
time and when we were vaccinated against small pox, Mary had 
her vaccine from Dan. 


In those days, we did not. go to a doctor to be vaccinated, 
but someone would get a point from the druggist or doctor and 
vaccinate someone in the family. Then when the pus formed, 
the rest of the family used it on their arms and the neigh- 
bors would also get it. So long as a child was healthy, the 
arm would be scratched with a needle, always a needle never 
a pin. A pin would cause infection, but a needle would not, 
of course the needle was never sterilized. We never heard 
of that. If they wanted it to be clean, it would be passed 
between the lips, and so washed off with the saliva of the 
mouth. 


~89- 


tnuA ym. hea 

» ; . Somos yw 
add of Snow 6 
epee 


fas Gatods ae ‘wu 
ot belisud ew bas. 
7 en 389 1890 — ‘ 

sodion soy & 
aersia bas ,atixoT veovk 


ffs tud . oldest ots 
ow sifriw .sidsd ods 
, bsdaoe otoM ow 28 ¢ 
es tud ,ateveba. to : 
etosnarie etow yond ,aemks * elquoo 8 Pryor of Ad 2: 
Ye stew 
om oF xoflusq ond Sieh, eaiz au 102 . A: } 
gnas wens . 6 78 nt bexoo! brs 229%). "ved ele af Pak 
fombitdte boedeld wok” . a sit 88 gibys ei ghwa 
gu beoioig ada 1t6Vv0 Ba TuOY 
bus .jtSqQs sL ood .AbaBd wort at vasae tan oo 
anas erie aoalT . ted Zeetben saord Od | RitD 
jae of eu boxucty bus unkds emee oct bb Praca s0n 
neath » posnew ow wire 


yixte tevo ved wea I aa ylnkela es yabods use gael 1. 
¥fifa «sd aniswsey , HGH Sbhbtid saoris gntiivg ,OpS ersey evit ~ 
bei edd ,avalyrit atetbed gool ted bee or gittbbow | 
ond of? 38 etolunt® atow one bas «tied gityo Letiauaed io. 
otyde oie m2 bsed sl? ate me ddaweo eay Breen gaort ent eftdw 
ett tt as ,eau bovise Shea, os berixvel ote woH .,.¥sb 2sd% To 
-t8otb acy’ ao 28 


$8 #OokdLed ned es botutam cow y18M sesate seabhon gm 


-reetievsa aby L asdw garmet mee 8 ,, 
4a A blab 7 
Saniltv eit to ends ot 38 GST & ao. bavkk at a'nsd § a 


enee oft 38 Loodes oJ Inew yrs BAB Si 
basa yrs ,.xoq [lanes amis: bead antoosv pet niet 


.bevsutoosv od oft ‘toJ50b 8 oF 09 Jon BLD SW. GY 
bits toloob to saltanuwib od motT InLog 8. Jey 
,bem10? suq siz nodw asil .¢linei adi 
-figion sfd bus emis atent no Jf heew ¥ 

ers ,yivised esw bilido & eB gaol oc 
qoved elbeon s aysuls ,sibsen s doiw. 

~Jon bisow slboen 8 Sud .mot 2 

bused teyven oW ,beshifseda a 
beassq ed bluow vt ,gasefo 9¢< 
ort ‘to svifice sit ditw te bereaw 


Dan grew up and left home, going to Seaforth to learn 
the carpenter trade or cabinet work. After working there 
a while, we worked in Clinton in the organ factory and 
began keeping company with Mary. Then he went to British 
Columbia. 


He was the.only young man that my mother would not let 
us younger children play pranks on, if she could help it. 
So all we could do was turn the clock on, for Dan would leave 
at ten o'clock sharp, walk four miles to town, and be ready 
for work the next morning at seven. This did not effect 
him, as he carried a watch, and though we opened the hall 
door so he’ could hear the’clock strike as they sat in the 
parlor, 10 did not make him leave. 


When they were married, Susie and I made out a bill, 
without Mother knowing of it; and we had charged Dan with 
fuel, oi1l,-meals and such things. We gave him credit for 
every meal he had given Mary,-or any work he did for Father, 
or if he took her to a concert, we gave him credit for it. ° 


We handed Dan this bill the day before they were leaving 
for their home in the west. Mother was quite ashamed, but 
had to lavgh over it. 


Two years after he went to British Columbia, he came 
back to be married. Another man, who had been a Goderich 
Township young man, was coming back to be married to his 
lady love at the same time, and at meal time they would 
drink a toast to the two sweethearts, and this was the 
toast: 


Here's to we two and they two. 

If they love we two as we love they two 
Here’ s “vous “Pour. 

But if they two love not we two 

As we two love they two, 

Here's to we two and no more. 


Well, Dan and Mary were married at high noon, the 
Wednesday before Christmas 1885. 


The relations were invited, or rather two from each 
family. "In all over Pifty were ‘there. “My sister ‘Susie 
and Dan's brother were bridesmaid and groomsman. 


We had borrowed two tables from the village church. 
Each held twenty four. A couple of aunts served the meal 
and the other aunts helped in the kitchen. 


Not much serving was needed as the eatables were all 
on the tables, and how those tables were loaded with food. 
Each table was exactly alike. Turkeys at each end and 
experienced uncles and Father stood up and carved them. 
There were other meats such as chicken, and ham. The 
bride's cake of five stories was on one table and another 
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five story cake on the other. 


We often hear of tables groaning with food. Well, those 
tables must have shrieked. 


My father and his brothers were expert carvers, their 
father teaching each son when he reached manhood, and if 
anything adds to a meal it is to watch experienced people 
carve a bird. Father taught us all when we were quite 
young. 


The bride and groom left, soon after we had all been 
served, for the train with the usual rice and old shoes being 
thrown after them. 


Gifts were looked over, and visiting went on, until 
those who did drive to town, returned when another meal was 
served. After this meal, the farmer relations who had chores 
to do, went homebut about twenty five or more remained. 


After supper, the crowd entered into games of all 
kinds3e spim: the pan, charades, dusty miller,iiand all oka 
fashioned games, as well as shooting at targets indoors, 
bean bags, etc., and at twelve o'clock we were fed again. 
The fun continued until after four in the morning. When 
they began to talk of going home, eatables were set on the 
kitchen table for anyone wanting lunch. Those romping games 
would create an appetite in anyone who entered into them 
heartily. 


As the last buggy drove away and Father entered the 
house, he said quite emphatically, "Well, that's the last 
time anything like that will take place in this house." 


Next day, baskets ‘of eatables were carried to the 
neighbors, besides what some of the aunts carried home, and 
we ate wedding stuff for over a week afterwards. That was 
the last wedding in that house on that scale. 


Mary and Din visited around among the relations on 
both sides for a few weeks, then went to British Columbia. 
The Canadian Pacific Railroad had not been built through 
Canada so they had to go through the States, going through 
Chicago, Seattle, and by boat’ to Vancouver, taking fourteen 
days and nights to make the trip. 


Mary wore a colored silk dress for her wedding, and I 
think it was light brown. For her travelling dress she 
had a blue serge, trimmed with silver fox fur, cost one 
dollar and twenty five cents a yard and was about two 
inches wide. It was on the collar, cufl's, and around the 
skirt. Her coat was short, and the same kind of fur went 
around the collar and down the front. She had a velvet 
Gress as well and also had a dozen quilts, eighteen pillow 
cases, and a dozen sheets, as well as a good supply of 
Other thiniss needed. 
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| Susie and I went to the train to see them off and 
Mother kept herself busy packing their things and finding 
something to keep her busy every minute. She bid them 
good bye and not a tear was shed by anyone, but when we 
arrived home from the station, Mother was sitting ina 
chair and could not rise without help. For two or three 
days she was helpless. Aunt Susan Ford came down to see 
her, and I heard Aunt Ford say, "Ann, I think you have two 
of the hardest hearted girls I ever met. To think they saw 
their sister off on the train and may never see her again 
and neither of them shed a tear". Mother answered, "I am 
very proud of them I certainly would not want them to make 
an exhibition, at the station, crying. It shows they have 
some control of themselves." 


My sister Emma was married next, in my family. She 
had refused twice to marry the groom but he was persistent 
and finally won her consent, and they were married in May 


1896. 


She told me, when she refused Will Nesbitt the second 
time, she felt rather sorry for saying, "No." She was a 
plump yeocds locking 2irk with fair curiy hair, took life 
quite as a matter of fact, and good natured except when 
She could not have her own way, where I was concerned. She 
was quite a favorite with the people, was shy and quiet. 


Her young man was the only son of a farmer about five 
miles from my father's farm. His mother had passed on some 
years before, and his father, three sisters, and the one 
son lived together. 


They were married the thirteenth of May, proving they 
were not superstitious, as May was considered an unlucky 
month and the thirteenth day was also considered unlucky. 


She had a small home wedding with his sisters weeping 
during the ceremony. Emma wanted only his family, her own 
family, and her most intimate chum, who was her bridesmaid. 
My brother was groomsman. 


After the dinner or wedding breakfast, whichever they 
call the meal, the groom's family all left, as well as the 
bride and groom, and my brother had taken the bridesmaid 
home, when Father came into the house and said, as he had 
said some years before, "That is the last thing like that, 
that will ever be in this house". I said, "I guess it will 
be up to me to elope, as we had one big wedding and now we 
have had a small one, and neither is to happen again." 


They went to their farm on the sixteenth concession, 
and took the homestead, while the father and the three girls 
moved to another farm they owned, almost across the road. 


The couple had four girls, Beulah, Helen, Emma, nicknamed 
Johnny, and Mary. They had a hard time selecting a name 
for their firstborn, so a lot of names were put into a hat, 
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one selected and it came out Beulah. Her babies were all 
healthy and I heard her say, when one was a year old that 
they had not lit. a light.the whole year for the baby. 


Will Nesbitt was very highly thought of, both in town 
and the surrounding country, and so many people stopped 
Father when he went to town and complimented him on his 
son-in-law. My Father became quite impatient over so much 
praise and answered people by his nearest to swearing words, 
"Hang it all I have given just as good as I got." 
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My Wedding 


I had been home, from Goderich, a few months, trying 
to get a little knowledge of housework and cooking, so I 
could run a home. 


I had always wanted to have a quiet wedding in the 
Church, sending out to my relations and friends an invita- 
tion to come to the church and witness the ceremony, but 
have no reception, foing directly from the church to the 
train. But Mother would not hear of it, and as she was 
giving the wedding, why quarrel. Besides Mother Howell was 
in poor health, and it might be too much for her not to have 
a, Chance tO rest lor a while. So I yielded toa wédding. 


As the time for my wedding drew near, Susie and Mother 
would lock horns over something, when I would say, "I will 
elope if there is any row." And this would quiet things down. 


BL Cosa Lite esi Ganeda,. the -eirl.~and boy both had to 
appear to get their license. As Bert Howell was coming from 
Parr eVvove, ico @an.co_Glinvton,, Untario,,and nis*train was 
CO arrive i) CliLon avo lUe 5 and, me had to arive out. four 
miles and be married at twelve, as well as call at the 
license office and sign the license, he did not have much 
TIME to .lose. 


I had all the arrangements to make, or rather I made 
them. to be sure there would. be no,.slip. ,I went_to_town.a 
few days before, had my part of the license filled out and 
as much of his as*l Gould, arid asked that the.Pest be héld 
POreO ee. tea tO see LO une. Cab. “His father and, mother 
were coming in on the 103715 train and the.groom.on.the 10:30. 
Loe cab Men Was LO £O LO tne train to Bet the fatner and 
(CCMeresiiewa Loeiol cine eroom On Che second train, drive to 
the license office, and then bring them to my father's home 
in the country.  Tnen two cabs were to.come after the wedding 
and.take the ones going on the train to the station. 


All this appearing in public a week or less before 
my wedding was quite improper, for where I lived, a bride 
Was not to appear anywhere after the invitations were out. 
But I never followed the rules, so I was out on Sunday as 
usual and taught my Sunday School class of boys, much to 
their’ surprise. 


Before Doctor. started from.Fairgrove,. the supervisor, 
who knew he was coming to Ontario, asked him to look after 
a Canadian woman who had lost her mind and was being sent 
back™to her own country. Her sister’ was to accompany her. 


Doctor promised to look after her, and as they 
Mrovelledeatt tere wien 2 Lour nour Wait ror change of 
Treajne, 1 tOru Huron, there was little chance to get any 
sleep. 
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As soon as the train stopped in Clinton, the patient 
took advantage of his being ready to get off the train and 
beat him to it by getting off the side away from the station, 
and started off with Doctor and the conductor after her. 

They succeeded in getting her back on the train as she had 

to go about twenty miles further. 


I had told him to bring his trunk with him so we could 
fill it and save expense, as we could carry one hundred and 
fifty pounds of baggage on each ticket and I had my trunk 
to take on my ticket. 


As his trunk would be empty, he put his valise in the 
trunk and checked the trunk, but it was not put off at Clinton, 
and he arrived at my home without any luggage. I wondered 
many times just how the train men failed to put it off, but 
as I learned to know him better. I decided he had checked 
the trunk to Brussels, where the patient was going. I am 
only thankful he did not make any worse mistake at the time. 


Of course he had no luggage, his collar was soiled, and 
his tie was old, so he had to borrow a clean collar, a good 
tie, and a pair of cuffs along;with cuff buttons from, my 
brother and his brother. His shoes had to be cleaned. His 
hair fell long in front over his forehead and my two girl 
cousins took a curling iron and curled his hair to keep it 
up. So half a dozen got at him to put him into shape for the 
ceremony. 


When every one was in place, the service began and his 
father, with the help of three other ministers, tied the knot. 
Our wedding was on the last day of leap year, 1896. 


My sister Susie was bridesmaid and Doctor's brother 
William was groomsman. 


On the morning of the wedding, Mother slipped on the 
stairs and broke a couple of ribs in her fall, but no one 
knew of it until everything was over. 


My dress was white china silk, with what was called 
a leg of mutton sleeves and the skirt was quite full. The 
silk cost 35¢ a yard. 


The "New Era", the Clinton newspaper, had the following 
account of my wedding: 


The Marriage of Dr. Bert, Howell and Sarah A. Acheson. 


The house of Mr. Robert Acheson on the 14th con. was 
the scene of a happy and auspicious event on Thursday, 
Dec. 31st. The occasion was the marriage of his daughter 
Sarah A. to Dr. A. J. Howell of Fairgrove, Mich. 


The bride is not only an exceedingly popular young 
lady but an unusually able one and by natural and acquired 
graces is eminently fitted to preside over the destinies of 
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any home., An active, zealous, and etfective church worker, 
her life has been a model one and in her new home will be 
no less an effective worker for the master than she has 
been here. 


The* groom isthe oldest son of kev. J. ~. Howell of 
Acton and is a practicing physician in a rrowlns town in 
the border state. The ceremony was performed at one o'clock 
by the father of the groom asSisted by Rev. J. Edge and 
G.*wy"Andrews.*~*Miss“Susie Acheson, “sister™~of ‘the bride, and 
Will Howell B.A. of Simcoe, brother ot’ the ~room acted as 
bridesmaid and groomsman respectively. 


The bride had wisely placed on her wedding invitations 
the term "No Presents". After a wedding lunch, they went to 
Beamsville, then to Fairgrove, Michigan. 


The day of the wedding was a beautiful day and as we 
drove to the train, all the young people of the wedding 
guests followed, and the Goderich people had whistles and 
horns and driving through Clinton to the station they 
attracted a lot of attention and certainly made some noise. 


In Goderich people blew whistles, bells rang and 
factory whistles blew whenever a bridal couple was Seen 
OIiVinge in town, so,my triends. did the best they could for 
menailongethat line. The Goderich girls used to say if bells 
did not ring for them or whistles blow when they were married, 
they would feel slighted, as they took all this noise for a 
Sign of approval. 


As we would not reach Fairgrove that night, we went 
down to Beamsville so Bert could have a visit with his 
parents and one sister who was not at the wedding. The 
Tollowing day we took train for Fairgrove. On the train to 
Beamsville no one took us for a bridal couple, for Bert lay 
down on a seat and slept the most of the way while Will and 
I visited. 


Your grandfather did the checking of my suitcase and 
trunk, sending them on to Fairgrove, while we could not make 
COunectiones to po througn that night and were obliged to remain 
in Flint overnight without anything but the clothes on our 
backs. Not even a toothbrush, to spend a night ina hotel. 


Next morning we arrived at our destination and went 
to Bert's boarding house for breakfast. What a breakfast. 
i never Sav down to sa much-on a table for the first meal 
of the day. There was oatmeal porridge, toast, pancakes, 
potatees, meat, rice pudding, cake, pie, fruit, and beans, 
as well as pickles and cookies. 


On the way te Fairgrove I asked Bert how brides 
behaved in his town. At home, there was always the reception 
when the house was open to callers, the bride, presiding at 
the table, poured tea and served bride's cake and cookies. 
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He said, "No one knows you are a bride. I told them 
we were married months ago," that I was short, fat, and fair 
With curly hair and was expecting a baby. Whereas I was tall, 
thins and dark, with stratent hair: “So of’course@"i*had to’ put 
away my wedding things and my bride's cake and pretend I had 
been married for some time. 


About a month or more passed and a man in the country 
received a parcel from Ontario that was wrapped in a news- 
paper from a town eight or ten miles from my home. In it was 
the announcement of our wedding. He set out for town upon 
reading this news and told it around. The town band came 
down that night and serenaded us. 
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Life in Fiirrrove 


Af'ter Doctor Howell graduated from college in Detroit, 
he wanted to go to New York to a post praduate college, but 
his money was all pone so I loaned him three hundred dollars, 
for the three months he would be there, taking his note for 
it. After we were married, the note was destroyed. 


The reason he wanted to go to the post graduate school 
in”New York was that he did not. Teel confident. to, start out 
doing confinement work, with the Jittle knowledge he had. At 
the time he graduated a doctor did not have to spend one or 
two years in a hospital getting experience. 


During “nis ’' vacations he Spent his’ time.in.a doctor's 
office a couple of months each year, but patients came to see 
their ‘own doctor and not ‘a student doctor, so there was, not 
much learned there. He was expected to be present at two con- 
finement cases, before he started on his own. He had these 
two cases, but they were normal’ cases, and he felt if he was 
up against something difficult he would not know how to do it. 


SO, to New York he went and spent his time in a lying-in 
hospital and sometimes had as many as five cases of confine- 
ment in one day and so much of his work was in the slum dis- 
drict. So he got experience and many a time he expressed his 
gratitude over his experience there. 


Dr. Howell bought out the practice of Dr. Smith then 
located in Fairgrove, Michigan. His father loaning the money 
Boebuy the Ahorsé;™~bupey, cart, «and drugs as well as the prac- 
tices 


Dr. Howell rented the house Dr. Smith was living in, 
paying twenty “four -aqollars a quarter, for rent, in advance. 
Lt°was a nice house, second from the Presbyterian church, and 
Nagra niceetlawn “atthe side “and quite a plot of ground at the 
back for a garden. 


Iv had "no basement, no furnace, no hard water well, and 
no bathroom, <A green lattice fence separated the lawn. from 
mune eardery pro. acretne back. A. Shont distance trom ,the fence 
was an office of two rooms and a little further away was the 
stable and 1t accommodated a couple of horses, the buggy and 
Cart, and had room above for hay. 


The Sit-.ce Dr. did not wee excepting, to keep his.drugs 
in as he would have had to have an extra heating stove in it 
and fuel ‘to’ keep'it' warm, so he used’ the house for.his office. 


He* had bought the*furniture that Dr. Smith had in the 
house. It consisted of a cook stove, dining room table, chairs, 
linoleum, lamps, wash tub, boiler, carpet in front room, couch, 
chairs, rocker, bed with sprinys and mattress, commode, dresser 
with full length mirror, bed rooin carpet,,and bed, room,.dishes, 
aliVrrorsixtys (ives dollars’. 
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I paid for the furniture with some of my savings. I 
also paid for the second quarter rent and bought a supply 
of drugs that was needed. The balance of my savings went 
for eatables as long as my money. lasted. 


Fortunately I had plenty of clothes, bedding, towels, 
and all the things I needed for a good while, even to dust 
cloths, 


When a doctor sold his practice, he remained for a 
week or two and would take the new doctor around to his 
patients and introduce him, explain each case and his treat- 
ment ard the new man took over the cases. 


Dr. had laid ina supply of groceries, such as flour, 
lard, potatoes, sugar, tea, and such things so we could 
start housekeeping at’once. ‘So -arriving about eight o'clock 
A.M. we went to the house across the road where Dr. had been 
boarding, for our breakfast, and then set up housekeeping at 
once, havine dinner shn*our own home. 


Our roads were very bad that winter as it was what is 
called an open winter, one week would be cold and the mud 
would freeze, the next week would be quite mild and the frost 
would go out of the ground and the mud was deep. No stoned 
roads around there ‘in’ ‘those days , just mud) and) plentyoofi it. 


Into any house I went, if the table was set, there were 
beans in a dish that’ looked ‘so ‘different. to the beans! at ‘home 
and vasted different. ‘At’home, ‘we would boil beans with a 
chunk of pork, and when done were put in the oven, and the 
pork sliced over the beans and left there until they were 
slightly browned. So I asked the family across the road how 
they cooked their beans. She explained the Boston baked 
bean method, but when she said to put them in the over, she 
told me all about adding the seasoning, but did not say any- 
Ching evouvr adding water.) 1 tried them but with very poor 
success. 


One day I was over when she was fixing her beans and 
sne put water “on “tne before ~she-put them Juni the sover wocl 
said, "You did not tell me to put water on them". She ans- 
wered, “Anyone would know that." Well I did not know that 
much. 


some weeks later we drove down to the town of Tuscola, 
to visit a class mate of Doctor's and when we two women were 
visiting, she said, "Do you ever have baked beans in your 
town?" She was a Canadian. I answered, "At every meal the 
1eighbors have them. She said, "I have been told @ifferent 
how to bake them, but I cannot get them right." So I asked 
her if they had told her to add plenty of water when she 
put them in the over. She said, "No one mentioned water." 
po | told her’ my experience. 


Dr, was very busy and I-would be alone from eight o'clock 
Site eo. iene and Olten on into the nisnti.. As 
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I had all my sewiry; well done, not even a button missin, I 
had mothing to do all day. .‘'he. township Jibrary. was next 
qdoorm,,.at Mrs. Butler's,. so, d bezan reading. ~d,.read,. nearly 
the whole library that winter including, the works of Dickens, 
scott, Thackery, and many others. 


forty. five.years apo. we had. very different roads to. what 
we have today. Fairgrove had no pravel pits, as some town- 
Ships had to put on the roads, and in the pring and fall 
the roads were almost impassable, as well as the streets. 


Part of the way uptown from our house there was no side- 
walk and during the muddy times, I would wait until Dr. came 
home to borrow his long; rubber boots that were knee length, 
and put them on when I was going uptown. Otherwise I would 
have. to crawi.along the fence for, half a block or more. You 
will understand this when I state I have seen an empty wagon, 
with a.large span of horses, stuck in the business. section 
of Fairgrove streets. 


Doctor would ride a two wheeled cart, a buggy was too 
heavy for a horse. to,draw,,.and;: there were, times he; had.to get 
off the cart and get on the. horse's back to keep his feet out 
of the. water, when the spring rains were on. Then there was 
the danger of culverts being washed out. On one occasion, 
he was riding the cart on one of the roads that had a ditch 
on the side of the road. ‘The cart wheel dropped into a hole 
and he.was thrown into the ditch full of water and had three 
miles to ride home with wet clothes. 


One day a man came in after Doctor and on asking him 
where he lived, he said, "Nine miles out. Across the swamp. 
I walked in for I could make better time." 


So many came on horseback. It was easier than riding 
a buggy. 


When the weather was cold enough to stiffen the mud, 
the wheels of the cart would fill up with mud, and Dr. would 
come home.tired out.and it.was mys job, at least,d made. 1t 
my work, to take a hammer or axe and knock the mud out of the 
wheels, for the spokes were packed with frozen mud, and ;"et 
the; cart .ready.for the next call or visit. . JI would.have the 
feed hefore the horse and water in the barn, ready for the 
horse when2t came dn.1.-Dr.. Was So:.busy the first winter, one 
horse could not stand the work, so a farmer loaned him a 
horse and afterwards declared the horse was never any food 
arverwards,. 


He bought a new horse every winter. The only kind that 
would stand up was the uply.kind... We had, one that.Dr,. had 
to,tie up its front legs before he could. begin to harness it, 
then, dt. could-note kKicl. 


When the roads began to dry up so a buggy could be driven 
WiHuHGwereeCulin ovucK, Dr, would urge me to co along. He 
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grew so tired of driving alone, so I began going when he did 
not have too many calls so as to keep me from the house too 
long. One day he asked me to go when I was in the midst of 
my washing, so I shoved the boiler back on the stove, and 
dampened the stove, and finished when I came back, 


There was no baked bread in the stores in those days, in 
small towns, so I had to bake our bread, and it happened I was 
baking one time when he asked me to go along. I had just set the 
bread and knowing he was going past an acquaintance, I took the 
dough along with me and went into the farmhouse while Dr. went 
on to make his call. I mixed my bread and was ready to join 
him.on his way back and on arriving home, it was ready for to 
put into loaves in the tins. 


We had a queer family about two miles from town. The 
father at_one. time was the owner of a large sawmill and he 
broke down both mentally and physically. The family was very 
destructive, The neighbors told us one time they bought an 
organ and in about a year the whole inside had been destroyed 
and.the.box part used for storing things,in. 


The daughter, who was married, was taken sick and her 
husband, who seemed a very nice.fellow, came to see if Dr. 
WOULG. 2 O-OUL.. DG. WaSenOtecL nome and I told, him if. She was 
as bad .as he thought, he had better try the other doctor in 
town. He broke down and wept and said he could not get any 
doctor and he feared his wife would die, so I promised him as 
soon as Dr. came home I would send him out. 


Dr. went and found things in quite a serious condition. 
The next day he asked me to go along and I went. When I went 
with him, I never went into the house when Dr. went to make 
a sick call, unless some one of the family came out and asked 
me in. Otherwise I remained in the buggy, unless I could help 
in some way. This time Dr. said, "You are coming in" so I 
went. When we entered the house without knocking, we heard 
the greatest commotion up-stairs. AS no one was in the room 
we entered, Dr. said, "You stay here", and up stairs he went 
two, steps at a time. On entering the sick room, he found the 
patient out of bed on her knees while the mother and sisters 
were weeping.and wailing. .Dr. ordered. them to stop their 
erying.and to get the patient back to, bed, then learned they 
thought she was dying and made her get out of bed and pray 
before she died. Of course, on her knees was the only way a 
person could pray, to their way of thinking. 


Dr. finally got them quieted down up stairs, and all the 
time I sat on a broken chair, there was not a whole chair in 
the room, listening to the old man in the next room swearing 
and wanting to know who I was and what had brought me into the 
house a€s I had no business there. Every minute I expected 
him to come out of his room, and had he done so I intended to 
mount those stairs as quickly as Dr. had gone up them. He 
did not come out and when Doctor came down, he went in to see 
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the old man. He was sitting on the side of his bed pulling 
straw out of the straw tick, one by one. 


The young woman recovered. 


Shortly before we went to live in Fairgrove a cyclone had 
passed over the country about three miles from town. ‘The 
remains were still there and it was interesting to drive over 
the part it had passed over and see the queer pranks a cyclone 
does. For instance, one small country school house had been 
removed from its foundation and carried away; while the stove 
stood on its four legs on the ground and, we were told, in 
the exact spot it stood on the floor in the schoolroom but the 
floor was gone from under it. One woman told me the roof and 
ceiling of their house was gone and all the furniture taken 
out of the room where she and her daughter stood and their 
clothes did not even twist on them and they were left standing 
in the» empty) room. 


When vacation time came, Dr's brother Will came to visit us. 
We had only one bed, so I put some quilts on the floor up- 
stairs and slept there. I could not sleep on the couch in: the 
living room, as there was an archway between the bedroom and 
Livines roomonmeo Doctorsslept withhissbrother, wWill didi not 
say anything for a few days, then he said he was not going to 
separate man and wife and if Doctor did not go upstairs to his 
wife, he would go upstairs and I could have my bed downstairs. 
So Dr. was obliged to come upstairs and share the hard bed. I 
often wondered what Will would have said had he known the kind 
of bed I slept on. 


During the two weeks of Will's visit I put my best foot 
forward, but it was hard to provide the food for the three of 
us. We were awfully hard up for money, for it was during the 
depression of the nineties, and the people think the depress- 
ton of the nineteen thirties was hard but it did not compare 
with the hard times when we were first married. 


There was no assistance to be had from any source, No 
help from Township, County, State, nor from the Government. 


IL had to do up my fruit without sugar, and use medicine 
bottles to put the fruit in. Speaking of fruit and canning 
reminds me of the cherries. I had spoken in June to a woman 
about cherries, they were one dollar a bushel, so I told her 
to bring me half a bushel, when they were ready to pick. When 
they were delivered there were no stems on them. Ina day or 
two, another woman called and asked me if I would take a bushel 
of cherries| on their account. This usually meant take them 
or get nothing. 


I had this bushel about finished when Will Howell came, so 
he helped me do some cherry pitting and while at this job, 
a knock came to the door and a man stood with a bushel of 
cherries at, his) feet.; As D,epened-.the) door, he picked up the 
cherries and walked in saying as he camein, "Get something to 
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put these cherries in. J have brought them to be put on my 
account," 


His wife was behind him and she followed him in. I 
led them to the kitchen and when I went to get some vessels 
to hold them, Dr. said, “Mrs. Howell has already done up one 
hundred and fifty quarts of cherries" Of course he was 
adding on about one hundred quarts, but the old man believed 
nim ana turnine vo Hie wife, who was hard of hearing, he said, 
"Mrs. Howell has beat you. She has one hundred and fifty 
quarts of cherries." The old lady threw up her hands and 
exclaimed, “Hour hundred and fifty quarts of cherries." But 
She never said then you will not need these. So they emptied 
the Cherries, and I did them up, as I have stated above, putting 
them in medicine bottles. 


Dr. had a patient who lived four miles in the country. 
She slipped on some ice and broke the end of her spine. For 
months he attended her as she would not have an operation, 
One day in winter, her husband came to the house with another 
man. Dr. was away and when I answered the door he said,"Does 
Dr. Howell live here?" I said, "He does when he gets a chance 
to be home", and so I asked the trouble. He said, "Dr. was 
to be at my home some days azo and has not shown up.” So I 
explained that Doctor had started for his place but some man 
told him he could not get through the roads. The other man 
spoke up and said he had told Doctor that. 


The first man said, "If he was anxious to get out he could 
have made it." I gave him one better by saying, "If you needed 
him, I should think you would be man enough to open the road 
to getraidoctor for»your wife. You are very anxious, to get 
him out, but you will repay him with nothing. You refused 
him some straw for bedding for his horse." He said, "I needed 
that straw, I could give him some chickens." I said, "All 
richt, we will take some chickens." So he brought in two 
roosserswatlThnatiwasdadliweilever got on a hundred and fifty 
AO 1 be cea cLa, 


The wife finally consented, to an operation and went to 
Bay City for it. On recovering, she left her husband and 
earned her:own livingoin theacity. 


Thanksgiving day I killed one of the roosters and after 
dinner Dr. Howell sat down and wrote his Uncle Jonn telling 
of the meal,. and ther prices)weresequal to those in the Klondike. 
As the Klondike abe rush was on then and the prices were 
reported very hiyh 


Dr. wrote that we had.a chicken for dinner which cost us 
seventy five dollars. It was cooked with wood which cost 
fortmodolidrsnaccoray beinmy all we got for a bill of forty 
Gollars. For dessert we had a pudding with strawberries on 
it, the berries cost a dollar a quart, and there were some 
otherndtémseonnthe bila of fare ofrequalvcosts 


One job I had to do in their house was to train your 
yrandfather orp rather break hdimeof some hubits I did not like. 
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One was foing up town just as 1 was lifting the potatoes out 
of the pot, ready for dinner. He would walk off uptown to 
the drug store tor somethin; he, needed... If. anything is ex- 
asperating it is this, when .you are trying to put on a good 
meal. tasked, I be:mged for him to chanze nis way without 
BUCGeS Sd. ina livel ale my dinnen and jefft the eatables on 
the table until he returned, when they were cooled. After 
this he imoroved. 


One day he said, "I don't see why a man in the country has 
to, pay more. for. my services than aman in .town.. From now on 
Lt Ls going to be fifty cents, in the country as well as,in 
town. 


This was the price for town calls and provide medicine 
as well. 1 nad to explain that in town he could make a call 
in. 4a few minutes, while the, country, .calls. took from,.an,hour 
CLO,u0Ur Nnours. So what was settled. «He saw,.the. reason for 
the charge of.fifty .cents,a call and twenty five extra for 
CAC ie. 


We. had. been married nearly a year and.times were awfully 
hard. Dr. came home one day and said, "I did not get any- 
thing. today either, .but. if worst, comes .to worst,.we .can write 
home for help." I said, "We can't." He asked what I did with 
tne little change we had, I told him I gave it to a child col- 
lecting missionary money. He said, "Well, that bridge is down, 
we can't even write." ; 


Next day a man came in for some medicine and paid for it 
as well as some he had before and we had one dollar. le was 
hardly out of the house till we caught each other and danced 
around the room with joy. 


L have seen a hundred dollars come into the house at one 
time Since that day, but it did not give us as much happiness 
BS iiidite COLLar, Gide An shoo fh, 


We had so much land back of our house I grew ambitious the 
first spring and decided I would have a small garder. So as 
SO0le gio sue lL COsSt Was OUL Ol wne ground, 1 sSpaded a Spot. and 
sowed Seed. J stood on a board while doing so as the ground 
Was, SO wet t would sink in it,...J1 put in the seed ,on. the 
tWenlyealineh ot Marchss Jim Lie. carly part, of, May... put in 
some more and the later sowing, was. ready for. using. before. what 
IT had sown in March. Then so many people said to me, "Don't 
dig, up your flower beds. You have lovely flowers that will 
come up from the seed of last fall", and they would ask me if 
LI would let them have some plants. So I promised plants to every 
oné who asked for them, and as Soon as they began to grow I 
gave them to the people wanting them, and always dus; up vhe 
most. advanced for them. 


Then a woman came one day and asked for some plants, 
and.I began to. take up,some, for, her. when she said, "Those are 
not flowers, they are weeds", So she selected the plants vhat 
were flowers. Later on I found that most of the plants I had 
piven away to the other women turned out to be tne weed callea 
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Cockle. Of course when I learned the plants which were 
flowers, I gave the right things away. 


My beautiful flowers I had heard so much about were 
petunias. I had looked forward to seeing something rare but 
was quite disgusted to find they were such a common flower. 
But we did have some nice vines climbing the veranda posts. 


The second winter was quite mild. At least we did not 
have any snow until March, and then the roads were blocked. 
Mrs. Douglas, the wife of the veterinarian and a Canadian, 
who had been married a few months, and I went to the country 
with Doctor for a cutter ride. He had to take to the fields 
as the roads were impassable, and in going from the road, the 
cutter upset and we were thrown out. We were both with child 
but it did not injure: either of us. 


When this snow storm passed over, it left our side walks 
with quite a depth of snow, so I took a shovel and went to 
clean it off. I was only nicely started when one of my neigh- 
bors was over to tell me I should not do the shovelling. She 
apologized for coming to me but stated as I was so far from 
my mother she was taking her place and advising me. I told 
her I expected to keep on working at whatever was to be done 
and did not see why nature would expect me to stop or, if I 
did not, deform my child. 


Another day I cut the head off a chicken and one of the 
women saw me. I had two neighbors, one on each side that 
kept close watch on all I did. Well one of them came over in 
a hurry. "Did I not know I would have a headless child for 
killing a chicken?" So I said nature must be queer if such 
things take place. Well Jim was not born headless. 


The first year we were in Fairgrove, Doctor took in 
three hundred.dollars, counting cash, grain, hay, wood, 
chickens, and fruit.:,Our’house;rent was:ninety six dollars, 
our drugs had to be paid, the horse and sometimes two horses 
fed. We gave ten dollars to the church besides collections, 
the fuel for our.two stoves and. our living. At the end of 
the year, I found we had lived on one dollar and @ quarter a 
week during the year, for our table. 


When we were in Fairgrove a year and a half, our boy was 
born. We named him Jim after Doctor's brother who gave up 
his life trying to save a younger brother from drowning. Both 
went down and Dr. always said if he had a son he would be 
named Jim. 


This son was born at four o'clock Monday afternoon and 
when we looked at the time piece later it had stopped at 4 P.M. 
The only time piece we had was a watch that hung on a nail 
on the wall. Dr. carried my watch, his was larger than mine 
and could be seen farther away. 


Just after Jim was born and I was cared for, Dr. said 
to the woman we had with us, "I will go and get the girl I 
have engaged." She was a single woman about thirty five years 
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Old and lived a few miles in the country. He had nardly sone 
when the woman said to me, "1 really ouyht to po and ret iy 
husband his supper". So I told her to go. 


It was a very hot day, the window was closed, and the 
heavy curtains were across the archway. I thought I would 
suffocate, but a knock came to the door and I shouted, "Come 
in", <A neighbor came in and I asked her to draw the curtains 
back. She said she had heard the baby cry at four o'clock so 
came over to see it. She was hardly seated when in came a man 
and woman from the country with the black cap berries I had 
ordered some days before. They also sat down in the bedroom 
and soon another caller came. When Dr. returned with my help, 
my room was:packed full of callers. 


He was nearly bowled over for he had insisted, in all his 
conrinement work to let no visitors in, until after the third 
or fourth day. 


The young woman we had hired was very capable and we were 
fortunate to get her as a last need, for we had spoken to a 
widowed woman to be with me, but just shortly before I needed 
her the daughter ran away and married the man her mother was 
expecting* soon’ to marry. 


This woman was on a farm and had a number of wild rasp- 
berry bushes in the woods. About a week before Jim arrived, 
Dr. had to go past her place so I went with - him and got out 
at her place, ready to po and pick berries. \When she saw me 
she just gasped and I said, "Oh. Don't worry. If I have a 
pain come on I have some morphine tablets with me and they 
will hold things until I get home." I had no trouble, but the 
morning I did have I rose at six o'clock, went to the stable, 
fed the horse, and then prepared breakfast. This done I 
wae Dr. and told him. He said "I have to go to Gilford and 
see my patient." Gilford was six miles away. I said, "Go. 

I will be all right." So I did up the work, dug the potatoes 
for dinner, and prepared 1t but did not eat its 


Dr. kept me in bed fourteen days, having had’ a hard birth 
ana a fever TOrelent Or’ rire days, and never had my hair 
combed all that time.’ Then ‘three days after I wasup we took 
ea trip to Canada. -AVWAYa thine Tora’ doctor toldolland proves 
experience is much needed to make a capable physician. 


Dr.* Douglas drove* us" 'to: the station forthe seven P.M. 
train and we travelled all night excepting the four hours we 
hed "to st. around cheYortHurdrr svet lon, from -verr PIM. to 
tWo A.Mo, Waltcing 10m tne crain™'to’London, reaching our des- 
CitiaGivun at live oO clock ir tne mornane. = Havinr had trio sleep 
during the night. It was not good judgment, but worse was to 
follow. 

When we alighted from the train at that early hour there 
Was iO es Or cal au Gie SlaLioirr vo Meet the trair-and accom- 
odate the travellers. So rather than wait a couple of hours 
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in the depot, the man of the house suggested we walk the mile 
to the parsonage and carry our suit case and the baby. Part 
of the way Dr. carried the ten pound baby but grew tired so 

he took the Suit case and I took the son. We changed differ- 
ent times and when we reached the parsonage he was carrying 
the son, and he handed the boy to his grandfather when we were 
received. They had not known we were coming. 


Mother Howell showed her good sense by hustling me off 
to bed to rest up. 


It was on this trip I was urged to buy a new hat, so 
Doctor and his sister Lou took me to the millinery shop to 
buy a hat for me. At that time the hat was made by the millin- 
er. They bought the straw by the yard, sewed it to @ shape 
and trimmed. it. They had some shapes made up for exhibit on 
hand at the store. I had nothing to say regarding this hat. 
The style was ordered, the trimming selected, and I was mum. 


A couple of gays later I was to call for the hat and 
when I entered the store, I saw, away back, a woman come out 
of a door with a flaming red hat in her hand, stand in front 
of a mirror, and put the hat on her head. I just said to my- 
self, "I hope that thing is not mine." But when I asked for 
my hat out came this thing I had seen. 


It was a straw hat, the color of straw, turned up at the 
back quite high and yards and yards of scarlet chiffon on the 
back and on different places. It was just one bunch of flame. 
My heart*sanky “D-tookcloupgtpaid fontit;wand carried sit;tosthe 
parsonage to hear them all praise it. The following day we 
went to my home, Jim three and a half weeks old. My hat was 
again praised when we reached home but I was silent regarding 
a Bs ap 


The trip to my place was worse than the week before, but 
I was stronger. We were four miles from my home when we 
alighted at the depot, and this by taking the shortest way. 
By cutting through the fields and walking the railway track. 
So again we walked carrying the son and suit case. I had no 
ill effects from it but it was more that I was good and strong 
and a healthy persons, though thin, than from good judgment or 
common sense. And for a doctor to not only allow, but urge, 
and take part in, was ridiculous, to put it mildly. 


My mother would not believe it was my child until I 
nursed it. Had it been a bottle babe she would never have 
believed he was mine. I had been home six months before and 
she had not noticed I was pregnant though my waist band had 
been let out three inches at Christmas time when I was there. 


After we were at my home a few days, we again took to the 
railway and went home to Fairgrove. 


At Port Huron where we had our four hour wait to change 
cars a man said to Doctor, “Is that your wit'e?" He said I was. 
So the man said if you don't soon get her home you will have 
no wife. But we arrived home safely, got rested, and carried 
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We got off at Vassar where a man from Fairgrove met us 
uS With a lirht wa;ron with a hissh seat where all three nad to 
sit. We had twelve miles to ride and how I rode those twelve 
miles and held the baby all the way is still a wonder to me. 
I was so exhausted J thourht every moment he would surely fall 
from my arms. I centered all my will power on holding; him ana 
succeeded. Had I spoken to. Doctor, he would have taken him 
but I would not speak. I felt he should have known I was tired. 


It may strike you pvrandchildren that your grandfather 
should have been more thoughtful of me, but a lot depends on 
how we are raised. At his hom@€,when a boy and later when a 
young man, his people had hired help all the time and the chil- 
dren did not have to help the mother or consider her in any way, 
for the maid did the work and this makes a difference as they 
had not been educated to think of others. Different times in 
later life he spoke of that trip and felt very much ashamed over 
it. 


I must explain something and you may understand the reason 
for the rush to have this trip. Your grandfather did not like 
his work. .It was forced on him, or some profession, by his 
mother, as so many parents do. ‘He enjoyed the study and did 
not mmind the pathkents?)but cthe rfamiitves were'nis. great'trial. 

So he found no happiness from day to day but slavery, and here 
was a son he wanted to show his people. So all his energy he 
put into getting that son among his people as soon as possible. 


T..wore this red hat, all that, summer. It was praised ‘by 
some friends in Fairgrove and the following summer I wore it 
until one day Doctor said, "If you don't get rid of that hat 
I Wid burn ite Dam«siak andi tired scetng tat) taiquietly 
answered, "I have been sick of it since the day I got it." 


I did not burn it but wore it the balance of the summer, 
money was too scarce to buy a hat in the middle of the summer, 
when it was still in good condition. 


This trip recalls some old notions. My Aunt from Goderich 
came to see me and said, "Of course you ive your baby castor 
oil every week as your husband is a doctor." I said, "What 
would I give it castor o11 for. He is nearly four weeks old 
and has not had any yet." She said, "It is very necessary." 


I decided to shock her still more and said, "We took his 
band off before I was out of bed." These bands were kept on 
for six months and were very tight. When I told her she was 
aghast at such a things and declared I would have a deformed 
chtia. 


The band on Jim would roll up and one day Doctor said, 
"Young colts don't have to wear these thing's and I don't see 
why a baby had to, after the navel is all right." So he took 
it off and that was the last of bands for him. 

Another custom I broke. Babies first dresses would reach 
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the floor when you had a baby on your knee, and I could not 
Bee the sense’ol it. ~“Sormwhen tT 'made ‘his ‘baby 'elothes, TL ‘only 
made them twenty seven inches from the shoulder, and when I 
shortened’ his’ dresses’ J ‘just put a couple of tucks in'his baby 
dresses. “f’*had to*make’ all nis’ clothes’ by hand as’'r'had no 
machine, and used some nice fine material I had bought before 
I was married for some underwear for myself, but did not make 
it up so it came in nicely for Jim. ~His night gowns ‘and 
diapers were made of ‘outing; flannel which cost five cents 
yard., 1 did not. pay cut more than five dollars for his whole 
baby outfit. The shawl both children were wrapped in was one 
J poOWUeznNt aoe eo frre it Caradea , 


I had to punish Doctor in other ways to stop him from doing 
things to his son. One day he called me into the front room 
to see Jim’spit, and’ Tt ‘learned his’*fatner had -put'-some “qwinine 
on his tongue. I said, "I will try it on you someday", so I 
carried quinine in my pocket, and one day he was yawning. ff 
Gide Vote 1c Ol tne Clip sole nis tongue »* *LAtrrew “Co “Lito Mts 
mouth, vuuc Nat * teaspGonful- > He mever did “that -arain: 


Our friends “the Douglas *vad'a baby" err) borrr-short Py “after 
Jim was born, perhaps two months. When this baby was two or 
more months old, the mother took sick and Dr. would not allow 
her to nurse the baby. They did not want to put it on the 
bottle, so it was arranged that baby would be brought over to 
me GVvery Cwo Hours curin@ the vay and use™a’ bottle atrnight. 
The mother would pump out “her breasts until “she “was better. 
She had this done regularly and so kept her nurse. I saved my 
Dien oreast fon the babysand pave my own child the left breast. 
When the mother “was “better and Dr-~thought “it safe -for her’ to 
NUYrsSe weer woeby-cnce Nore. 1 aGricedrup my “lrert-breast-es I had 
SUCheo wwe Ole TUtoe DOGucrecalled me 11s *lrish Hoiste in. 


Inen the old women fot “busy “over my drying up -oné “breast 
and Warned me; if “! ever had another “baby ‘that side -would“dry 
up at the same time again. I said,"I think nature must be queer 
peu ome pvens te welt. nad “a second child ang ft ‘did ndt 
happen. 


When I weaned Jim the weather was hot and again I heard 
PevOUluelone Tim. sOUL ne  _Fyed .Chirourri. 


Life in Fairgrove was a hard grind. I cannot look back 
Gikereee uc fun ne lNose nearly three years. -.The first year 
we were there hog cholera broke out amont the hogs and how 
they, c2cd.. ,one man lost Sixty Nogs andthe disease was“wide- 
Soreau.. Ul, POUrce, COMM woLonucd On price as trrere was nothing 
LO. 1Gem 1% Lo. . inen tne, second year there ‘was'*a "crop failure. 


l believe. a struggle is good tor men and women in early 
Lite eet, we ceoruaii.ly ald one during those “three ‘years.’ “I 
had one new hat which I have told you about. I bought the 
makings of a dress for one dollar and paid one dollar and a 
quarter to, have 1t made un... This was my entire clothing ex- 
PensG Tomiie liree  veure. 
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During the early spring sickness, Doctor would be gone 
from €ight in the morning until, late at night. When.a caller 
came, I would tell him he would find Doctor at such a place 
at such an hour. Of course there was no telephone. He would 
come home so tired he would not be able to sit at the table 
to eat and I would feed him as he lay on the couch, then get 
out some medical book and read to him what he directed me to 
read about some case. 


One holiday we were invited out to dinner and we were just 
Betting started out when a man came in for Doctor. I went 
back into the house to a pick-up dinner. Such was the life 
of the’ early country doctor's wife but I soon got uséd to it. 


The* first March’-we were there,Dr. had thirty cases, of 
pneumonia and did not lose a case. 


oome months later in the year Dr. had a case of pneumonia. 
A farmer had both lungs affected, he was very bad when Dr. was 
called and he died. He left a wife and a child. Doctor came 
home late and paced the floor for hours, he was so broken up 
over the death. It was the first one with dependents that he 
had* lost. 


A woman called Doctor out four miles on a very hot sum- 
mer night. When he got there the woman stated the baby was 
ill for when it nursed it sweated so. The woman weighed about 
two hundred and fifty pounds. Dr. came home in a rage. 


Six miles away we had a doctor who had been doctoring for 
years. He did not treat the young doctors justly.. He would 
come~toO OUur-town, drive the six’miles, “ard charge’ the same as 
Doctor charged, namely fifty cents. When he was called in on 
consultation, he would*see the young doctor left first or he 
would purposely leave something behind and would go back for 
it when he thought the doctor would be gone. Then he would 
teizt the’ people such a ‘doctor was new and had little experience. 
Ne rd tite co pr. Hower. and Dr. “Hammond.” ‘So the young men 
put their heads together and would help the older doctor on with 
his overcoat, look around the room and pick up his belongings 
and see him to his buggy. Then they would go back to the house 
and visit©a while’ over the case and so the older man had no 
extuse to-visivt che house. 


That was the only time we ever had such opposition. Dr. 
Howell and Dr. Hamilton, both in Fairgrove were great friends. 
Then @ Doctor’ w = - came”'there’ and” settled. “He was very hard 
up.” ‘His family went home to her people for a while. Dr. would 
aidow him to ‘help himself from our drugs. If he could pay 
for the drugs it was all right, if not he gave him what he 
eeded. = ferme atter a Wiise=Dre WwW. =“~got-a- position in’ another 
town as an assistant to a doctor. He had no money to pay his 
fare so Doctor gave him the money so he could go. 


A young girl in Fairgrove had bad teeth that were affecting 
nervneaith so the mother asked Dr. to pull them. The child 


objected so the mother rot a strap and said, "Now sit down and 
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have them out," and she stood over her. ‘fhe child complied. 

You will say, "How awful", but wait till you see how if affected 
the mother. She spent two days in bed over the strain of 
forcing her d@ujshter to have her teeth out so her health would 
be better. And At was. 


Dr. Howell had only one operation performed on a patient 
there that I remember. A Surgeon came from Saginaw and two 
neighboring doctors were invited to witness it. As I stood and 
watched those four doetors.start off for the patient I could 
not do anything but offer up a prayer for the patient. 


Dr. had a case of appendicitis four miles in the country. 
They would not listen to an operation on the son of about twelve 
years of age. So finding he could do nothing with them, he 
decided to call another doctor in. Having no phone in the town, 
he had to drive. He decided to hire a span of horses from the 
livery, as our horses were tired and the drive to Vassar was 
twelve miles each way. He went to see a Dr. Morris, a much 
older man than himself and an uncle of Dr. Morris who was in 
Sebewaing when we came to Bay Port. 


Dr. asked me to go with him. It was night, so picking Jim 
out of his hammock bed I wrapped a shawl around him and got 
into the buggy. Dr. handed me the lines and I drove the horses, 
holding Jim on my knees while Doctor slept, he was tired. Dr. 
Morris said he would visit the case next morning, but still 
they would not let the son be operated on, and he died. Just 
before he passed on they asked to have him operated on and had 
to be told it was too late. 


In the spring, when we had been in Fairgrove nearly two 
years anda half, Dr. became tired, out and going into a house 
LOeVvVics oe patient, he Tell on the floor in “a faint." Ceming 
to consciousness he found himself on a couch in a worse condition 
than his patient. So we decided we would take a holiday for 
& couple cofimeeks:.as a change fon him. ._ So we took a@ trip to 
Prince Edward County to)visit. Doctor's uncles and aunts. 


Uncle John took us to a distant relative's for dinner 
one-day; and they gave us a very nice dinner. For dessert we 
had@cake ,andocanned ppears«,,The pears were quite firm but were 
very acid, indeed one might say they were alcoholic. The old 
people were very religious but the old man liked the pears 
and he spoke about their being so good. He called to his wife 
and said, "Betty, these pears are the nicest I have ever tasted. 
When you can pears again I want you to do them just like these." 
No one made a@ remark but it became a standing joke with us 
ever since about Aunt Betty's pears. 


After we came back he still could not stand the work over 
the roads so we sold out. 
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Life Jn Lovdon 


From Fairsrove we went to Canada and Doctor went to Toronto 
Lorlcarn Co’ test eyes. jie had found,.:in «his ppractice,y: so many 
people had headaches and tablets ; ave only temporary relief, 
ey OMrnov CUre tiie sear OL the ~rouble.. So he reasoned there 
mist be*some trouble with the eyes. 


I went home for a week or more, then. joined him sin Toronto 
and we boarded during our stay. there. 


Doctor was very anxious i heve Jim taken. to a phrenologist 
to’ have his nead read or exdainced... I remeisaber a few. things he 
sean She’ PT rs: ronark WO meade was to ask if.l was the child's 
hocher Yara “ne Was my first child. When I. said he was, he 
stated he was enoureh to Kill any woman,.if not:,two womensteThen 
he said, "You will never raise him." He stressed this remark a 
couple of times, "You will never raise that child. But if he 
dees tivess he -will*be either a fool.or, a cleyer,.man,nbuteyou need 
not fearve You will not raise him," 


He wanted to examine my head but we did not feel we could 
SparG* tne moneyy*soC™ne-vord me as a coaxer, to fet me to yield, 
that’ I was good at fancy work. J told him. I.was not, when he 
answered, "Probably because you have not had the opportunity 
powidrk Sat YEE! 


Dre'dectaed to fo west where the rains would ,.not -keep.the 
Toaas Irvsuch-a* condition as “the roads.in Michigan were at that 
fines so'he wen’ to Chicaco where his brother Wil .was, attending 
college. He visited Will a few days and learned of a new town 
in North Dakota called Bowdon that had no doctor. He went there 
im December and I followed him in February nineteen hundred. 


Bowdon was'‘not in existence the previous, July, but the, rail- 
road Was being’ built, a new section of Jand.was being opened, to 
nomesvesders, “and av. the’ end of the. railroad, this: town sprang 
up. ~When I arrived there was a business section that. would 
equal a town of two thousand or more. For instance; we had two 
large livery barns, a hotel with a dining; room that would seat 
nearly a hundred people, a large. restaurant, drugstore,,)meat 
marres, two rrocer and™@dry foods stores, .newspaper,, barber) shop, 
posteorfice, pool room, and five blind. pigs though. Dakota,was a 
GQryns tates “Phe "busidinge edquailed those of a. good. sized,iown, 
excepting; the’ blind vigs: 

There were about half-a’dozen homes*when I arrived and I 
wassohe (tenth®worman with a*tmate population of three to four 
hundred. Many of the men were locating; land which was open for 
‘settlement miles from town. 


WP armivedsac six’o"cVYock™in the morning. Dr. wis at the 
station to meet mevand the temperature was thirty below zero. 


We were talen to the hotel which was near the station, and 
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up to the room Dr. occupied and which had never known heat ex- 
cepting that which came later in the day from the sun, as the 
room was on the south. Dr. went downstairs for a pitcher of 
warm water for me and I took 4 sponge bath and save Jim one so 
we would be fit to go downstairs to breakfast. Doctor was so 
elated at being, able to get some warm water at that hour of 
morning, for water was not plentiful in Bowdon. 


So Jim and myself refreshed, we went down to breakfast, and 
what a breakfast. The waiter had been instructed, by the cook, 
as soon as I appeared he was to go to the kitchen and tell the 
cook. The preacher sat at the head of the table, I sat at the 
Side with Jim and Doctor sat next to me. The rest of the table 
was full and the other tables were filling fast, about seventy 
or eighty men and I was the only woman. 


The waiter came in and placed before me a slab of beef steak 
about an inch thick and enough for two or three men and it was 
not thoroughly cooked. As I never eat raw meat, I did not en- 
joy itand being: Lar ‘too muchitor me, I shared it with Dr. and 
the preacher. Doctor told me it was a special treat from the 
cook so I had to eat it. I sent a message of thanks to the cook 
and later on thanked him in person. 


Shortly after breakfast, the preacher came to me and said, 
"You will be wanting to take a bath after your train trip, and 
when you do come to my room and take it". I said, "I have al- 
ready taken one, Elder." He was shocked saying, "You surely 
have not had a bath in your cold room. Now, from this on, any 
time you wish to bathe, come to my room, order ime out, and 
bathe. His room was a small study along with the bed room and 
the stove pipe from the office came up through the study. There 
was a drum on the pipe to heat the room. 


I never availed myself of his kind offer, but took my sponge 
off in my room in the afternoon when the sun was shining through 
the Wwitdowerce had noticed, in the bedroom across the hall from 
our room, that snow had drifted in and lay on the window sill 
and it was still there when we left to live in our own house 
two months later. 


About four o'clock that same afternoon @ man with a sheepskin 
coat came into the hotel to see Doctor, and I was in the small 
Sitting, Foomlupstaivss >. Drea brousht himnsineotoe meetime andyrthe 
first thine he said after shaking hands was, "You are coming 
out tomy place with me, so you may as well get your things on 
So we can leave at once." I looked at Dr. and he said, "If he 
says so, I puess you are." ‘Then the man said, "Dr. is coming 
out as well." 


tiie mania vea oul about Tive miles. ‘There was just a skiff 
of snow and he had a team of fast travelliny bronchos, a sleiph 
with*s*boaurd for a*seat; and*a* You of straw-in.the bottomcor 
the sleirh. 


I climbed onto the seat with Jim and the man, Mr. Farrinirton, 
said, "Oh, No, Not on the seat. You ret down on the straw." 
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oo -. Stepped over "ihe board <c1nd sat down on the straw to leur, 
biatil did’ noviolieon bho. st) ay, sl. lay cdouns.+lydey-down with 
eit Dv IY otc, uC ie arr Liu LOnUlLOGk 2s,uir.tur rohe qand 
Spread it over US e8 Our heuds as well.as. our,vodles.were covered 
Digs geo iG. eee CON eh ON Oe SGA. tab, Nad.on a fur cout, 


How that sleigh flew along bumping; over the lumps of earth, 
aS,UnG Snow wos ,only oslivhtscavering.of the s.eurth., Phe bronchos 
running down, into the .slews .and well up the »other, Side. I heard 
Mr. Farrington say to Doctor, "You will novice we always race 
Mie worn, Cid Gia, falls inthis country. That dsstorzive: thein 
a pfood start to climb the hill on the other side of the slew," 


To the eye the plains are level,,but as. you. drive along you 
dip into a hollow, and up .the other side... this hollow is called 
a slew, so the plains have our hills reversed, a hollow in place 
of. NLL. asthe rain; whem it, comes>runs. offi. the. level, ground 
into .Ghose hollows, and it..is ,tbhere,.they, get. theim hayifor winter 
recding aw. . Ne. Zrass, on the..plains,does, not, prow .more,than six 
inches high and so can be used, only for grazing. 


We. were. not. Long reaching, the,ranch, and, Ll was. taken into the 
house to meet his wife, but she was not there. He said she 
spoke earlier in the day of going to see some friend and has not 
returned. s.oO wurning 480; anehe,- Salida» im Such a.anattenm of fact 
WAY no Weld LictS ap .Go wou, tto wet supper dior us." He went into 
the pantry, bringing out some potatoes and a food sized piece of 
ham and said, "You will find the dishes and thins you need in 
some, Of. ithe cupboards) or drawers, dnsthiss rooms There, is a hired 
man besides ourselves." At that he went out saying, "It will 
take us about an hour to do the chores." So £ prepared supper. 


Dro anad - Slept in the other room downstairs and Mr. Farr- 
ington and the hired man went upstairs. In the morning I was 
called to get up and cook breaki‘ast while they went out to do 
the. chores. 


While I was dressing, I went to the window to see what kind 
of a day we could expect, and attempted to scrape some frost 
OLl, the~window., pane .~+PfOamynsurprise I found the frost on the 
pane Even with the sash’ around the glass, an inch deep. 


After breakfast and the work was done up, Mr. Farrington 
brought. the team and sleigh to the house and we were trans- 
ported back to town, 


In the afternoon a much hurried woman rushed into me to 
apologize for not being home to receive me. We had a nice chat 
and she went hone. 


I wWiddktedd yous. ofithéedr housein’ It wasva sod house. The 
eavithnin the WestedstdifferentutotoursclaysestiItnds cleachy, 
something of an adobe clay. Some sod is dug up, about a foot 
wide, and this sod is piled on another piece just as cement 
blockssaresin a) wallvsherejeand* this is plastered over with sone 
moistened clay. By putting in a window frame and a door frame 
the walls are built. A.few rafters and some roofingy and your 
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house is built. Mr. Farrington's had an upstairs so had a floor 
upstairs as well as down, many houses had no floor. 


Different times some one in the hotel would call to me and 
say, "There goes the making of a new home." On the wagon would 
be a door frame, windowframe, door, and window. All the mater- 
ial would be on that one wagon load and not a large load. 


The water in Bowdon did not agree with Jim and all the time 
we were there Mr. Farrington brought in a three galion jug of 
water from his deep well, three times a week, until deep wells 
were dug in town. It was a common thing to have men come to the 
house for a drink of water. 


Just behind the town was a slew and on the level plain be- 
yond, the two livery barns dumped the manure. The snow that 
fell and melted in the daytime ran down into the hollow. When 
I went to the hotel, I took milk for my meals and later on I 
did not like the taste so changed to tea, but it was not good, 
so I asked the cook one day why the milk had such a queer taste. 
He said so many were using it they had not enough, s0 watered 
it. I asked why the taste, so he explained they used the water 
from this hollow and the manure was piled on the bank above it. 
It was not long before they had to get water elsewhere as the 
State Health Department gave orders. So a water tank was sent 
some miles into the country and brought water into town from a 
spring. We took water from this tank after we were housekeeping. 
We paid twenty five cents for a half barrel for it. 


One day Dr. received word to go and visit this spring and 
examine the water, so he and a couple of men went out. When 
they did a little digging they found it was an old buffalo 
wallow and dug up some bones. Then some in town began digging 
wells, but we still used this water for washing and cleaning. 


After I began doing my washing in our house, I said to my 
neighbor, "My clothes look worse after I put them on the line 
than before I began to wash them, but yours look good. What 
do you do?" She said she put lye in the water when she put it 
on to heat. I tried this and was amazed at the dirty scum 
that rose to the top, about two inches deep. This was taken 

off and my clothes looked different. 


I often helped the men in the kitchen clean up after supper 
and the men would talk and tell me a lot of stuff. One night 
it was, "I don't know what you will get for breakfast tomorrow 
morning." I asked, "Why?" Well, they were going out to get 
drunk, and going to get good and drunk. They went out and did 
just as they said they would do. Next morning we did not know 
‘ what the porridge was made of. 


One day I was talking to the cook in the small sitting room 
and I said, "Cook, we were divided in opinion about the kind 
of meat we had for dinner today at our table. Just what kind 
of meat was it? Some said it was mutton, some said pork." 
He said, "What did you think?" TI said, “Well one bite would 
taste like pork and the next like mutton." So the cook said, 
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{1 . 7 erste , 
In a place Like this you have to make whotever meat you want 
and today you had pork bolled in mutton tallow." 


One night I went to the kitchen and hov busy everyone was 
One man hed a hoe serapine the mud off the floor, another had 
@ Shovel throwin;s the mud out doors while the cook was scrapinj- 
the table top. I-asked what was going on and learned that a_ . 
new cook was coming, and "No new cook would be able to Say the 
kitchen vas ond may YO rat And they bent to their job. But how could 
a kitchen be clean with a gang of men walking Into it from the 
back with mud that would cline to your feet till you could -hardl: 
lift them, if there was any dampness in the ground. ee 


fie tite iit | Was au the notel, Dro .told mesic lock the 
bed room door when we retired if I did not wish some of the 
"poo' gang to pile in on the bed. Then he explained that there 
waS a bunch of men who would spend a good part of the night 
drinking, then in the small hours would strike out to serenade 
and would do their best to awaken everyone in town, 


The men were nicknamed the 'booze' fanp, but a small child 
could not Say booze, So said boo, so they were. known, when. I 
came, as the 'boo' pang. They would get a barrel and roll it 
along the street while someone had a large saw that was rubbed 
With resin and would draw the saw over the barrel as it was 
rolled alone. Try this Sometime and hear the noise it. makes. 
iney QiaG other things. too, and When wearied would find a bed’. 
Goines to ¢tne hovel they would enter any rooms not locked. One 
day one took sick and died and this. broke up the gang's, paradiny 
at night. 


We had five blind pigs and I have counted twenty five men 
iying outside on the gprass too drunk to walk. I have met men 
Walle, vel Helped, alone the Street by two helpers, yet Il 
have never seen a man so drunk he did not tip his hat when we 
met and say, “How do you do Mrs. Howell." 


Before the Hotel was ready to be occupied, a Methodist 
Mintscer used lO Come Over’ from, the country, seat,. sixteen, miles 
eyouy,. ana premaci ti. ube prowl in, one Gariy fali. “He would sleép 
under his bupey, but one night.a very heavy wind overturned his 
DOreY ene wien ule Dove dearncen OL, 10,, Uney arranged Phat the 
pool room would close, the night the preacher came to town, at 
ten o'clock and they made a béd on the pool table for him to 
Sleep Ul in place Of out on the prairie. 


Bowdon had” its own minister when JI arrived, Rev. Pittenrer, 
he was’ a man about five feet seven or eight inches tall. He 
had three places to preach. He started Sunday morning, walked 
Bevel Miles dno preached In’a railroad station waiting Foor, 
tnen ne walked seven mileés,iny another’ direction, for the arter- 
noon service in a school house, and back the seven miles for 
the evenins service in Bowdon in the hotel dining room. He 
ate but two meals a day to save money as he rot only $100 from 
the missionary board, and the church collections. “Ne did all 
right until the dry spell came on,the collections did not amount 
to’ much. ‘Times were hard7~and when times are hard in the west, 
they are bevond your prasp. We in the east de not know the 
meaniveso: hard times. ae 
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The first Sunday night I was there, as soon as supper was 
over, the tables were all piled up at one side,. chairs set out, 
the organ wheeled to one end, and a number of men seated behind 
it. One man played the organ. 


The service began and when the people rose to sing, the 
men by the organ rose, putting their arms around each other. 
I learned later they were all too drunk to stand alone. 


At the close of the service, the chairs were piled on the 
tables, a violin was brought out, what women were there gathered 
with the men on the floor, and several men tied handkerchiefs 
on their arms, thus taking the place of women, and a dance was 
carried on for an hour or more. Jf had started to leave the 
room when the service was over, but D. said, "The evening is 
not over yet," so the preacher, Dr., and I stood at the door 
watching the dance. 


The second Sunday night, I felt a tenseness in the meeting 
and as soon as the service closed, a bunch of men and the 
preacher left the room. I learned a farmer, about a mile from 
town, had shut up the hotel man's cows, they having wandered 
out to his farm, and the farmer demanded quite a price for 
their release. The snow was still on the ground and when the 
service was over, horses were put to the sleigh and out to the 
farmer's they went. Some went to the house and as soon as the 
farmer opened the door, he was grabbed while others went to the 
corral and let out the cows. When they were well on their way, 
the farmer was released. 


Mrs. Farrington took sick, and it was to keep a doctor in 
town that her husband brought us the water. Dr. told her she 
would have to have an operation. I don't remember what the 
trouble was. The doctor from Fessenden, sixteen miles away, 
came over and about 2 P.M. the operation was performed one Sun- 
day. 


About four o'clock Mr. Farrington came to the house with 
horse and buggy and told me to get ready as I was going out to 
his place. We were in our own house at that time. I said, "But 
your wife has just had an operation". He said, "That is right, 
but you are to come out with me." So I went. On arriving I 
found the preacher there, he had walked from the school house 
to the Farrington ranch, I‘went into the room to see the 
patient and found her smoking a cigarette. She averaged twenty 
four aMday.reThat twas tanir1900);, 


I was sitting in the sitting room of the hotel when one 
of the boarders came in, went to the desk, and took out a 
revolver, and put it in his pocket. I knew the men were going 
to a school meeting. I said, "Expecting trouble", He answered, 
"Vie- may have but I never go anywhere without a gun, you never 
know when you will need it." There was none that day. 


Some horses from one of the livery barns got out one day 
and @ man on a horse started after them. For some time he 
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could do very little when arn old cow boy horse among them 
realized the man was tryin, to round them into the barn a;:ain, 
so the horse, of its own accord, without anyone on its back 
starved in, rounded those horses up and brousht them back into 
the barn. I witnessed this performance myself from our own 
house. 


Early in the spring we bought a lot. Ollie Ohnstad bought 
the one next to ours the same day. I think it was on a Wednes- 
day morning. At one o'clock a carpenter was at work, with the 
lumber on the lot, and in a week we were living in it and 
settled. 


I think the house was fourteen feet by sixteen feet with two 
doors and two windows. It had no lath or plaster on the walls, 
just studding with siding on the outside. It had a board 
ceiling and an attic. We had a bed Dr. made out of two by four 
studding that was left over. We bought springs and a mattress, 
At the foot of the bed we hung Jim's hammock. We had a kitchen 
table that cost about $1.25, four kitchen chairs and a small 
cooking stove. Our cupboard was boards nailed between the 
studding with a curtain in front. My work table was boards just 
below the shelves, then shelves for the pans below the work 
table. We had curtains on the two windows. ‘The house cost 
ninety dollars including the carpenter's charge of twenty seven. 


Dr. went out 18 miles into the country and brought home a 
small willow shrub. I planted it below one of the windows and 
often, when people came to town, they came to the house to see 
the tree. I could not get flowers to grow, the winds were too 
strons. 


I took three barrels of fruit with me and when I had 
callers, would treat them to a dish of fruit and a piece of 
bread. I would send a pint of home canned fruit to sick women 
and from their gratitude and remarks I am sure they thought the 
fruit did them as much good as the medicine given by Doctor. 


So many people in the east think the people do not feel 
Uifeec Orem ity eee mide wesu.s 1 Nave seen. the coal, neater.dan 
the hotel dinins room red all over and yet when they scrubbed 
the floor, men would enter and skate across to the kitchen 
door on’ their’ shoes on the icey floor. 


The first garments I washed, I took them out. to hang on 
the’ line and picking up a garment I gave it a shake and it 
split in pieces. I learned not to hang clothes out on very 
cold days. ‘when I went down to the drug store I would put on 
Dector"s Tur coat.. Goine out of doors’ it seemed needles were 
pricking your nose. I have seen the atmosphere so filled with 
frost you could not see a building a block away. The air was 
filled with sparkles. The thermometer would drop to fifty 
below zero and when driving horses icicles would form on their 
mouth or nose that you had to remove to save having their knees 
cut by them, 


We had some interesting, preachers in the west. In Harvey, 
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a town about forty miles north west from Bowdon, a youn 
preacher arrived shortly before I reached Bowdon. He was a 
young Englishman, wore his inonocle, and on Sunday he 

preached a sermon calling the men down about the way they lived 
in the west. So a group of men in the billiard room talked 
things over and decided to teach him a lesson. 


As soon as they saw his light fo out in the hotel bedroom, 
two men went over to the hotel and asked to see the preacher. 
The hotel man sent them uvstairs. They knocked on his door, 
he opened it, and they grabbed him, threw a fur coat around 
him and carried him over to the billiard room, where a good 
fire was going, and sat him on one of the tables, where they 
placed a glass of water. The others had beer. 


They had secured some hynn books and gave the preacher 
one, telling him to pick out a hymn. He refused, the men pulled 
out their guns. The preacher gave out the hymn, they sang and 
called for another, while they took glasses of beer giving the 
preacher more water. This kept up until near morning, when 
those sober enough put the fur coat around the preacher and es- 
corted him back to-theshotels*viIn' the earlymorning,.a- train 
passed through the town and when it went this Monday morning 
the preacher was on it. 


Tne morning-arter my4iiraetVnient: in the*hotel ,wMys. Gook; 
wife of the hotel keeper, came to me and asked me if I had 
ever seen a marriage. Not waiting for an answer, she said, 
"There is one going on now. We can see it from the balcony", 
.and I followed her. I looked up and down the street but saw 
nothing or anybody, but Mrs. Cook was talking, saying, "There 
it is. A marriage often takes place here." I said nothing. 
I did not know what she was talking about. When I had a chance 
I told Dr. about Mrs. Cook and the marriage. He said, "She 
meant a mirage". 


We had been in our own house but a short time when one 
morning I went out doors to get some water from the barrel, 
when I saw a plowed field that had not been plowed the night 
before. I said to myself, "Well, the Russian brothers must 
have been plowing all night, for that field was not plowed 
yesterday." Then as I stood looking, I saw a town to the north 
west and another town to the north east and all the land between 
With its’ farm houses and corrals. -~Then there, was our milk man's 
house, which was built on the side of a slew and could not be seen 
from our house. Tt was’ all: so-strange.°’ I went back into the 
house to see my family. Were they the same or was I Rip van 
Winkle and had twenty years passed? 


I found the family natural, and waking Dr. I told him 
the country was 211 changed. He said it was a mirage. So 
out I went and looked and looked over the country, and as I 
watched, I noticed the land about fifty feet from our neighbor's 
house had sunk down and the far off land had come forward. As 
I watched the land began to move back and back and the low land 
began to come back to normal. Finally everything; was back as 
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the night. before... Theszre seemed to be a Thin veil between the 
sun and myself, and finally the vell disappeared and I had 
seen a mirajse. 


We had engaged a woman to come and work for us when Alberta 
arrived, but the. day before, she called Dr. to come and look at 
her face and she was down with erysipelas, and that stopped her 
coming. Well, Dr. had to be doctor, nurse, cook, and baby 
tender. The first day or two he and Jim went to Mrs. Ohnstad's 
fLoradinner, .then=Dr..cooked as ;:the bed was: so close to the stove 
I could direct him about the cooking. After he had been doing 
the work a few days, he said, "I never saw so much picking up 


and doing things over and over again and getting nowhere." 


Aiter we had built our house, the Ohnstads built theirs. 
He was a Norwegian and had married an American girl from Iowa. 
They shad .a nice ¢yhome twenty wour feet square,idivided.anto four 
rooms all the same size. They were very fine neighbors and we 
were fond of them. 


When Alberta was two and a half weeks old, I did the washing 
out.of doors at,.the side .of,:the house and Ollie came to me and 
TOl10 Me torduil Wasinineg as J was not strong enough to do it and 
he could noe think what, Dr 4 was<thinking. about rto «ket, me do it. 
Of. course it. was all board work, .the hardest..way., No machine of 
Be Ko. Weise LOOP ome abl bh wears alter, -chis:: 


Alberta was only a few weeks old when the cowboys began 
coming in.«to,.see wher. «They would rcome pto,the door and: say, 
"Mrs. Howell will you let us see the baby." They would stand 
and look for such a long time, then turn and with their backs 
toward me would thank me and go out. I knew those boys turned 
BAOMsme. SO. would not —see,their tears. 


A, Russian family lJived.for a while in a house, on the other 
Side oL. Gurs..and me made oll shis-own..fueb-for,his..ptoves. In 
Dlace, Olethe -livery, Danis) putting aahneir manure ion the slew 
bank, he had it brought to his home and he would spread it in 
Mm Gircole SbouL vo alootedecp, then get some straw and pile it on 
COp Of Une manure. On«vop of this he put more manure, then 
Nowe sStimaw,. .flnen ne poured, water over, adl ow ,Paking-, a@&-ahorse, 
he would walk the horse on top of the circle of, straw and manure 
for an hour or more, leave it. for a. day, when he would take a 
lange ,saw and.cut.it.into, Lengths, .as d&f.cord. wood ,and, pile it 
up to be used. as fuel... It made good fuel and so long as the 
lids of the stove were not lifted, there was no odor in the 
room. 


some. farmers. had. straw. burners. for .their heating stoves, 
but, L never saw one of these stoves.,.Most. of. the people had 
two. Stoves... one. on each, side of.the room, and.the. family lived 
between the stoves. 


The Fourth of July we went out three miles to spend the day 
and night... The woman came in,for me early and Dr. was. to go 
With her, husband. in the wagon... As we drove over the plains, 
she saw some cow manure that had been hardened by the hot sun. 
SO she stopped the horse and picked it up and put it on the 
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back of the buggy, and whenever she saw any more she gathered 
it in and our meals were cooked with it. 


The house had one room, and a lean-to on one side, and 
in the room were two beds and the dining room table, being 
summer time the stove was in the lean-to. I wondered how we 
were going to sleep, as she had two children, so had I. When 
night came she pulled out two trundle beds, one from under 
each bed and the children sept .on. them. 


The dinner next day was interesting because we had home 
made ice, cream... They had..a ninety, foot. well that had been 
dug with,a.shovel,.and. as J have said the winters were cold, 
and thes frost penetrates, deep into.the ground... Weil, this ,day 
she and her husband had lifted some ice, that had not melted, 
from the winter's; freezing and, made ice cream. 


Men, driving in the winter, would have sheep skin or fur 
coats and fur. robes, caps of the same and.large sheepskin 
shoes in the buggy. When they got into the buggy they would 
put their feet. into those;.big sheepskin shoes... .in the country, 
the women. seldom left: their homes from the time the real, cold 
weather came until the milder weather of spring. 


After we were in our house a month or two, the Russian 
neighbors moved to a farm, and the hotel family moved in. He 
kept some hens and one stole her nest and hatched out a batch 
of chickens. He did not want them and told Dr. he could have 
them, keep the hen a couple of weeks and return it when the 
chickens did motmeed .itesnSo,Drs took. four boards,.left from 
the house and made a pen and put the hen and chickens in it, 
tieing the hen to a stake so she could not run away. We got 
the hen and.chickens near noon,so we fed them,well...Dr.. gave 
them all that was left from dinner. 


M2--Cook palso, had iaypig, a.bigone,. 4,1t,broke out,..of its 
pen, eran ,over avo,,ourn, lot,, jumped into,the.pen,, and. picked wup 
one chicken ;after another until,it. had eaten. them all... So 
about three hours after we were given the hen and chickens, 
the old hen was taken back home. 


/ We had five blind pigs in the town, though North Dakota 
was a drywetatene The, sheriff would come.over)from the,..county 
seat to close them up, but would return home so drunk they 
had tostibechimyin the -buggy.andsfasten the lines,.to,the.whip. 
50 theeplaces oOfedrink remained open. 


A woman came in one morning, from the country, to see 
Dr. We were at breakfast when.she arrived at the house. I 
asked her how far she had come and she said twenty five miles, 
horsevand (buggy. Sheisaid she had,.risen early,prepared 
breakfast for her husband and the hired man, and was in town 
before eight. 


The cowboys used to come into town after several months 
of herding cattle and then things would be exciting. One day 
they drove a long spike an inch or more into a post, then 
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rode around the post shooting to see how many shots it would 
take to drive it into the post. 


One evening they rode up and down the street fast, 
shooting through the fan lights above the doors to see who 
was the best shot in putting out the kerosene lamps. Then 
next day they went in and paid the damages. 


On one occasion, they put on an exhibition showing how 
horse thieves were treated. Getting a sack and filling it 
with straw, tieing a rope around to have it look like the 
head and body of aman, they fastened legs and arms, also 
of straw and sacks, to it, tied it on a horse. The horse 
was started,off,on a gallop, vthencothey rode "after the horse, 
lassoed the straw man off the horse, dragged him to a pole 
and strung him up as if they were hanging him. 


Dr. was driving home from the country one day and over- 
took a Russian in a wagon. Two or three cowboys were riding 
around -hi1s -ouePbt bairine ashoteainto iten,Dre stopped “tovsee 
what was going on. Well, they were making the foreigner talk 
United States so;He could not etalk-ourvlanguage ‘and was so 
seared. They let up and allowed him to go on his way but they 
had some fun. 


Another sRussianjyawhoishived ahalf mile’ from town’, with his 
brother, quarre lied sand: the wrother bitwoffuone of ‘his fingers. 
It became infected and he came to the house. JI had to keep 
his finger or whole hand in hot water most of the day. He 
was one of the dirtiest men I ever saw, and when he went home 
he had one clean hand but only one. 


Another Russian, several miles out, was digging a well 
and. after working, on it for Several daysy'it was quite deep. 
In the morning one son went down to continue digging and was 
overcome by gas which had seeped in during the night. Another 
son went down to help the first one up and he was overcome. 
The father went for a neighbor to come over and use the wind- 
lass while he went down for his sons, but the neighbor would 
not 160 the father eo "down. By getting some hooks, they 
managed to get the boys up but they both were dead. 


When the funeral was about to take place, someone said, 
"They do not look dead". So the service was postponed and a 
messengerwas sent: pell-mell. after Dr. to’ come out and see if 
they were dead. 


The riderseame in to’ towne and as he passed the livery, 
on the way to the house, he yelled, "Get a team ready quick", 
and galloped up to our door. His horse was covered with lather 
from the hard riding. The buggy was soon ready to take Dr. 
to the country, but the boys were dead. 


So many men came to Bowdon to get claims of land. There 
was a saying that the government bet one hundred sixty acres 
of land that a man and his family could not come out and 
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make a living. Well, lots of people were willing to try. 


They would come to town, have a livery man take them 
out to look the different pieces of land over, and select 
their claims. They would then return to town and sit ina 
row. The day the land was given out, you took your turn 
asking for your selection. All day and night those men would 
wailttlm line; fomif they left their place, someone else would 
take it. So the only relief they had was to have a friend 
take their ‘(place ‘while ctheyate, or:rested: 


One of these land seekers was being driven over the country, 
holding his gun between his knees with the barrel up. A wheel 
of the buggy dropped into a badger hole causing one barrel of 
the gun to go off and the bullets went through the upper part 
of his arm. He was hurried to town. and to the house to,;Doctor. 


A group of men filed in after him, but as soon as they 
saw the wound, they would turn sick and have to go out. It was 
just a week or more before Alberta was born, so I had to turn 
in and help Doctor sew up the wound and bandage it. It was a 
most unpleasant job, for the flesh was terribly mangled, but 
it had: to be done and I was used to it. 


The next day the preacher: met Doctor and said, "I thought 
you had some “brains +e Thevideacof: letting your wife help with 
that case. Don't you know it will mark the child?" Doctor 
saidgnitntewnll not." So the preacher said, "We will see". 


The next week, on the same day of the week, in the same 
place, “Kandminder’the same circumstances, both barrels of the 
Suvvecurwenteort, shooting the man carrying it. ~They rushed 
him to theehouse.« ‘Leremember “the awful Lookrofithis: face 
drained clear of blood as he staggered in and said, "Doc. 
I am shot." We were eating dinner and I rose quickly for I 
thought he was going to fall, and told the man’ with him to 
Sec enim toetne bed sHédiled pthav.enient jeabutoboctor, tafter 
he Had Frixed’him wp, hadthimocarried wto. achotelyroom, where 
he died. 


We had no roads from Bowdon out into the country, and in 
driving they just went across the grass land. 


A few weeks after Alberta was born, a man, his wife, 
and baby came in to see Doctor. They had come about twenty 
miles ‘Phe baby was\-very i22.00Dr. fot .busy, "ordered. me to 
heab@irons to™put ateits feet, ordered the father’ to gordown 
for ice to its head, and after he had worked over it a while, 
turned to me and said, "Get the children out of here. This 
child is dying and I cannot find the cause." So I picked up 
Alberta and took her to Ohnstad's along with Jim and went 
back to the house to find the child had died. 


Then“Dry got -a-board*abouvstwo feet long, and laid<the 
baby out, placing it on the-board. The man and woman got 
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into their buggy, took .the baby on their knees., and drove 
home. I stood at the door and watched them drive away, and 
i*don't think Fever relt so sorry for anyone as I did for 
them. Having to drive twenty miles with the baby on their 
laps and no one to comfort them. On arriving home they would 
have to get a few boards, make a box for a coffin, and bury 
it near the house. 


Such is homesteading in a new country. But those things 
have made our fathers and forefathers what. they. were.. The 
weaklings could not stand it. 


Aiperha wes, Ghe .finst, girl bomn.in <wowdan.,. the day after 
she .wai..borrm, .the. preacher came, to, see..me. + Dr.«, was, about to 


eive her a bath and baring her arm said, "Elder, no mark there. 


He said, "No. But you had no business having your wife help." 
IL laughed. Then the preacher took an _onange. from his pocket 
and gave it to me. 


Now, don,t Jaugch at just,.one..orange,.it.meant such a lot, 
you cannot grasp.. I once, saw aman eating an apple on the 
front street, and another man said to the man with the apple, 
"Do you mind letting me have a bite of that apple? I crave 
a bite of it." The man with the apple handed it to him, he 
took a bite and returned, the apple to its, owner, thanking him 
for the Dite., and passed on. »« Apples were selling fon )five 
Benue weachy. 


Dr. had. one. child patient that had scurvey. He ordered 
an Orange every day. 


One baby case in the country, the, parents on the home- 
stead had nothing to wrap the baby in, when it came, but the 
husband's coat... Dr. came home and told.me about. it and Mrs. 
Ohinstad and oJ gathered some baby clothes for it. , The young 
couple were hard working people but had no money to buy things 
end sulle icrOtpsig feed sO. there, was.no moneys coming in. 


We had been in our own home some time and the preacher 
Onven wae Jn Tor digner. ~.He always sat at. the side, I sat 
With diy DockLO Lue. Odor. andr. Wath bis. tace to the. door. 


mune preacher had some: trouble with the hotel clerk. So 
far as I can remember, the preacher made the remark that he 
did not know how Cook, the hotel man, allowed his daughter to 
associave. With the clerk. .S5o0 the, clerk and hotel,.man went 
up to the preacher's room to make him apologize. 


The preacher had just gone.up stairs after a meal and 
stilil hbad.a tooth pick in his mouth. .The clerk, demanded an 
BOCLOU vse Lue sODeoCuler a iOuioed, Lie Clerk fad his hand, in his 
coat pocket, 50 the preacher immediately drew his revolver, 
DOLCE. din dustne Clore a head. and ordered him, to take his 
Deno oOuaLOL tes wOCcKeL. wane Clerk Staved.he bhad,no pun, and 
the preacher said, "Let us both put our guns on the bed and 
I will give you until I count ten to do it", keeping his gun 
Leveled a4 the clerk's head all the time. .He began counting 
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and got as far as eight when the clerk handed out the gun. 
Then they decided to go downstairs and have it out, fist fight. 


First one went for the preacher, then the other, and as each 
came to him, he threw him under the counter, then the other. 
They would rise and come at him again to receive the same treat- 
ment. This kept up till the hotel man gave in,. and the clerk 
was so excited he spoke up and said, "If I only had a chance 
T could lick a dozen men like you". The preacher said, "You 
made a very fine beginning", still holding the tooth pick in 
his teeth. 


Before the fight got started downstairs, the preacher 
noticed a bottle of liquor on the desk, so asked the hotel man 
to move it Pack.-* ‘It was itable“to fall. 


Dr. went down street and heard about the fight and sug- 
gested to the preacher that he come up to the house until the 
excitement died down. I said to the preacher, "I did not know 
you could fight". He answered, "I did'nt myself until I got 
started and then my joints acted as if they were greased." 


Later on the preacher’ became involved in another Scrap. 
We never heard the real cause of it. Again Dr. brought him up 
to the house, we were just a block from the business street. 
We knew the sheriff had been sent for and soon he came to the 
house to arrest’ the preacher.’ He asked permission to remain 
in the house until the sheriff was ready to, leave town, and 
the request was granted. 


I had two dollars and a half in the house and I handed 
the preacher one and a half stating that he might need some 
change. He refused it, saying, "You need that more than I do. 
Besides I have a little money in the bank". He was with us at 
noon and when I asked him to have some dinner, he said he would 
like te-sit In’ Dr's. place. which faced’ the door. When dinner 
was over he said, "I wanted to sit facing the door for fear 
someone would come and try to pop me off with his gun." 


Well, no one came. In an hour or more the sheriff re- 
turned and they left together. At the trial no one showed up, 
“so he was ¥ree- 


For the first fight he was in, the preacher received a 
lot to build a church on and one hundred dollars toward the 
building,- as’ well as the best suit of clothes he could find 
in the county seat. 


A slot machine was in the drug store. One day the clerk 
was along, two drunken men came in, and went to play the mach- 
ine. They decided they-could break It.and get the money out. 
About this time the preacher entered the store. The clerk 
tried to quiet the drunks but they were bent on smashing the 
machine, when the clerk said, "If you do, you will do it over 
my dead body", the preacher touched the clerk on the shoulder 
saying, "There will be two dead bodies". The drunks left, for 


by this time all knew the preacher had been champion lipht 
weight boxer in his home state: 
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On another occasions, the preacher happened to go into 
the restaurant, which was rum by 2 young woman, and a drunk 
was in there and was making trouble. Jessie, the young woman, 
asked a man to put him out, but the man answered that he 
could not handle him. The preacher went to Jessie and asked 
if she wanted him to put the drunk out. She said, "Oh, no, 
Elder, that is not your work". He said, "Do you want him out?" 
She answered that she did so the preacher stepped behind the 
chair the drunk was on, took him by his coat collar, and lifted 
him up. Then caught the seat of his. pants with the other hand 
and walked him to the door. On reaching the door he released 
his grip, gave him.a kick, and the man landed on all four on 
the sidewalk. 


The editor of) the paper,’ who was passing at the time, 
beckoned the preacher into his office and handed him a five 
Conrar Ol iL. 


The’ next day,. the man had sobered, drove back into town, 
and thanked the preacher for throwing him out of the restau- 
rant: 


In the town next to Bowdon, a Presbyterian preacher had 
a fight with a land owner and won, so the boys of Skerston and 
the ~boys of our town decided, )if they,could.get.the two preachers 
to fight, they would build a church in the town of thé winner. 
The Presbyterian man would not fight, but from what our man said 
tomes, +heOwastekeennfor;it.tcHe wanted.a church so badly. 


The boys in Bowdon had put up a high board fence and 
there ‘they held their prize fights... As.a doctor was required 
to*- examine thenfightersrand berpresent,.if.he, should be needed, 
Dr. was always. given: two tickets, one for himself and one for 
his’ wife.» As ° Ivdid»not-care to attend, I gave my tieket to 
the preacher,» and heawent until,) in» some way, the Presiding 
fHider Treard;° and aathettem was. sent. to the. preacher telling 
hie to keep out of the prize fights. He did not go again ‘but 
was always near at hand. Once Dr. was called out and he found 
the preacher looking through a knot hole. 


muse tcellt theother side, of, the. preacher. We hadva 
lot of diptheria through ‘the .county,. especially among the 
Russians. ‘Whenever Dr. ‘told the preacher he had a case, he 
would go out with Dr. and in many cases remain until the patient 
Was "better or thadupassed one. He kKept..the family and neighbors 
away from the patient and in this way kept the disease from 
Spreading in the neighborhood. 


OneedayoDr. Was called out. twenty miles.to a ranch to 
see:a cowboy who was not fit to ride his broncho. He would 
ride until he would fall off and when he came to consciousness, 
would climb on and ride again. Dr. pronounced it typhoid fever, 
but said he could not go out twenty miles to see him so he was 
brought to town. 


A blind pig was empty, and the furniture man loaned a bed 
and springs, one person loaned a mattress, the butcher gave 
the meat for beef soup, the druggist gave the medicine, two 
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grocers shared the supplies, Im said he would serve him, and 
the preacher said he would nurse him. 


His mother came and for six weeks the preacher and his 
mother’ nursed that - boy. When he recovered, he gave Dr. his 
revolver and holster, but in moving sometime it was left be- 
hind. I liked the buckskin holster and was sorry to lose it. 


Imust tell you of the air “in North Dakota. It was. so clear 
you could see for miles and miles and miles. I could stand at 
our door and see a house three miles away, and tell whether it 
was aman or woman walking around. With a spy-glass we could 
see a cat on the steps. 


I never hung out my wash, that I did not have to reach for 
the line the second time. I would think, "Well, this time, old 
rope you are not going to fool me"and would reach up and miss it. 


I could count some cotton wood trees, that were not large 
trees, nine miles away. We drove out to the Farrington ranch, 
stood on a small hill top and counted the buildings in Bismark, 
Sixty miles away. 


In’ all the western states there is a story about a man 
starting out to reach a place and finding it much farther away, 
than he expected. Bowdon had the best story, which is as fol- 
lows: 


A couple of men came into town and took a room at the 
hotel. They arose early and while waiting for breakfast, noticed 
some hills a short distance away. Going to the landlord they 
told him they were going to take a morning walk to the hills 
and would be back in time for breakfast. The hotel man thought 
it would be a good joke on them to let them go and learn for 
themselves what’ clear air does to distance. So he said nothing 
and the men set out and walked and walked and seemed to get no 
nearer, so decided to’ return to the hotel. Now Bowdon!'s version 
comes in: 


The hotel man sent a horse and buggy to look after them. 
The livery man caught up with them after quite a drive and they 
were alongside a small stream that could easily be. stepped over, 
but they were undressed. The livery man asked their trouble, 
and they told him they set out: for a fifteen minute walk to the 
hills hours ago’ and were no nearer than when they started, and 
so they were ready to swim the stream, though it looked narrow 
enough to step over. 


How the people drove. The man who lived where the cotton 
‘wood trees were, had to come in for Dr. one night because his 
wife was sick. His wife told me later he was gone just a little 
over an hour, driving eighteen miles. He came into town, awoke 
Dr., went to the livery barn, changed horses, came back to the 
house for Dr., and drove home again. 

‘How Doctor and I enjoyed those boys. So many people look 
upon cowboys as an ignorant crude lot, but those boys were not, 
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some were college educated, and a finer bunch I never met. 


One night, in the small hours, we heard some shooting 
and next morning, while I was getting breakfast, Dr. said he 
would go down street and see what the shooting was over. He 
found that a young man, a new commer, had made some remark 
about one of the girls, which may have been true, but the boys 
were not letting anyone talk of the girls. So the boys ordered 
him to “pack his’ valise and leave town. ~ ‘They “picked ‘him up, 
tied him in the back of a light wagon, and took him out some 
miles in the country. As the wagon started from town, some 
shots were fired to let him know he was never to come back 
to Bowdon again. When they drove out some miles, they let 
him out. He did not come back while we were there. 


A well about one hundred feet deep and four feet square 
was dug, and it had two buckets hung by a rope over a bar that 
was a few feet above the well. By pulling on a rope, you 
lowered one bucket and the other came up with the water in it. 
I was down one evening after a pail of water and as I was 
pulling on the rope, I felt myself going and it took all the 
fight in me to keep from being drawn into that well. I never 
went down there alone again, but Mrs. Ohnstad and TI would go 
together. 


Before I arrived in Bowdon, a woman died, a few miles in 
the country. She was from North Carolina and had married a 
ranch man in North Dakota. He had been anything but a desir- 
able husband. When she died the neighbors were in and the 
husband told them to take the body and drop it into an unused 
welt. “They refused to do so, ‘said she-had to have a coffin 
and be buried like other people, so he told them they could 
use the boards from his pig pen. They made the coffin and 
gave her *a* proper burial. 


Her sister, a maiden back in the east, learned, either 
from her sister or neighbors, what kind of a husband he was, 
and sent word she would come out and keep house for him. 


He gladly accepted the offer, she came and treated the 
widower so nicely, he asked her to marry him. She accepted, 
and, to the amazement of the neighbors, married him. Then her 
manner changed and she “used him as he nad used her sister and 
soon had him just where she wanted him. She had all the pro- 
perty in’ her name ‘and she told the neighbors, she married him 
purposely to revenge him for the way he had treated her sister. 


When Alberta was two weeks old, the preacher came to me 
and asked me if I would be superintendent of a Sunday School 
ne’ was trying to get organized. There was a’ hall over one 
of the stores that could be used for the school. Of course 
£*coutd *not sing but Mrs Ohnstad said if T would ead the 
School, she would lead the singing. 


We had quite a Sunday School, all classes of people, 
Protestants as well as Catholics. There were Russians, Swedes, 
Norwegian, and Americans among the children, about twenty in 
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all and some could speak only their own language. However 

it wasiarplace for the children to meet and was a change. We 
carried on from about June fifteenth until November, when I 
was leaving for British Columbia. Then a woman said she would 
have the Sunday School in her home. 


No rain came to Bowdon, from the time I went there in 
February until the Fourth of July and what a rain we had that 
day. The grain began to come up, after the rain, as the land 
had been so dry the grain just lay in the ground, and the flax 
began to grow. 


Then when the wheat and flax were ready to head out, a 
hot wind blew all daylong.) As. we. sat out doors.in the shade 
of the house, our eye balls seemed to be on fire and we could 
watch the flax, just beyond our lot, twist around, as it would 
near a hot stove, and dry up. When the wind ceased, the flax 
and corn looked as if frost had come and in place of being 
green, it was brown and the wheat the same. 


No grain left.to develop. ,Those that.cut.and threshed 
their wheat received about one half bushel per acre for labor 
and seed. 


I will give you one example of what the farmers suffered 
that year. Doctor was downtown one day and met a man coming 
from themelevators He asked Dr.show much his) doctor, bill was.. 
Dr. asked him what he had to pay the bill and the farmer said 
he had just sold his grain. He had eighteen dollars to pay his 
hired man, to keep his family through the winter, and to pay 
his docéor bad -tebrrecsatdgalMy. bil] is nothing". This took 
place time after time. One man said, "Two years ago we lived 
on coffee and bread, last year we had potatoes added to.the 
coffeevandebread.wwoThis year/ds guesss= itr will be coffee. alone. 
We have neither potatoes or bread. 


One week we counted eighteen covered wagons leaving the 
country, going back home. However the people were always 
cheerful, the sun always shone, and they looked forward to the 
next spring, hoping that it would be a better year. 


As I said, we bought our water for washing and cleaning. 
When I washed, Mrs. Ohnstad would get my suds and scrub her 
floor and I did the same when she washed. One day I was in 
her house when she was washing dishes with a very tiny cloth. 
I said, "How can you wash dishes with such a small cloth?" 
She said, "If I get a larger one it will sop up all the water 
in the pan". 


Dan Calbick came out to see us on his way home from a 
Visit dn British: Columbia j\aHe!l got) at Dra ito igo»to |British 
Columbia and raise chickens, and loaned him $300 to start 
nei uo. Dir. Was NOt caining in strength and decided to try 
British Columbia. 


I went first, as Dr. wanted to wait until Mrs. Ohnstad 
had her baby and our house was too cold to stay in with the 
children. 
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Life in Vancouver 


On arriving in Vancouver, I took a cab and asked to be 
taken to Tom Calbick's. He was a policeman and brother to 
George Calbick and Dan Calbick, my brother-in-law. 


IL thought Tom could direct me to some rooms where we 
Could Iive Untll Ur. arrived. Hoth Tom and his wife were so 
glad to see us, they would not. let. us go elsewhere.. 


Your grandtather, all his life, wanted.to be.on.a farm, 
and during his Tife In medicine, looked forward to being on 
a farm. When in North Dakota he yearned to be on an island 
all by himself and family. One day. in talking, to..Tom Calbick 
T mentioned this desire ‘Doctor had to be on a farm, and if he 
did not come home from uptown a few days later and say a 
friend of is was Wanting a man to stay on his. place,while 
he spent a while in England, and he would take me to him. 


So I went to this man, who had an island, that he wanted 
&@ man to take care of. I said I would let my husband. know 
about it, I made a mistake in not telling the man my husband 
was a doctor. 


Weis wc cave wort, come. a Lelegram tO Dr. to 
come and when Dr.’ went to see the man, he would not take the 
JOO wane ned 1elt nie. house in Bowdon fo the Jumper, man. We 
eee rou nave tt dit paid TOr, bUL Lone. lOLAWwas,,. ano 1t.dad not 
ask him what he did with the bedding and things. He probably 
left them to’ Mrs. Ohnstad. 


We got a chance to rent a furnished house about half way 
between Vancouver and Westminister, at what was known as 
Central Park. The electric railroad ran between the two cities, 
ena tie owners Or the” house were people from Belleville, Ontario. 


We Yaveo=tnere-tor a year, doing nothing. watching our 
small amount of money dwindle away. Oh, I should not have said 
doing’ nothing, - as*we raised’ some chickens. We were able to 
Gorecursome Trom’ our, former practicé, pul not a preat,deal. 


When we had been in the house a short time, I said to 
Doctor one day, "I never saw so many spiders anywhere as in 
this house." He said he had seen any excepting hairy long 
legs and they were plentiful, but I said, "Little spiders". 


One'nigne F“was “moving Jim in his bed “and Doctor was 
holding the lamp. I said, "There now. See those spiders." 
He said, "Woman, those are bed bugs." Oh, Oh, Oh, I was 
fairly sick. Never had I run up against bed bugs, and such a 
disgrace to have them. 


Next morning we examined the bed and it was literally 
crawling, every crack was full of bugs. We took the bed 
down and out of doors, and I had to go to a neighbor and ex- 
plain and ask her what I could do. How I hated to go over 
to this neighbor. JI have a sinking feeling, even now as I 
Lak Of . 
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When I told her my trouble, she did not laugh, but said, 
"Don't let that bother you. Bugs are in the trees. You can't 
get rid of them entirely but you can use kerosene and it will 
keep them down." So I borrowed her machine oil can and went 
over all the cracks of the floor upstairs, the bed was cleaned, 
the mattress was soaked with oil, and after a few days, I went 
over it again. I never saw another bug, of course we slept 
downstairs after that, both the children and ourselves. 


When Sister Mary, her husband, Dan Calbick, and my sister 
Susie came out for a trip and spent a week with us, I would 
not let them take their trunks upstairs for fear there were 
some bugs @round. Mary said she saw only one. 


Across the road from our house, a Chinaman worked for a 
woman who had a traveller for a husband and she was alone most 
of the time. This Chinaman came over quite often to learn 
how to do things. The husband brought home some Belgian hares 
one time and John Chimaman came over to see what to feed them 
and how to make pens for them. When Doctor told him how to 
feed them, he said, "All the samey little cow." Then Dr. went 
over and helped him make the pens. He used to have a pig and 
in the small pig pen he Kept a stove to have the place warm 
for the pig, so it would grow fast. If a Chimaman saw you doing 
something that was new to him he would say, .'"Show me." or, 
"Tet me do it and you show me so I learn." 


Across the road, a little to the west, lived an English- 
man, his wife, and her brother. The man and wife came to call 
on us, and when I went to the door to let them in, I stood 
there for a moment just dumb. She was a very handsome woman 
and he was one of the homeliest men I ever sat eyes on. Per- 
haps the one made the other appear better or worse, I do not 
know. But her beauty and his homeliness stunned me and I 
could not think for a moment, then I invited them in. 


He was a contractor and had a few men under him. One 
day he struck one of his workmen, and this man had his boss 
arrested. When the Englishman appeared in court and was con- 
fronted by his own workman, he said, "But this man is my own 
workman." The judge said, "You are living in Canada now, not 
England and your workman has the same privileges as the master 
in this country". 


Dr. dropped “in' to’ their house’'one day and the "wife was 
Standing by the stove with a young duck in each hand, warming 
their feet. She was sure they would die with such cold feet. 


The Englishman used to bring his cow to our place, in the 
dry season in the summer time, to water it, as we had a deeper 
well than he had. One day the cow drank and drank. Finally 
I said, "What do you feed your cow that it drinks so much?" 
He said that the cow had not been well and the veterinarian 
told him to give it a pound of epsom salts and there was none 
at the corner, so he decided to give it table salt, it was 
just as good. So he gave it the table salt and how that cow 
did drink. 
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We had another neighbor to the west of us. He was alonp 
in years and had two sons, in their twenties. ‘They were 
digging a well, and the old man spent a food deal of time in 
the weldydieraneyr Thetsons decided toaplay actrickoon hin, 
and when the old man went for the mail, the two boys took 
down a few chunks of coal and buried them in the well. So 
when the father went down again to dig, he came across those 
pieces.of._coal,andrwas+quite excitedpover it..:,He: told the 
neighbors how he was sure he was going to strike a vein of 
coal. 


Another time the old man bought a rooster and was standing 
talking to a neighbor, who had called at his house. While he 
talked, he held the rooster under his arm with the head to 
the back, and the feet in his hand. A son came along and 
seeing the rooster under his father's arm stole up behind and 
cut: the: birds throat. The»-bird began to stir and the old man 
said, "Be still", and in a short time the bird quieted down. 


The neighbor could hardly keep from laughing out. Finally 
the bird became lifeless and the old man saw what had been 
done... :,He did some sputtering but enjoyed the joke. 


PiMpeoingetOouthembranyjewhichtis fEnglish forestreet car, 
£Oe20600 svie teLTY ar Drt hand ohesaw «a man,! néarnthe road, walking 
baektangelorbh whoh eatcrotched stick echmehisehandrteDr. called 
out, "What are you doing?" He said he was looking for water 
and asked us to come over to him. Then he handed me the stick 
and asked me to try what he was doing. You put your hands 
on the stick and hold tight as you walk along. So I walked 
back and forth as he had been doing and when I passed over 
arcentain places -Lacould notfiholdrthesstickeincplaces It 
would turn although I gripped with all my strength, but when 
IT passed that place; <it-would be back in the old position. 
fieyeousecoere Lorewatervand found it. 


We were not much attracted to the English while we were 
living in the West. The women were dowdy in their dress. 
The men considered themselves above the Canadians and the 
Americans. 


One day Dr: had to go to the tram station to get a piece 
of furniture that was crated. It was heavy and awkward to 
move and he worked and worked to get it on the wheel barrow 
he had taken to bring it home. Finally he managed to get it 
on the barrow, and all the time he was trying to get it loaded, 
an Englishman stood in the small station and never offered to 
assist in any way. 


What a rage Dr. was in when he came home. He cursed the 
English and said that if that man had been the President of 
the United States standing there, he would have given him a 
hand with the crate. 


We had a dog while we lived here. A Scotch terrier. T 
often wondered if it felt Alberta was his special charge. It 
I took her out t'or a ride in her baby burey, that dor, would 
come alone and fipht with every dop, on the road, and always 
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fought at the side of the buggy. If I did not take Alberta, 
it remained at home. 


I tried taking her and shutting the dog in the house but 
he became so frantic, Dr. let him out for fear he would go 
through a window. 


Then we got a batch of chickens and they became his care. 
He would stand with his front feet on the board around the 
pen, and watch those chickens all the time they were being 
fed. Indeed so savage did he become that I would have been 
arrain 'tompitk" tip* a ehasciken’. 


We decided to get rid of him so Doctor poisoned it. It 
was gone for three days and came back. He shot it but only 
shot'1t- through the’ lip and that’ did not’kill it. He gave 
it to a man in Vancouver, but it saw one of our neighbors, 
followed Mim Toi che stréet-car,;and-eame Home .-- He gave it 
tO arifan 46 Westrenisver. “Twordays” later“at arrived ‘home’. 
Then he gave it to a neighbor who had’ chickens and children, 
so wanted the dog. The man’tied it with a rope, but’ the dog 
chewed the rope and came home. The man came for him and this . 
time tied him with a_chain and he remained this time. 


Doctor Was* coming” home ,” one’ night.,“fTrom- Vancouver” and 
as he stepped off the car, the conductor said, "I hear a 
cougar is travelling tonight." As Doctor came the quarter 
Of a mi lewnome as quickiy=as ne could,-he could” hear’ the” big 
cat thrashing through the bushes parallel with the road and 
“keepene up with him, just *’a*couple hundred ‘feet~ off the open 
road’.-* Then Dr’. had turned’ a’ corner to come’ a block or more 
to the house and he and the cat would meet on the road, but 
fortunately for him Richardson's pig pen'was close to where 
the cat was jumping along. Dr. got home safely and next 
morning a young pig was missing. 


. {It was a common thing to see bears crossing the road as 
one drove along, but they did not molest anyone, and deer 
were often seen at Central Park. Houses had been built along 
the road between Vancouver and Westminister, but there were 
no back roads from the highway, nothing but woods right up 
.to the mountains. 


The trees were very large. One stump in our yard, I 
measured with my“arms and trom Tingéer tip’to finger’ tip it 
Look’ six *times” To pet around’ 1t, oso it *was°> nearly thirty. six 
feet=-around. “Others were larger’. ~- Then these trees were’ very 
calle~ sThose pine trees’ seemed a™nundréd or*more Teet high. 
When trees were cut down, a platform would be built from ten 
to fifteen feet high. This was done to cut the tree down 
above the swell, thus leaving a high stump. 


Tom Calbick was a constant caller on us and during the 
Winter, he brought'‘us chicken halibut. “Boats would fish 
halibut and call at the Vancouver dock, and Tom would get 
them there. The chicken halibut were the young ones that 
measured about a foot across and two or two and a half feet 
long. We sliced them like beefsteak and fried them. 
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Then all summer we would have salmon. Along the Frac=2: 
River were fifty canneries, and at that time, five thousani 
boats started on Sunday .evening to fish for salmon, during 
June and July, or July and Au.-ust, 1 have forgotten which. 
They coula mot fish within.a certain number of feet from th: 
shore on either side of the river, and Friday night had to 
cease until six o'clock Sunday night, when a cannon was fir 
The two day holaday was to allow fish ta go up. the river. t 
spawn. 
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When we were in this house in Central Park, we had twe 
near neighbors who, had been in the .circus for years,. and it 
was a common thing to see the two women riding horseback, 
standing on the horse's back and going through their stunts. 
Keeping in practice and, enjoying themselves. 


Iie veiouere. lad been in india a good deal, and I asked 
them if people became as lazy as I often heard they did. One 
said, "If I was sitting in this chair, a few feet from the 
table where there was water, I would not think of rising to 
Cae eee evo ear io eo ened Lo nando & GO ne 


In British Columbia we seldom had any thunder storms, 
we had rain. Sometimes, we could hear away off a rumble in, tie 
mountains as Jf a .~storm was in. process, chere,. 


SHOW Wino Lollovermn mich, some lich flurries, that 
would be gone in a day or two, but this winter we had one 
ZBood snow. storm. I ‘should not say storm, for the snow just 
fell like rain, without any wind. I never saw such flakes vt 
Snow and next. morning L never .beheld Such a sight... The snow 
had ceased, bur everything was loaded. The evergreen trees 
were beautiful and the stumps had great caps of snow that 
looked viike bie white. caps... Dr. shovelled the back door. pati 
and when he grew tired shovelling, he .camean, and. took out 2 
Vor Gesu rcw sani lOunC IUnan. che Snow on the Level was. just thie 
LeeL dean. 


It remained on the ground for days and it was amusing, _ 
the things that were rigged up for sieds. As no one ever Inul 
aay use itor sleds, where were nane <n the .community.. 


As we had the place rented for a year, the time was aboul 
up and we did not rerent, but moved into Vancouver. One ol 
our neighbors came in one might and said he had been in to see 


a doctor and the doctor was very. busy, so the man told him «box. 


Dr. Howell and was sure Dr. would be glad to go in and assI:'l 
ham. cO.1the city man told shim toshave. Dr. Howell come in. 
Deewon couloa wou open a woctor's office .as, he did not have + 
‘Canadian license. Besides he was not able to do very much .!! 
NetIpine on a UOchOrus OL fice was just the ytihing for him. 


pO wr, Weng in to see nim and was hired to assist, hin. 
(MGtl our rent was up, Dr. went in and ott on the tram. 


When we went into the city, we rented a couple ot’ rou, 
furnished, from a widow woman, who kept boarders. She had t!!! 
boarders and she had two children of school are. 
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We were there but a short time when the woman took sick 
and asked me if I would do the work for her, and we could 
have our rooms free of rent as well as our board, while she 
was sick and until she was able to take over again. It was a 
big help to us. 


The street car passed our house and one day Dr. saw the 
car stop near the house and on looking out saw Jim sitting on 
the track. The conductor was going to take him off the track. 
Well, his father warned him and I never saw him sit there again. 


While I was downstairs doing the work, I did not want the 
children going up and down stairs, for they curved and had 
narrow steps near~the railing, so easy to cause you to fall. 
So I would place a hen feather on the fourth or fifth step, 
and Jim would go up three or four steps and sit there but 
never*woulad-pass a Treatner*.~ ‘When he did not.go upstairs, Alberta 
would not. go up,either. 


Tom Calbick took your grandfather and me to all kinds of 
places, down through Chinatown, to a Chinese theater, Chinese 
funeral, and where ever he thought we would be interested. 


The late King George (George V) and Queen Mary of England, 
who were then the Prince and Princess of Wales, visited Vancouver 
While -werwWere tmere. He woud pe Queen” Vicvoria"s prandson. 


We were living in Central Park when Queen Victoria died 
and I went”™in to the city to do some shopping and not a thing 
“was open. I fooled around some hours but had to go home and 
come Pack next dday."°So f*reméemper. when she died’. T° thought 
tb ali rient to close the Stores~the nour’ of "her”’ funeral; but 
Blieday,.t CuougM juste coo much, 


Well tne™srandson and his wife, were*out to see the Province. 
OL course =tperet Wasa great celebration. The Indians put on 
a canoe race with long canoes. I am quite sure there were 
twenty four’ ‘in each”“canoe,” sitting two in a seat, side by ‘side, 
each with a paddle, and how beautifully they worked those 
Peqdlese (ete tike clock work. 


Tiere Was a preay Dif plaviorm’ bULILT, Witch’ seats far back 
for the guests and the leading men of the city. Police kept 
the place crear~-so-tnere would” be no” Trouble, “for cnose “taking 
their seats, to’ walk°along the carpeted walk. *‘One man kept 
crowding to the outer edge of the crowd and in good view of the 
guests as they walked to their seats. The police were quite 
provoked. 


Fonaliy the Prince and Princess, with their escorts came 
along, and the Prince caught sight of this man and said, "Why 
George, are you here?", and stopped and shook hands with him. 
no O10 cne™= Princess. “tc turned out that-this"man,  who'‘had~ been 
crowding to the front, had at one time been Queen Victoria's 
gardener. 
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After this happened, that man could go anywhere he wished, 
so faras the police were concerned. 


An Indian band played. They were all fixed up with their 
beads and feathers and when they finished, the Prince stepped 
down from his high seat and shook hands with all the band 
players. 


We had a seat in an upstairs room across the road from 
the platform and could see everything that was going on. 


There were so many Chinese children with their parents 
in the street parade, and the little girls looked like butter- 
Tive Worl terry fui, y cl lLk cresses Of delicate ‘shades. Those 
children have remained in my memory very clearly ever since. 
Tey Were such a-pacituve’ 


Then the Prince and Princess were taken to a saw mill 
where a log was trimmed into a square timber, and when finished, 
it was”four feet square and’ many feet long. 


The town was all in gala array with flags and bunting, 
and in the evening the electric lighting-was wonderful. Whole 
buildings were outlined with electric lights and the masts 
of the ships were strung with bulbs close to each other. There 
Were’tnree*man—ol-war ships in “the “harbor. °°It was very pretty. 


When the procession passed from the miil back to the 
park; “where they were going to have speeches “etc. a few of us 
were standing at a street crossing and the Prince bowed very 
nicely. So I always say the Prince of Wales of England greeted 
meron chat -oecasiron. 


This royal visitor raised my opinion of some Englishmen. 
He -wasevery *friendly. 


While at the park, some children were talking and wonder- 
Pisewiiecmevas. Clie Coll une rrince rode’ im, wien to their ‘surprise 
aman spoke and said, "If you will come with me I will show 
you and let you sit in it." It was the Prince and these little 
things “endeared *him*’vo the people of that city. 


On one occasion Tom took us on board a man-of-war when 
it-was in*the harbor, ofcourse’ it was British. ‘We saw torpedo 
boats and stood beside a cannon while it was being fired, just 
to show how it worked. The navy man, who was taking us through 
the boat, told us to put our fingers in our ears so the noise 
would not effect them. There were hundreds of marines on the 
boat. 


A sail boat was on the water and a sudden wind rose before 
the sails could be lowered. An order was given on the man-of- 
war to lower a boat and before the men in the sail boat realized 
they were ‘in’ the water, as the sail boat capsized, the boat from 
the man-of-war was to their rescue. 


We were on boats that plied between China and Canada, and 
Australia and Canada. Such bigr liners. 
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Our milkman was from New Zealand and he would often chat 
and tell of his home island. Jie considered it. the greatest 
place for ease and play of.any place in the world. 


George Calbick took me out to Victoria Park in Vancouver 
one day, and there was a great tree there, whose roots stood 
out of the ground so a bugyzy could be backed into the space be- 
tween the two main roots. Later on a road was made through 
this ,space. 


The children, seemed well while we,,lived in, Central,,Park, 
but when we moved into the city, neither was well. Alberta 
LOOK Ore sivas ana DP. caitied in another doctor. He said it 
Woe Gimttar LO diphtheria arid advised a shot, so Dr.. went to 
the drugstore and bought one... They called in doctor, when 
putting 2G An the needie...ler At..all spill. on ;the,-fioor ,and 
another one had to be purchased. Each shot cost two dollars 
and a half, so there was five dollars to a doctor who did not 
know his work, for it did not turn out to be diphtheria. . But 
we kept sheets wet in antiseptic in, front of.,our doors, to keep 
the boarders from contracting anything. 


We had such a lot of fleas in Vancouver, and I have always 
ThOURTD aieose Was the cause of Jim's sickness. They used ,to 
bite him so badly that lumps would rise in such swollen spots. 
I seldom slept..through.a night without. .getting up, to.get ia 
flea off him. I would hear him restless and would rise and 
get tne tlea ort him. 


: JowWoLLdaneane che chiddren's cowns. and, blankets’ owt, on ;the 
line and pub. a pole winder .the gliine to.raise. them high.,.When 

I took. the clothes, down. off. the. line, I, would..go, over them 
Cole ile) yoauee me. ala. Che wt Leas pL, cow.d find, sandy many times 
would, gem a,dozen. or. more... 


They, Would; tly up .in front of. you, as) you walked,,..just 
Tike ye ies im athe sumer tame. 


Lwtee Olle arcerioon, and a flea got in under my clothes. 
When I got honmeand removed my underwear, I had been bitten over 
twenty times from the, hip to the,kneec.,, They, did. not. poison me, 
but Joexedulike, pin pricks. 


Liacarned: tO.catch” themain the. nights, orrany time .pdf 
you catch one between your fingers and thumb, when you look 
TOY iGevourcannot find tm foritahase cones, butydfy you wete your 
Livigouws and. catcliy at,.nvou, have dias «One beeomes quater expert 
at night, wet your finger, reach down, and you have him, and 
Mr. flea cannot get away. 


nd1d.pOCA¢CNnDee lr UpawWa bit any.church.whale dnp Bratish 
. Columbia, but visited different churches in, the; city. 


I went one Sunday to a Japanese Mission. I had always 
Supported missions and wanted to see what was being done. It 
was all men. The Japanese were very nice, and one came to me 
with a hymn book and pointed to the hymn in Enelish. One pape 
was English and across it was in Japanese. I saw by the looks 
of the white leader, he did not want: me there, so after a while 
I went out. 
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I could not get Tom Calbick to take me to a Chinese 
chapel, or temple as it was culled. He would not state why. 


Next door a case of small pox developed and we all were 
vaccinated. I waited until the other vaccinations took before 
TIT had mine, so Dr. and I would not be having sore arms at the 
same time. That was the first time vaccine ever took on me 
though I had been vaccinated six times or more. I had never 
seen people shut up in a city before, and was amused to see 
a policeman at the front of the house and one at the back, 
parading up and down all day, to keep people from coming in 
or going out. 


Tom began acting very odd, and when I told Dr. about it, 
he told me Tom was going insane. I have forgotten what he 
called it, but it was caused by diink in certain climates. 


He went down to see Tom and had a visit with him, and 
gave him some advice on what to do. Then he got in touch 
with George. Later on, George took Tom to a hypnotist and 
had him hyptonized. Tom was told that whenever he took a 
drink, he would vomit, and sure enough he did and finally gave 
up drinking. 


One evening Dr. took me to see aman who could hyptonize, 
eand-l-askedehim: to put me,to sleep. 


He.started in by passing his hand across my forehead but 
not touching it, saying, "Sleep, sleep, sleep." This he did 
for some time, but I was wide awake, so he continued for a 
While,and still I showed no signs of sleeping. Then he passed 
his hand a few times above the palm of my hand and asked me 
ife iGuWas.cool or Warm.+)i.said- it: felt.cool,.so,he said I 
Was MOU) a.e00d subject,....He.called.one.of,the girls of the 
house and in a few minutes she was asleep, or seemed to be. 
Heaeaskeds her severalsquestions..such,as the time of day, by 
his watch, etc. and she answered him, and in a few minutes he 
revived her. 


Dr. was talking to a Chinaman and he noticed he had cut 
Oif, nis, quéue.. AL this, time» the.Chinese. still wore the, queue. 
Dr. asked him if he was a Christian and he answered, "Not 
quite, but nearly." Then he asked Dr. if he knew Mrs. Roblin, 
or as the Chinaman said, "Missie Robbie". Dr. said he knew 
her, then he said "Missie Robbie find me workie. One day 
Missie Robbie came to me and said, "John, I want two bits 
(which is 25¢) for the Lordie". I gave Missie Robbie two bits 
for the Lordie. Missie Robbie nice woman, she find me workie. 
Then Missie Robbie: come again. and said, 'I want four bits for 
the Lordie', and I gave Missie Robbie four bits for the Lordie. 
Then. one day. Missie, Robbie. said,.'I. want six bits.for. the 
Lordie', and I said 'Missie Robbie, is the Lordie always broke?' 
Ingave. Missie, Robbie. six bits, for the Lordie, for.Miss Robbie 
find workie for me." 


Tom took me to a Chinese funeral and it was quite inter- 
esting. This was a Chinese of some importance, though he was 
not rich. The whole thing, was held on a street in Chinatown. 
The coffin was in a wayron of some kind, not the ordinary wagon, 
with a box on it. The mourners sat in this waron, all around 


-138- 


 9eenind es of 
we etaetu ton bie 


etsw {1s ow bas beqokeva 
oteled Nood enolisat dese 
emg Js amis S100 yn ad” 
em mo Mood 16Vs- ipa: 20 
teven bert I. aram TO vem ts 
see oF beaums sew bw. .¢ 
.Hosd oS 36 ono. bas 
nl gnimoo mort siqosy 


“mia 
.tk tuods .1d plod F natin! tabi, bbe yrov’gnt hOB msged me 
of tatiw nottogy? eved I venseat gntoy esw mor em | 
.setemtfo mistress at sttha yd boeweo esw FE 
bis .mid diiw ttalv s bel bas moT 952 ae nwok 
dovot at ton on met? .ob o¢ darw no sotvbs Smoes ke 

bis tetsonqyd 8s o¢ mol Need Bgtosh .do Issel <epae 
s Noo so tevensdw Jedd blogs asw moT .bos ino 

ovsg yilantl bas HP ef asWens ste has they bixe 


-sexinotqgyn bivos cdw mam 8 998 GF sm Wood iad sat 
.qeela ot om tuq os ain 


ud Hesderot ym eszonos brad eid gateesq yd, fal 
bib of atdaT “.qoeels .aesia yasefe” .anty 
8 Tol bourténon si on .SAgWwe Sbfiw ssw T ; 
hegesq of -nmedT .xuatasele lo aamaie on hbewore : me « 
on betas bas bosd ym To miaq sifd svods eomht« NDT | 
I btsa ori o@ .fooo Si{st JE bise I ..:tsw eo Bee 
sig to alals ait to ono Deties oh . tosttue boos: 
.ed oF bomeee to .qoolds gaAW sre eoduotm wot 8 
vi .¥eb to omid ey en dowe anoltiaoup fs t49v¢ee 
of esdunim wot ani bos .wid Beteweans aorie brie 9994 


juo Darn of bootgon ed bas cdemeehdd 5 of yaidlad aew 
Svenp sit srow Elite sesnrtdiS sald omig eh GA year 
gol” ,bevewensa sri bos meldeiai) s ebw Sh RE. bet 
ntidof .24M worth ed Is .n@f pores od aot " “ine 
word ed bies .2d = «."stddehH eteetm” .bise Tishte 
yeh enO .otdaow om breth siddoh slae nM”: pies “eat 
etid ows tasw I .adot"” .bise bas om o¢ aor 
étid ows elddof steaimM oven IT .“otbrod sdt i673 
.aiotiow em britt oe .oamow 90kn siddon phan 49: 
12% atid wot tusw I' ,bise baer atane omoo = 
-Sibsa! ond a0 ettd mot stddéch stecim ah 
eft rot atid xte tuew I* , tee siddofi. 
'¢eoload syawle otto] oy at ,stddon staat 
atddoh asiM tol .sibwed orld am, Pad ad 


conea 


hee . 


ess oe ow ; 
-<199nt gitup aaw tf base Le 
usw Of tiyicls ,soustioqml yRHOe 
Pe sapaea ni Juvits 6 ao bot: 
tor ttivco silt Jom ,hirta- 

basen L168 , 4070W ets mt 


i? rs 


the coffin. Of course the mourners were hired mourners. The 
Chinese orchestra was made up of the queerest sounding instru- 
ments. The mourners would howl, which is the only word I can 
use to express the noise, and one person would call out some- 
thing in a loud sing song way, then the orchestra, and this 
kept up for some time, first one taking part, then the other. 


The street was packed with people standing. I do not 
recall all that was done, but all I remember was so much repeti- 
tion, over and over. Of course if I had known Chinese it might 
not have been the same all the time. Even the orchestra seemed 
the same, just noise, but of course I do not know music. All 
sounds the same, some louder than others, some faster than 
others. 


After an hour of this they moved on to the cemetry, with 
all the noise as they travelled the road, and as they rode along, 
pieces of paper about the size and shape of an American dollar 
bill, only much thinner, were thrown from the wagon with the 
corpse, by the mourners. This paper was punctured with Chinese 
diagrams and figures and was to take the place of money to pay 
the way back. At the cemetry, the body was put down and a box 
of clothes put above the coffin and such things as he would 
need to come back were put with the clothes. 


Tom eon to, OrovViclOns Were alfo pur in, and’ then che 
earth covered over it. On top a pig was placed, but they had 
ceased putting the pig on for at night Indians would come and 

remove’ -the ‘pte. 


OF course the bodies were all taken up later and shipped 
back to China. 


As Dr. worked at the other doctor's office, he met up 
With an Englishman. , It seems to me that he first met this man 
when he went for a stroll in a nearby park. This Englishman 
Was there Aand-fainted and Dr. revived, him. 


He was what was called a remittance man. He was known 
as Lord somebody, I have forgotten his name which began with 
M. He nad at one time been quite well to do, but. lost his 
money and his folks sent him to Canada and gave him enough to 
nave ven Cents 2 day or ten cents 4a meal to live on. They did 
not want him in England. 


Those remittance men were not what one likes to think 
an Bne Pisiiman Standa ror. They object to working, as they 
are above Suc, a thing. Work. is only fom ghe under dogs., 
and they consider the common people should think themselves 
honored to have an, English Lord in their house, and should 
poard them for nothing. Ji this is not. the general. feeling .of 
those men, it was what this man stated on more than one occasion. 


The scenery in British Columbia was wonderful and I loved 
the mountains and was homesick for them many times. 


When I reached Ontario and saw everything so set, the 
fields, fenced, and all civilized, I fear if I ,.had been given 
a hundred dollais, I would have gone back to the mountains and 
LOund a place Where. there were mo rleas. 
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But they are printed on my memory and I often go out und 
see clouds banked like mountains. In Central Park we could 
see Mt. Baker jin Washington one hundred and twenty five miles 
away, Snow capped the year around. 


In British Columbia we had mountains that looked about 
four miles vaway,cbut they werés forty miles.) Then; the+tides, 
they boats, and the roughness of the scenery all attracted me. 


We had the inlet where the boats from other countries 
came to the wharf. We could look out our back window and see 
these boats, and from another window see the mountains. The 
city would have a lovely building on a lot and the next lot 
would be timber or stumps. 


Thisrmountain; across the: inlet, effected,the, winds, for 
they would swoop down and suddenly the water would be rough, 
Justvlike thet Sear: of Galiteeoswith its high hidis:. 


Onmione occasion ani dndian chief was crossing the inlet, 
in hie sail boat, with his wife and three children. The wind 
arose and suddenly caught the sail and the boat turned over. 
The old chief had on long heavy boots and a belt of cartridges 
for his gun and he went down and did not come up. His wife 
SoUloyeWam, SO fCarching one child, she tucked it under one 
arm, fand Gid rthessame for the: second,one. . The third, she 
Caughtilits iclothesiim her mouth,and strugglied,to,.keep afloat 
i. Wintel tarrs vedientl_tawasmotdongyvcoming, rbutejwad.b three 
babies were drowned. She could not keep their heads out of 
Cie Wer 622.1 1 Thies Pinenaily Waswonerof pihesdiangest held in that 
rae a ga 


The: Chinamen were very fine and we liked them... We have 
had some at our table. It was amusing to hear them say, "How 
doie Missie Howie." 


IT have often walked down through Chinatown, and the 
Chinese were through their day's work, their old clothes thrown 
off and their Chinese garments put on... Their faces were clean, 
their coats black silk lined with white silk, black silk 
trousers » a small tblack silk icap and their queues, braided 
and either hanging near the sidewalk or tucked into a pocket 
on tthetc dat. orlhey. were lay picture. 


Dr. and a friend of his ‘started out one Chinese New Year's 
day to get something in a Chinese store. The Chinese were not 
selling on New Year's day, but would give it to them, and the 
Chinese treated them to a Chinese drink. So they went to 
another store for amusement and the same thing. That night 
Dr. talked and talked and could hardly eat, he had so much to 
say. Finally I learned what had happened and found he was 
drunk on Chinese something. 


You may be interested to know how the Chinese got into 
Canada, having to pay so much a head to get in. Well, a well 
to do Chinaman will pay their way over and pay the head tax, 
and in exchange the Chinaman sells the wealthy man his soul. 
All the money he earns is turned over to the wealthy man until 
he had the debt paid and his soul released. Of course he has 
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to be fed and clothed, so the wealthy man sells him his food 
and clothes and can charge any price he chooses, depending on 
how honest he is, until the Chinaman has all paid and is free. 


White is mourning in China and no white hens are ever 
eaten by them. If a Chinaman is doing house work he will not 
prepare a white chicken for the family, so people did not raise 
white birds. 


They used»to do. a-lot.of)gardening»and grew celery. All 
their urine was saved in barrels, until the celery was ready 
for use and for sale. Then it was bleached in those barrels 
of urine, until the authorities, stepped in and stopped it. 


Their New Year celebration was very interesting. They 
would have great strings of fire crackers and these would be 
fastened out of a top window in a two, three, or four story 
house, not.one string but many of them. At, a certain time they 
would be 1it, and if you ever heard popping going on it would 
Gercnen, toresehnat fire would follow up the strings. 


When we found it was not wise to keep the children in 
British Columbia any longer, if we wanted to keep them with 
us, we decided that I would come east with them. 


To get the money to buy my ticket which was ninety dollars, 
second class, we had to sell or pawn everything we could to 
raise the money. I went to the pawn shop with my watch and 
your grandfather's watch as well as our stock of solid silver- 
wareyeand a solid gold chain I had for my watch. 


This chain was heavy and was a yard and a quarter or half 
long. These chains were worn around the neck and hung down 
to below the waist line and up to the little pocket at the 
waist line in which the watch was kept. 


I will never forget the expression on the pawn shop man's 
face when he opened your grandfathers watch and saw the en- 
graving in it. He read the engraving, looked at me, and read 
it again, then said, "I will hold this watch as long as I can 
to give you a chance to redeem it." 


It was the only thing Dr. was able to redeem. He received 
very little for his work in the doctor's office, but we were 
giladfottheata little! toydiveron,) if hes couldivonly regain his 
strength to get working for himself again. 


The night before we left, all we had in the house was 
corn meal, as we had used up all or packed it for our homeward 
‘lunch. As I was getting the meal cooked for supper, in came 
aman and his wife from Central Park to have supper with us 
before I left. I had to send Dr. to the corner store and charge 
afew things. At supper time I told them what we were going 
to have ourselves. The man said, "Why didn't you give that to 
us? We like corn meal." 


So, when people come in now, I give them what I have on 
hand. If they want a good meal, let them notify me. 
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Novesta 


I started east with the children. One less than two years 
old, the older not four years old. Jim was so sick he lay down 
on a seat, and for a day and night never sat up. 


Isecouldsnot affordsa sleeper, as I had only seventy five 
cents over my ticket, and I had to buy milk at ten cents a pint 
for the sickeson., So’ I*put one child.on) one, seat: andsone on 
the seat which I turned so the seats faced each other, and 
putting a suit case on the floor between the two seats, I sat 
on| ity) between theschildren'for fear either’ one might’ roil off 
the train seat, and this way we slept for four nights. 


Just before we reached the mountains, or while in them, 
there was a washout of the track and we were delayed several 
hoursuibefore. the trainrcouddterossaovers: Tewasevery, anxious 
for fear we would be detained and miss some of our connections, 
but the train made up time when it got going again. 


Quite a few people were on the train. One woman was accom- 
panied by two men and thirteen children. JI learned one wife 
had died and they were going back to the east. The children 
belonged to both families. The woman sat with a lunch box or 
basket by her side and seemed to be kept busy all the time, 
handing outs something to eat. to a hungry child. 


Going through the mountains, the most of them took croup 
and a man was busy with a bottle and spoon, giving them medi- 
edares. 


The next day, some of the crowd opened a window where 
thes manrhadeputi the medicine-.on) the. sidl, and the bottle. fell 
outins Sovat: the, first train stop he was out to, get; another 
bent le cfirlely, oo ibes ready] form theanight.. 


When those people first arrived on the train I was amused 
at the amount of stuff they carried. Every one, even the small 
children, was loaded down with such a variety of things. Then 
as we stopped at a station where Indians were on the platform 
selling stuff, these people were out and came back when the 
train was ready to move and they had with them a supply of 
Indian stuff such as hat racks of deer horns and a variety of 
things. I wondered how they were going to carry all the stuff 
off the train, but their lunch basket would not be as heavy 
as when they came on board. 


We, went to Fort William by train, then took the boat, as 
the ticket was cheaper going part way by boat. The ticket agent 
in Vancouver told Doctor, when he bought the ticket, we would 
have sleeping quarters and every accomodation, only on a cheaper 
scale to a first class ticket. Knowing how nice travelling 
second class was on the train, I thought we would be comfortable 
on the boat. We would have to pay for our meals as that was 
not. included dan the price of the ticket. 


po you can imaysine my feelings when I was taken below, into 
the hold of the boat, with board bunks, no mattress, no bedding, 
or anything for comrort.) Two younp, women with me and their 
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brothers were in the same kind of a place for men. 


One of the young women was a food plano player and before 
the boat got under way, and before we were sent below to our 
quarters, she spent a good deal of time at the piano in the 
first class. part of the boat, while it was taking on cargo. 
Finally a ship's officer came along and ordered all the second 
class passengers to go below. 


T had no bedding and to put a sick child on those bunks 
Just tore my heart. I’ put their ciothes from the suit case 
under them, put them in the bunk and put my coat over them. 
Then leaning my head on the side of the bunk, I prayed, I said, 
"I ask,mnothing for myself but for,.my poor “sick” child,~ Oh;-God 
take care of him." 


Then one of the young women said, "I saw a woman upstairs 
with a fur robe. I will go upstairs and ask her for it," and 
up sherwent and brought, it. down... So I put 40 under the*'chitdren 
and pug their, clothes over them. 


I was getting ready to lie down beside the children, when 
a ship's officen.came in and ordered us all wpstairs to state- 
rooms. 


bo Nappened. .betore we lett the dock, a bunch of Ttaitans 
came on board and they were sent into the room with the two 
young men who were brothers of the two young women with me. 
These young men kicked up such a fuss about being in with the 
{valiansivzand the odor,,.that .the young men were “moved to our 
quarters and we women and children got first class accomodations. 
oO My prayemoweas answered and deep gratitude filled my heart. 


As..1, was getting the robe ready to return to its owner, 
the young woman who borrowed it, asked me if I would leave it 
for her brother so they would have something to lie on. TI 
explained  ito;the .owner of .the robe and she received it the next 
morning. 


Just think of the kindness of people. This strange young 
woman and her friend who had nothing to sleep on either under 
or over,,borrowed the robe to help the children have a softer 
bed. 


The trip was a»very rough.one and in the night I awoke. 
One moment I seemed to be standing on my head, then the next 
I would.be standing on my feet. The boat was rocking so badly 
in theschoppy sea. 1 had no sense of fear. If I went down, 
so would the children. 


I was quite amused when the next morning I heard the piano 
going again and saw the second class passenger making herself 
at home. I bet the officer, who ordered us below, looked sour 
every time he saw her, for he was rone to civil the day before. 


The second day. on the boat, a matron came into my state- 
room with a bowl of broth and 1 tipped her ten cents, leavin: 
twenty five cents in my purse, dial ubout three hundred iniles 
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to “0 and having to chante Lrom boat to train and from train to 
DPaii .oeVeral tiiem. 


When the boat landed, I said to the purser, "How long before 
the Grand Trunk train leaves?" He said, "Are you going on it?" 
Esai 7 Was, onoere pradbed Alberta an his arms and a suit case 
ii Oie send, eng L- caurhnc up Jim uand a suit case and we ran. 

He called a cab ara told him to hurry, we haa five minutes, to 
Gri vo ole FO lerrcm sche’ Crain . 


We just Stepped on the Ddack “platform of the train when it 
pulied out. | never thought tiil lone afterwards that. never 
Dalia Une Cab. man, and ne Nad to “hurry, for it was a horse drawn 
Cab. Had no time “Co think Of anything but getting on the train. 


As we neared the next change, I asked the .conductor if the 
Creiiis .mede connection and Ne said they .did not bul the other 
train might be delayed, and he would try and make it. So we made 
Te oe COG ancare Wer chen conductor'S héeip. “The trains were 
side .by side. 


Then there was the connection at Stratford. . I knew this 
Grace Welt. ie WOleGtw place. bk ever changed trains... By the time- 
table, the train to Goderich was to Jeave twenty minutss before 
tie uretn | was On Was due to arrive. I -would have to ‘go two 
IMmrcreaus eeu or more from where my train stopped to the track 
the other train was on. «] did not. know how ever. 7 was going to 
manage two suit cases and two children. Jim. was able to walk 
eile, Witch Was a nein, DuL Could nou oo rast... 


Well, just as we were nedring the station, the car door 
opened and a commercial traveller walked in from the. smoker. He 
recognized me at once, I had bought many hundred dollars of 
goods from him, but that was five years or more before. He 
came to me at once and said, "Where ever did you come from?" 

I told him and he said he did not believe I could connect, then 
ooking Our the “window, as. we were Slowing to a stop, he said 
Gila wine urd) Wom SUllb way Une staclon... ne picked up “a, suit 
case of mine along with his own and we hurried out and again 
just stepped onto the train wher it moved off and we had to go 
Itt Wit tie Clad) MOV. elie “Lravel ler was nov, taking the train. 


There was still one more thing. Would my brother be at 
the station? JT had sent them word when I expected to arrive, but 
had they gone to the post office, two miles from home, in the 
Dusy, Seeding time on the ‘Tlarm? “I was to, arrive in Clinton at 
Cen UO Clock ay Jen. 


The station was a mile from a decent hotel and no bus to 
mee. *the’ train at thts Nour or .the’ Tight, and you car only 
imagine my relief when we stopped, to see my brother on the 
platform. 


My trip was over and what a trip, seven days and six nights 
travelting.”’ Could “anyone ever doubt there was’ a divine provi- 
dence, after that journey. 


I went to my father's and Jim could nelther walk or talk 
eet 
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when we reached there. He spent some time in bed or on a couch 
and gradually beran to Improve. As his speech beyvan to come 
back he had great difficulty with some words, especially words 
beginning with K, and from that time on, stuttered more or less. 


We happened to come home at a very good time. My sister 
Susie had not been well, and Mother tried to save her as much 
as she could, and the well had needed cleaning out. It was 
just“a shallow well’, only etenteen feet deep, but a spring ran 
into it at that depth, and we had a good supply of water, but 
for “some reason or other it was not just right for drinking. 


So fora few weeks the, drinking water had been carried 
from -a *netizhbors well, across the road from our house, a dis- 
tance of two or three blocks. Mother, a woman,past sixty years 
Of ape, “icine ‘carrying “ot “tne ‘water, The wen had been .too 
Duss eerie iy Une crops. co tix the well vn i the day 1 
arrived. “We had a’ small well at the barn, but that was not 
eonsidered fit. for drinking’. 


By the™vime Tf varrived, the well was itn veood shape .again, 
and "white = was* putting the’ children to bed, upstairs in my 
Ciwrwor., MOtner @alimorrt her chair in the kitchen, in a faint. 
one seemed to have carried on as long as she .could and when 
relief came, both in an extra worker. and the well in shape,. she 
co Mapser. 


So it was up to me to step in and take.the burden of work 
off the’ women's shoulders. I did step in and I have felt that 
I repaid them for the many meals we had at home the months we 
were there,” or’ at least a good share was repaid. 


tne months T° was. there were. very hard on me... JI.had so 
little’ money as Doctor could only send me a few dollars. from 
time’ to time. The children grew. better but. no prospect,of 
Doctor getting enough ahead to come home and start up in prac- 
Pice, once twas wery Senoati ve 200uL, having vo. stay.ar,nome, 
even it~ i was working” Dard...) 1 would, hear things from, other 
people, tor instance [went into the’ Post Office one day and 
when’ i came* out’ I” stood on the platform a minute or two and heard 
someone inside, who must have thought I was gone say, "Well 
iL @ueéss Sarah Acheson did nov. get much even.if she did marry 
a doctor.” 


oreo teoolit el Nageever Nieh Narred ony one, but. 
Suppose’ they expectea mé.to Sail right ahead Tinancially.....The 
public-1ittle knows how much a doctor does for nothing, never 
expecting to get anything, and the townships or towns, did not 
pay  bilise for” tne_poor paticnts, as “Lhey do today, if.asked,.nor 
do they know of the money a doctor never gets from people who 
should pay. 


iL *remained at home untilwthe children. .were well again and 
busIG ana MOuher were in food Condition, then we went to Doctor's 
father's home in Hanover, where he was stationed, preaching. 

Alberta was very fond ol. pie, and .so.was her srandtather. 
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She always sat next to him, and always received a very gener- 
ous helping of pie, despite my protests, I would hear, "The 
paste is not rich and it will do her no harm." 


One day she and Jim were playing in the wood shed and 
Tulu and I were sitting within hearing distance. They were 
getting quite quarrelsome so I warned them to be companionable 
or they would likely end up with a whipping. Lulu said, "Now 
Sarah you would not whip those small children. I do not approve 
of punishment." They kept on and finally I went to them, gave 
each a little warming, and went back to my place. They immediately 
calmed down and were as good as good could be. Lulu said, "Well, 
this is once I change my mind. That punishment certainly has 
improved those children." 


We also visited my sister Mary and her husband Dan Calbick 
in Woodstock, and while we were there Will Howell and his wife 
Vibe ais, toy part Ol ad Gay, On treir way Vornarover. 


Doctor's Tathner was attending some meeting near us and came 
PO NvVenoOme CTO. Visit Us. . OD leaving he pu iive’ dolilars~ tnmy 
hand and then sent enough money to British Columbia to bring Dr. 
home. 


I do not remember what month he came to see me and the 
children on his way from British Columbia, but he came before he 
went to his father's home.” On arriving’ there, his father fitted 
him out with new clothes and gave him one hundred dollars to 
start him out again. 


He went to Detroit and learned that a Dr. Foote, in Novésta, 
wanted to leave there. ~ Dr. went to see him and arranged to take 
OWer sis. oractice... | do mot know if he paid anything outside of 
a note a farmer held against Dr. Foote that had to be taken care 
of. So some arrangement was made that Dr. Howell would pay the 
note and the horse and buggy and drugs became his. There was 
Cee teLUli Ure. StrEe iO riCil, aid Ur. Howe ld DOUsIL, Loy but 
he could not have paid much for it, for’ he had money enough to 
send for me and feed us for some ‘time’, together with what’ he 
POOR toi is WOK 


So J was sent for and again moved back to Michigan to begin 
housekeeping with my husband and two children. 


Novesta was a very small place, but I believe it is smaller 
today. We had a good store, a blacksmith shop, a church, and 
about six houses in all, not counting farm homes near by. 


The house we lived in was quite close to the road, indeed 
it had been a barn, or at least that is what we were told, but 
I have always thought it had been a barn and horse stable com- 
bined. You know, one of those buildings where the hay is stored 
upstairs, the buggy and wagon below, and behind the buggy part 
was the horse part. But wnatever it had been, it was a dwelling 
place now. 


An outside stairway went up to the upstairs part, and there 
Dr. kept his medicines. The other doctor had used it for his 


-~146- 


erow yort eorista lb 

yi a ed of mons 
btsa whut -aniaqd 

svorgas vy ake ob £ compte 


¥>>™ 


eat yintsesiso Ronse 
— 


yotdind nad briadesd Ted bas 
eitw etri bos {fewoh Lftw 
.Tavornch of yaw at 


ems bas ev usen guitveem emoe aatbnet?s 28W “headat arae 
ym af exsilob ev rt tuq oc gariv es 3 oe yt 1¢ 
a anind od stdmmlod dets tm oF ut a asieae ne " a 


ait Bas sm ¢o8 oc smso Of Admom Isdw_% is al 
oi etoted emso sd tid .stdmulod Hafsind he yaw 0 ; 
bedtit tedtel etd ,eterit anivitds 00) =. omen adh? eld 


od avellob hetbawd eno mid eyez bas ea“! wlage 900. mis 


&. 
.atedvolt nt soo! «10 p teddy Bamasel ons hog a od aiow tae 
eisi of PoRaeTss prs mic soa oF Drisw .1d =. 


410 sbhletyo gatddyns bteq od Bh worn Jon ob rf -naohvong 8 
e130 netad ed ot Ded tert etooH .1d seaisgs bled memes. 
ei? «sq biwow flewoH .2d Jedd ebam saw Jigs 
eew orefk «etd omtsosd aguth bus ys3ld bas seto: 
gud .42 Jetanwod LLewoH .1 BAB {om gon Jud oa 
og datos yorom Bai of tol ie: 401 dovm Bisg 2 
oi Jar cidtw werttegod vom bt alice sol au beel 


* 


ntyed of neg teso it ot xosd bsvem afegs bas 10% toee 2 ae a) 
.fterbitds ows bre brisdevga “an note Fatt te 


soffame at 3t svetied I gud seat i{sme 
bas ,foauiio 8 .@ofe 1g : & ,91038 
yd 1861 eomod aie? gotdiwes Jon .ff 

bosbalt .bsox ads of ozofo SF 


sud bios 919Ww ow dariw et 
-moo of{ds2e verta bas atrsd & 


tIteq yaRud ait bated owe Bad Led no 
youlifewb s asw Jt ,ased a 


sted bas ,dqsq e1lstequ 
etd sot tt hoew Sorta 


office. Downstairs there was @ room about twelve by fourteen 
feet and off this room was a bedroom which would be ahout eight 
by twelve. Behind the living room and bedroom was a room that 
extended the full width of the two rooms and was about nine feet 
GEeeD . 


In the front room was an outside door and a window and a 
half, the other half being in the bedroom. The room behind had 
one window and a door leading out doors. We had no water of any 
kind. We had to catch rain water in a barrel and for drinking 
water we went across the road where there was a well but no 
dwelling house. 


The partitions, in the house were made of studding as is 
tne. usual ching for dividing rooms, but in place of lath and 
plaster therGewasiajusti bwilding ppaper. ,~In playing, the children 
would ean up against the wall, if. they leaned.against a studding 
all right, but if they leaned between studding, they. found. them-~ 
selves in the other room. They had fallen through the building 
paper Trobubitheyrweredcarefulisr Dekept,.nailing pieces,of. board 
from wooden boxes on the walls which made the walls more secure 
for them. 


The place was very cold. It was in this house that Alberta 
asked me torput on a fire, when there was already a good fire 
in the stove, but she vowed it was dead out. 


AE nignG.1n the Winter tame, I. kept the eatables on a 
~couch with a fur robe over them, and if.Dr. was out I sat up 
and keptithe fireton until he returned... Many.a time I.got up 
to featethetchildren'ssearsdand nosesrtousece.3jf they were frozen. 


The’ bed.the children slept on was made of two by four studs, 
and a stud down the middle to keep them from quarreling at night 
or shovinglea@¢h othernout) of) bedsorThese studs were.covered, with 
white duck and with a couple of good quilts under and over them 
they slept very well. The quilts were heavy and large enough 
to double under them. | I alwayst had pienty. of bedding... The bed 
wes four or five feet long and higher at the head than foot. 

This was so they would not need pillows. 


For our! beds, weihad avstraw.mattress,,.no.springs, just slats. 
Then there was a sheet iron stove, a couch, a table and a few 
chairs, a rocker, cook stove, and a kitchen table. These made 
up the furniture of the house. 


We had no clock and had to guess the time for meals and 
everything else, as your grandfather's watch, which he had re- 
deemed, would not go, and he had been unable to redeem mine. 

5O witemel thought at) was time, cl iput, the..children to.bed and 

went ourselves by guess. The church bell helped us on Sunday. 
After we got a ‘clock, I learned the children often went to bed by 
six, citelodk. 


This clock we received was a Christmas gift from Father 
Howell and?hegier tithe maniin the,shop.to parcel it and mail or 
express it to us. When it came, it had been wrapped in tissue 
paper and put in a paste board box, and when we got it the plass 
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was broken, but it would run and served the purpose very well 
until we were able to pet a glass put on it. 


As I have stated, the house was cold. How could it be 
otherwise without plaster on the walls. Just building paper 
I had brought some fruit with me, from home, and I put it up- 
stairs. When I wanted a can of fruit, I would go upstairs 
pickup the.frubt, brush;eff-.the Ghag6 which would be proken, 
the fruit frozen solid, and bring the fruit down to thaw out. 


Ore day I happened to say to a patient, that had come in, 
that we had escaped having a cold all winter, none of us had 
had a cold. The man said, "How could you contract a cold when 
there is no difference in the atmosphere indoors or out of doors" 
So there is some advantage in living in such houses. 


After we had been in Novesta a few weeks, Dr. thought if 
we moved to Deford we might get a better place to live in. We 
were four miles from Deford where there were twenty five or more 
houses and no doctor. .While.in Novesta,; we were four miles 
from Shabbona and a doctor was located there. Deford was seven 
miles from the nearest doctor. Then Deford had more business 
places and the railroad passed through so it had a station. ‘Two 
trains came from each direction every day. 


In Deford, the parsonage was empty, and Dr. decided to 
think over moving to Deford, for things hismbeiset good, or at least 
better, than where. we, were. 


We drove back to Novesta after looking over Deford, and Dr. 
decided. to stay where we were for a while. He said he was doing 
the Deford work now and if he left Novesta, the Novesta people 
would be sore and not employ him. The outcome was, we remained 
in Novesta. 


L was. sitting.on the door step,when: Drie told meshis decision 
cL eeids ult 18. 2S. you say. .,out.Oh othetisinkinem oftmy heart as 
1 thoyent.,of siving.up,a.decent house .i4Dr. saddjo"\l know it is 
hard on you, but I think it is best to remain". And we did. 


While we were in.Novesta, Jim's Sunday School teacher died 
ana Der class wes asked Loecsatydaneathenfromtyattche.fumeral. I 
attended the funeral and Alberta sat with me, and when the people 
went.lorward. to, look at the corpse, 1 kept my seat. So many 
began to weep as they viewed the remains and Alberta said, "What 
happens when they go up there? Do they take sick?" 


In one of the homes in this burg was a young woman who began 
to act queer. Doctor was called in to see her and the merchant 
went with him. The merchant sat on a chair and was smoking a 
Cipcie. Lice Oune woran sau ii a rocking chair facing him and 
some Little piece apart. As she rocked back and forth, she 
hitched her chaiv.a,littleeschoser to himy weinally awhermpshe drew 
near to him, she rocked back, hoisted her foot, and kicked the 
cigar from his mouth. Doctor laughed over this many times. 


One day in the fall, a horse and bumpy (what is called a 
democrat) drove up to the door, with three men on the seat, and 
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two standing behind. One man was hurt, he had caught his hand 
in a corn shredder and it had drawn the arm in and mangled it 
past the elbow. He stood up to get out of the buggy and the 
sheet that was wrapped around him fell off. In all my years of 
working in the office, when Dr. needed me, I never saw such @a 
sight. All the skin and bone were gone but the muscles were 
hanging and dripping blood. The men had tied the arm tight so 
the artery was shut off. They had come in four or five miles, 
and Dr. had to send to Shabbona for another doctor to come and 
help him. When he came I chloroformed the man while the two 
doctors took off the arm above where it was lacerated. 


Alberta and Jim kept passing in and out of the room and at 
times would stand for a while and watch proceedings, while the 
men who came with the man would come in for a look. They would 
stand a moment or two then turn and go out and when they got up 
nerve again would return. After going out a couple times and 
returning, I heard one man say to the others, "Just look at that 
woman. It does not seem to effect her. How does she stand it?" 
And out they went again to get a breath of fresh air. When the job 
was done I.made him a strong cup of_tea and they started for his 
home, near Shabbona, where the other doctor lived, and he did 
the daily dressing of the arm. Before he left I heard Dr. Howell 
say, "Now I want you to keep out of doors as much as possible, 
and every day." He got well. 


A-few years ago, one: of our friends had a similar accident. 
He was rushed to Bad Axe Hospital and was there over a month. 
In those days, when we were in Novesta, we had no hospital closer 
than Detroit or Saginaw. We had no nurses. 


shortly after the arm accident, in Novesta, another accident 
took place six miles south. A man was in a field on his farm, 
with a gun, hunting. In getting through a fence, the gun went 
off and shot him in the leg. Doctor happened to be visiting a 
patient in the neighborhood and they got him at once. He sent 
Comme rleccesroOr axscoctor “osne!puhim cut. of f the. lez at the knee. 
Dian had Co e060, Lor days tordress this man's limb, and took me 
along until a member of the family had the courage to help him. 


We had a family near Novesta who were very shiftless, at 
least the man was. She was a short woman and very stout. We 
COOK Our milk Crom them, having to walk a quarter of a mile from 
our house for the milk. 


On going there one day, and on entering the house, I was 
surprised to find a stick of wood about five feet or more long 
in the stove, that is, one end was in the stove and the other 
end was on achair. As the end in the stove burned, it was 
Shoved farther in. This saved the man the trouble of cutting 
the wood into stove length. 


The man used to drink a good deal but they went to a camp 
meeting and he was converted. So he stopped drinking and began 
having family worship. One night, when praying, he asked for 
a sack of flour, as their flour was about used up, and before 
retiring, put the empty sack out doors, to make it convenient 
for the Lord to fill it. Well, morning came, but the sack was 
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still empty, so he. had to take some wheat to the mill and have 
some flour ground from the wheat. 


A.cOUupIe Of vears later ad cyc kone passed ‘over this’ section 
of the country and their house was blown away. The man and his 
wife went out doors when they saw the storm coming. He was 
1lifved.and let down about fifty feet away. She lay down, and 
when .the .storm was over, two large sills from a barn half a mile 
or .more away, lay by her; one ‘on each side and she was ‘not injured, 
though the silis were less than a foot from her. 


The station agent in Deford began trying to persuade “Doctor 
%O 20 40 4erGrd, and tittaliy told him, if ne did’ not"'go Shere, 
they would advertise for a doctor to locate there. “So we went 
There; 


We had been nearly a year in Novesta, when Doctor's father 
passed away. So Doctor went to Belleville where the body was 
taken for burial and the service was held-in the same church 
where he had been ordained forty years before: 


woe morning LOCLOn tell, =@L COlG- jim Nts “rather “wad Score Sto 
Belleville because his father had died. Jim said, "Then Grandpa 
has gone to Heaven". I said, "Of course he has". Then he began 
to laugh and how he laughed, four years old and laughing over 
his grandfather going to Heaven. So I asked why he laughed and 
he said, "Just think, Grandpa will see all the babies before 
they come to earth." 


We had been a little over a year in Novesta and had become 
acauainted with the.people around that part of the country and 
they.stayed with.Dr. if anyone needed a’doctor, after we moved 
LoOabefoud . 
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Deford 


When we spoke of going to Deford, the year before, the 
parsonage was empty, but a minister had come there, so that 
building was closed to us. The only place we could find to 
live in was rooms over a store, with an outside stairway. 


All water and wood had to be carried up stairs, and waste 
stuff such as ashes etc. were carried down. We had four rooms 
here, all plastered and papered, but no water, no sink, no 
closets, no cupboards or anything convenient. 


We arrived with our household belongings and furniture on 
a Saturday afternoon. On Sunday morning I picked up some gar- 
ments from the floor and found bed bugs crawling on them. 
Doctor) spoke to the owner of the store, and he arranged to have 
the health office, a farmer, come and fumigate the place. 


We went to church for service and I sat in agony all the 
time for fear a bug would be seen, crawling on me or one of the 
children. In my home a bed bug was a disgrace to the person 
it was on. In British Columbia, it was a common thing to see 
people, on the tram, with bed bugs on their clothes, but.we were 
not there now. 


From where I sat, my attention was drawn to a woman who 
sat athittie ahead of me’ anda -little*to one side. As I looked 
at her I thought it would have been impossible for the.creator 
to produce a homlier face on a human being. Later on when I 
began to know her, I never noticed her face, for she was such 
. @ lovely character her features were lost to view. 


Dectomused co, call herfa ‘dtamond in ‘the rough. (tf will 
speak of her several times in this chapter, as we became great 
friends. We, as well as the whole village, called her Aunt 
Minerva, and her husband Uncle Joe. He had been in the civil 
war and was lame from having been shot in the knee. 


We lived in these rooms over the store for about 4 year 
and it was while we lived here that the children contracted 
their first of children's diseases and this was whooping cough. 
Alberta began coughing, then Jim began to cough. There were 
no serums in those days to lighten the cough, or to save them 
from contracting it. So we just had to let it run its course. 


One of my kettles had a hole in it. The one I used for 
cooking my potatoes, so I used a small tin pail with a 11d on 
it thathshuteon tight. » The kind molasses is put in. I, was using 
this pail until I could get my kettle mended or purchase a new 
one. Deford did not have any in the stores. 


I wanted to see if the potatoes were cooked, and so [I 
pried up the lid and just as soon as the lid was loosened, the 
steam blew it up and the water gushed up like a geyser. Some 
of therwater struck©the*ceiling”™ and some~of it struck me in.the 
forehead, as I was leaning foreward. 


I put up my hand to forehead and the skin peeled off. Having 
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novVveaseline Vin atheidvaresticives; LDowent. Alperta rto.Mr. Croup's 
store for some. — sent a note statins whut: I wanted jt for. 
Mrs. Croup came over to see me. I bandased my head to keep 
the air from the *sealded forehead, the pain was very severe. 


In a few minutes Doctor came in and seeing, me bandaged, 
asked what the trouble was. JI raised the bandage and grimaced 
with pain as the air effected the sore. He stood a moment 
looking at me and finally said, "Well, now would you like to 
spend a while in Hell." Mrs. Croup was shocked at such a 
remark, but he said it just to shock her. 


A few days before this scalding of my forehead happened, 
T had chloroformed a man while Doctor removed a finger. Dr. 
had been going daily to see this man and dress the hand. He 
lived a mile and a half from town. The day after I was scalded 
héecdid*nothgetttoethis patientsphouse|until: after, dark., On 
coming out-of the house he stepped off therveranda a little too 
far to one side, thus missing the steps and fell, striking his 
side on the steps and breaking two or three ribs. 


He drove home and painfully came up the steps to ask me 
cLoeecenownaandhunharnessighe horse wad didesogand fixed,it for 
the night then came back, helped him take off his clothes and 
strapped him up with adhesive tape. 


Hor dayeuyr leohadeto harhéesse thexhorserandehiteh itate.the 
bugeyewhi lét Drasmanageds topdrive! itawithone;hand..,On.his 
return,°I would again, look after, the horse.» After. a couple or 
three. weeks he was able to care for his horse again himself. 


We had taken ina quarter of beef, on account, and I told 
a poor woman, if she came up, I would give her a piece of it. 
The weather was cold, . and the meat, in large chunks, was frozen. 
I began cutting a piece off with a knife and it was slow work. 


She stepped: outson the» stair, landing, picked up the axe 
we kept there, came in’with it, and putting the meat.on a chair, 
she raised the axe and brought it down on the meat. She suc- 
ceeded in smashing the chair in two pieces, but the meat was 
not severed. 


She immediately placed the meat on another chair and was 
about to strike it again, but I halted her and taking the axe 
from her, I went to the stair landing where some wood was piled. 
Takiigigjia eiockst Tuplaced wheimeat,on dtpand,cutit. myself, but not 
before the people in the store below called up to know what was 
gBoing on over their heads. I never offered her frozen meat 
again, unless I cut» it. myself and took it to her. 


We were upstairs over this store about a year, when a 
family, who were living in a white cottage on a little rise of 
ground, left town and we had a chance of getting it to rent. I was 
very surprised to find how hard life was living up stairs, having 
to carry all water up stairs as well as wood and other things, 
and how hard wash days were, taking up water and wet clothes 
down. 


While we were living; upstairs over the store, I had been in 
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Uncle Joe's house at different times and the front room had a 
dark wall paper. A blue with green leaves on it, while the car- 
pet was another color and the couch still a different color. I 
always thought that room the most unpleasant room I had ever 
been in. 


When we rented the cottage, we did so without ever being 
inside the building and when I went in to clean it up, you can 
imagine my horror to find the hideous blue and green wall paper 
on the wall, the same as at Joe Lewis!', and our carpet was a 
woolen ingrain with shades of brown or deep red and cream and 
our couch harmonized with our carpet, but not with the wall paper. 


I did not feel we could repaper the walls nor had we the 
money to buy a new carpet. I had read in the Ladies Home Journal 
a short time before that denim was being used for floor covering. 
So I went to the store and bought up a bolt of blue denim, which 
was used so much to make work pants for men. I spread it on the 
floor, the wrong side up, and was surprised and pleased to see 
how nicely it blended with the wall paper. So I bought enough 
for the floor, the couch, and drapes for the two windows, and 
used the wrong side of the material uppermost. The wrong side 
was lighter than the right side, which was quite dark. We had 
a room pleasant to be in and the entire cost was only three 
dotiars* 


So many of our callers would remark about the room and more 
than one said it was the most restful room they had ever been 
- in, and asked what made the room so pleasant. There is nothing 
expensive, I would say, it is because everything harmonizes. 
The windows, of course, had white lace curtains on them, the 
drapes were at the side of the windows. 


Then the denim was so easy to sweep, and being over the 
old carpet, was easy to tread on. 


In this house, we had a front room with bedroom, then 
dining room and kitchen and two bed rooms were off each of them, 
one off each room. In front of the dining room, was a nice 
veranda. The veranda was even with the wall of the living room, 
so "a'door opened’ into the ‘living vroom, andvone Anto othe: dining 
room Dector used "the living -roomefor his yoffice rand any sextra 
patients coming to the office were taken into the dining room. 


We began raising chickens, while in this house. We bought 
an incubator and hatched and raised over four hundred chickens 
in‘s‘e"sumnmeP vei talsotexperimented Im fattening ‘chickens. I had 
Co keepicicose to the house, tending the office, answering the 
phone, and looking after Doctor's work and I had to have some- 
thing outside to give me fresh air. As the land our house was 
on was just sand, we did not have a garden. We had to carry our 
drinking water half a block, but we had a soft water cistern. 


We were pretty well crowded in this house, but the children 
being small helped out as they slept in one room for a while, 


then we fixed up the other room... The drugs had to be kept in my 
shelves and anywhere we could store those that would not go into 
the shelves. Then having no clothes closets, boxes were stored 
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under the beds and where ever we could store them. 


We had a nice stable and barn combined on this place and 
a chicken house as well as a root house. Having no cellar, 
this root house was good to hold our vegetables and other things. 


We kept, in our drugs, a small pill called Corrective 
Infants, which were first made by Dr. Ives of Detroit. They 
were very good for children. After I began raising chickens, 
some of them took sick and I fed them some of Dr. Ives! pills, 
and when Dr. was in Detroit on one occasion, he told Dr. Ives 
what I was doing with his pills. He laughed and said, "Another 
use for those fine pills." So they were good for chickens as 
well as for children. 


In Deford, we had some characters, as every town had. One 
man was a good, honest, hard working farmer. He was helping 
erect a barn and one beam extended out too far and he climbed 
up to cut it off, and stood on the end of the beam that was being 
cut off. The other men watched him for awhile, and called to 
him-to-stand on the tother part of the beam, before he had cut if 
Obf. 


On another occasion, he was trimming a log with some men 
and he got too near the man in front of him. He brought down 
his. axe,' cutting. the man's: hip.erand: he: set) off. on the: run to 
town for the doctor. Passing a house, the man saw him running 
so hard, and called to him asking what was the hurry. Mr. Bruce 
called back, "I am after the doctor." The man said, "I will 
give you a horse to ride," and Mr. Bruce answered, "I am in a 
hurry, I've no time to take a horse." 


We had another family named Whithey. One time five in the 
family were down with typhoid fever at the same time. 


On ione occasion, we had a good revival in the church, and 
a number of young people joined the church. I said to the 
preacher, "Now it will be up to the church to put on something 
interesting for the new members, such as Epworth League, ball 
games, and such things." He said, "We have our church service 
and our prayer meeting for them." I answered, "You have always 
had them but it will not hold them. They need more. Services 
and prayer meetings are needed, but young people want fun as 
well as church going. 


I still think, by having the young people having a good 
time through the week, we would have more out to church. 


While we were in this cottage in Deford, we had a eyclone 
pass over. Doctor was standing at the door looking at a storm 
coming up. He came to the kitchen, where I was washing dishes, 
and said, "If you have a fire in the stove, I think it would be 
as well to let dteconous. Therevtis aibad stormecoming. T 
went to the door to see and sure enough, that funnel from the 
cloud was waving back and forth. I went back to the kitchen, 
took the lid off the stove, and emptied my dish water into the 
stove to put it out. I had bread in the oven, but that cloud 
settled me that there was danger. We were now ready to so to 
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the out door root house. 


We could see what we thought was hundreds of leaves flying 
in the air, which afterwards turned out to be branches and 
boards from wrecked buildings. After we had closed the house 
door and started for the out door cellar, we saw this funnel 
curl itself up and join the dark cloud above as we stood and 
watched. No more branches or boards were being blown through 
the air and the cloud with its noise passed over Deford without 
any damage being done to the town. 


But a short distance beyond the town, the funnel dropped 
again. In about half an hour, a horse and buggy came in as 
Tast. ae they could... The horse. was, covered. with..eweat.,r Zhe 
driver called out, "The whole place is blown away. Come out 
and see who is hurt." Doctor soon harnessed the horse and drove 
out to,.see if anyone was injured. Fortunately the only.one in- 
jured was a man that suffered a broken collar bone. 


The funnel had dropped, as I stated, and whirling had 
cleared, both sides.of the.road.of.everything. . Big barns, houses, 
orchards, fences, machinery, and school houses, all were carried 
1nvbo. tne gis 4 COM. tO wiecess,andsdropped. add,.overm the: fiedds. 


One farmer looked out and seeing the storm coming, called 
to the family to get into the basement or cellar. As they got 
down and looked up, the house was gone and they looked up at 
the. sky instead of the house, floor....Even the hens,.lost their 
- feathers, at some farm homes. 


For a mile.or more, everything was cleaned out, then it 
passed. a littie.to the south, and, the. houses and» barns escaped, 
and a path was torn through the woods, Such strange things 
were, done..,A board was driven with. such.force, it went. partly 
through, a.tree. Even straws, were.driven,,into. trees, bythe 
force,of,the wind. A farmer.lost.a.feather bed,.it.,.was found 
ten miles away. The farmers in the neighborhood gathered to- 
gether and walked abrest through the fields, gathering up boards, 
before they could go on the land again. 


Iwill never, forget. the roar of those clouds. You often 
see clouds scudding across the sky with the wind, but with the 
cyclone, _they.seem,to,.roll,.then when-the funnel.shaped cloud 
drops, the damage is done. , 


This storm must have scared Jim for after this when a 
storm.came up, he would just tremble with fear and I would go 
to his bed, if it was night, .and lie down with him. In this 
house we were all downstairs, but.in the next house, the up- 
stairs where the children slept had only building paper instead 
oC ._plastéer oniit and.when a,storm.came up, 1. brought. both;,the 
children downstairs. Dr. objected, but I. explained that if the 
house was struck the paper would catch fire, and we would never 
get them.out. After I told him this, he helped me get them down. 
What a lot of things you have to think up to have your own way 
without causing unpleasantness or annoyance. 


While in this white cottage, your grandfather played an 
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awful trick on me. Before telling what it was I will first explain 
why he played it. 


T had been brought up in a home where we often had to use 
something else if the needed thing was not there. For instance; 
if we needed a string, and could not get it at once, a few blades 
of grass or straw run between the lips with a little spittle to 
make it pliable, and we were all set. I never saw my father 
stuck. My brother, one sister, Susie, and myself had inherited 
Some Of this erro’ rrom’ my taunier ; 


Your grandfather was brought up in a different kind of home. 
Lf. ne wanted “a string’. it had to’be ‘a“string’. © After we were 
married, and he needed something that was not around, I would 
find a substitute. After this happened a number of times, he 
said, one day, "I am going to get you cornered so you can't get 
out. You have never yet, but the day will come when I will 
catch you." 


So this day, a farmer called me up and said he had bought 
an incubator, and asked if he came in for me}; would *L' gocout 'to 
his place, a mile and a half away, and show him how to test eggs. 
I said I would go out with him and he came about two o'clock 
with horse and buggy. While’ I was there,’ a thunder storm came up and 
he turned off the telephone, as was the custom at that time. 


We tested the ‘egos’; Vand@-arter- the stormwas over; heedrove 
me back to town, but he had not turned on the telephone, when 
“the storm ceased. 


Your grandfather met me and seemed quite annoyed, wanted to 
know why I was so long and told me he had been trying to get me 
bly oie, prone, chen cola*me*yY wasvin-avnice! predicament. That 
Dr. Truesdale, from Shabbona and his wife had driven over, the 
doctor had taken the train and his wife was going to stay with 
us all night and at present was down at the store doing some 
shopping. And, he continued,"there is nothing in the house to 
eat. I have been through it and there is nothing. So I went 
over to the preachers and invited the preacher,—his wife, her 
mother and sister over for supper. Now see if you can get out 
of this mess. I have a good fire on for you." 


There was no meat market in the town and bread was not sold 
in the town. We brought our meat from a wagon and as we had no 
ice to keep it from spoiing, we had to buy in small amounts. 


I stated we had early chickens and they were a good size, 
so I took a handfull of grain and went into the yard. I threw 
it on the ground and as the hens ran to me for it, I snatched 
what chickens I needed, cut off their heads, and in plucking 
them, I tore the skin and feathers off as you would a rabbit. 


cane GO Gie mouse, Iintened dressing them, cut them up, 
and put them in two frying pans to fry. Then taking some potatoes, 
I peeled them, cut them into small pieces, and put them on to 
boil, extended the table and partly set it. Then I took some flour 
and made a batch of biscuits, the oven was hot and I put them in, 
and finished the table, tending, the chicken in the meantime. 
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At six’ thirty, just one hour’ Grom ‘the time I reached home, 
T sat them down to fried chicken, mashed potatoes, hot biscuits 
and honey with other necessary things such as pickles, tea etc., 
and how they enjoyed that meal and what praise was showered on 
me. 


When the people had left and Mrs. Truesdale was in bed, 
Doctor ‘said, "Well; “I didn't do it)° You got yourself out of 
that corer. I thought I had you this time but you did it won- 
derfully." After this he gave up and never tried again to catch 
me. 


The hens we kept were of a good breed and a farmer, about 
half mile away, asked me if I would trade one of my roosters for 
two of his, which were about the same size, they were all large 
birds." “So-I traded-and T was’ to-Leave'the roosters at hisuphace 
until Tl wantéd~to. eat them’ 


So on Thanksgiving morning, I sent Doctor after one of the 
birds... He walked there as he could do it in about the same time 
it would’ take to*harness and* hitch up the’ horse. He was nearly 
home when he met Aunt Minerva, and as they met, she reached out 
and plucked’ the* live*bird from under’ Doctor's arm and,walked on, 
then laughing turned’; as of course’ Doctor had stopped in some 
surprise. Then she said, "Doc I need this chicken more than 
you do." Then she told him that the preacher, his wife, and 
brother-in-law, a young boy, had arrived in town and had been 
sent’ to her’ place. <As- she had: not. expected company and no meat 
market or baked goods in town, it put a person in an awkward 
position, she then said, "I will tell you what you do. Take this 
bird home’ and” let Mrs. Howell cook "it~ and you all come, over and 
have dinner with us." So it was arranged and he came home with 
the pird anwv orders for aily'ito @elvo Lewils'’.for dismem 


1 senv Alberta ‘over to Help Mrs Lewis and etold! hersito tell 
Mrs. Lewis that I would cook the chicken and the potatoes, make 
a couple Or pies ‘and*a* pan oPhot. biscults.teMrs. Lewis killed 
one of their own chickens and at twelve o'clock we took our food 
over and had ‘a -good time. 


Cmristias Season was drawing near and I sent an invitation 
to Shabbona’ for the doctor and his wife to come and have Christmas 
dinnar with us, but they had promised to go elsewhere. Then I 
sent to Kingston for Dr. and Mrs. Bates, but they had planned to 
go to Canada, so’ we were left without anyone to come for dinner 
anu, we *received noe Pivitationm. 


Then one day I was talking to Aunt Minerva and she said 
they were ‘poling to be'talone’ for Christmas So 2. suggested to 
Doctor, we invite them over. He said, "All right". I then 
learned the preacher's family was going to be alone, and again 
I suggested to Doctor that we invite them in and received the 
same. response; “inenAl heard of horhners : 


so I made a suggestion to Doctor that we invite all the 
people of the villaze who were not going away or having, company. 
Dr. said, "It is up to you. If you think you can manage it." 
Sor cleared the bed out of the bed room off the kitchen and sat 
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a table in’ there for the children, our own and some of the 
guests. Borrowed a table from the church, which was just a 
block from our house. I bought a couple of geese, killed two 
chickens, and got a piece of pork. Had all the Christmas frills 
to eat as well as English plum pudding, and fed twenty eight 
besides our own family. 


The day before I said to Doctor, "I wish tomorrow was over." 
He said, "So do I. It is just a case of feeding the animals, 
but there will be no pleasure for us." 


Christmas day came, the noon hour came, and our guests began 
to arrive, and from the time, the first one. came through the door 
until the last one passed out,.it was the merriest most cheerful 
happy <roup T ever’ was in, ‘and all felt it, even Doctor and myself. 
I could not have believed a mixed crowd could have as good a time 
and how they did eat. When they began to get ready to leave, 
nearly three o'clock, the hotel woman said, "I want every one 
to come to my place for an oyster supper", and we were all there. 


The-hotel man and his wife were on the verge of separating 
but we heard no more of it. Whether the spirit of the, day helped 
CO so0cne= their troubled minds. or nob. do not. know, bub this J 
aqe-Know. ~No- one could ever narbor, unkind Teclings dn.that group, 
that day. 


i -was-whiie we lived in the white cottage, a. farmer.drove 
to'town with’ a ioad of melons, not a wagon load, but.a.lot of 
melons. He brought them in to sell. He owed Doctor quite .a.good 
sized bill and was a poor man. Dr. saw him down the street and 
asked Him how he was selling the melons. He said they were not 
setllineewelt and -he~had™ hoped” to pay the bill he owed Doctor. 

So Dr. said, "Drive up to the house and unload them and I will 
give you a receipt in full." Well, believe me, we had melons. 
Wewpus them in the outdoor” cellar and, shared, them.with.,the.neigh- 
bors, and anyone to the office and did not have any of their own. 
So we used them up and not one of them rotted. 


The next year the farmer paid us with potatoes and after 
thatv had money to pay his doctor bills. 


The children seemed to come down with every disease, that 
came into the neighborhood, that was contageous. A young man 
from Novesta had come in on the train and, not feeling well, 
waited in the store and post office until his people came for 
him. The children from school all went in for their mail, and 
being cold weather, huddled around the stove where the young. 
man sat. The next day the young man broke out with measles and 
in about two weeks our town was well peppered with measles, SO 
the school closed. 


Ted ‘sucha Tou of people “in this Nouse.,. Doctor,.would.,be 
late for meals and extra meals had to be prepared. I have had 
to set six meals a day lots of times. Then people would drive in 
from the country four, six, or eight miles and if they arrived near 
noon, I knew they could not get home before dinner or had no 
dinner before they left, so I prepared a meal for them. Then often 
ee had to wait until Doctor came home and I would have to feed 

1em, 
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We had bought a house and were all torn up to move, when 
aman came in early one morning, and IT found he did not have any 
breakfast before leaving home. Our breakfast was over so I pre- 
pared breakfast for him and the only place I had to put his meal 
was on one corner of the kitchen table. I thought at the time, 
some people never think of the trouble they put others to. 


One day we were ready to sit down to breakfast and a call 
came for Doctor to go to the country, so he just put on his coat 
and walked out to get the horse. Jim stood as if rooted to the 
spot with the most disgusted look on his face, and when he got 
control of himself, burst out with, "I wouldn't be a doctor for 
--", then he couldn't find words to express himself and stopped. 
I said, "Come to breakfast", when he said, "Did pa have to go 
before he ate his breakfast?" Well, this was not the first time 
he had to go before eating first. 


We bought a home of our own. It was a block off the main 
street, the other house was onthe main ‘street, and Dr. did not 
liké his +-work+to be seen; thatwis |for:passing people to see 
patients coming to the house. 


This new house was larger than the one we had been in. TI 
do not remember what. we paid for it, but I know we had only eleven 
Does Clo se Ley aWwerpealicd for it. ‘There was no barn on the place 
for our horse and no well, nor was there a hen house. We hired 
people who owed us to do the work on a barn with room for two 
horses, a cow, a place for buggy and cutter, while upstairs was 
Storage for hay. When the barn was completed, we had it paid for. 
vomigiecatvcoiimcriited. Io budit 4a chicken house myself, much to 
the rdisgust- of, the: man, next wdoor:).He ‘declared it ‘would be a 
disgrace to the neighborhood. 


i tous bo cGhe tramenwor sleigvover stuff from the-“barn “and used 
Wie vevecre OL sDOaris - could tind for siding and bought packing 
boxes from the store too for siding. At that time all goods 
were shipped on the train and were packed in wooden boxes. Then 
1 pouehGencouple bundiesof shingles and shingled it ‘all ‘over, 
Staining. om. painting, the shimeles the) ‘color of the barn, ‘and 
when, 1. had. it all,done, the man next door complimented me on ‘the 
ODS 


1 also. Duties fences alsa) iaround chesehicken yard.» We*had two 
Joven oid @ah1cCeid Opole rai tedress wmnithe? lotsremputl{ Aid-1rot 
raise garden.stuff as Doctor was given so much from the farmers, 
as his.practice was,mostly farmers ,wthere, being only about thirty 
houses in the village: 


One.fourth ofsJulyena Mr aleesandyboctor decided to’ put-on 
a fourth of-July celebrationeand! they» put ona‘ good: one. -There 
Wes.no iiguor or beer sasgtheptownship was.dry. They had an 
Oliicer for the day ready to arrest anyone who was the worse for 
liquor. They had a merry-go-round for one line of amusement, a 
fine parade, a ball game, and all kinds of running and jumping 
Reames, -pULaAnOn lottery suchvas Lotto orislotomachines "or -wheel 
things to give blankets away etc. 


I told Alberta I would give her a little money at the time. 
she, had saved.up seventy five cents for to spend this day. I was 
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afraid.to.let her carry 75¢ around, so I gave her some and took 
care. of.the.balance until she*needed more. So she started off 
with a quarter and when she came for more, I said, "What did you 
do with your quarter?" She said, "Two rides on the merry-go-round, 
and then some candy, and two more rides on the merry-go-round." 
Every. time. she came for money there were from two to four rides 

on the merry-go-round. 


One thing in the parade was quite amusing. The blacksmith 
and another young man had fixed a buggy wheel on a long pole and 
two horses. drew the pole. The two young men fastened themselves 
on the wheel, which was fixed in a slanting manner so it was not 
parallel with the road. The men sat on the wheel opposite each 
other with their arms interlocked and as they swayed their bodies, 
the wheel would revolve and they went around and around. 


The parade would go about a block and stop for a few minutes, 
then go on; This stop was to give the men a chance to rotate 
the wheel the other way as they would get dizzy. -These men stated 
afterwards it was the last time they would try that trick. 


The day was a@ great success and no drunks to bother the fun 
or interfere with people who like a sober good time. 


We had two telephones to answer (two separate phone systems). 
These telephones were party lines and eighteen people on each 
line. We were looked upon as central and I was busy. Sometimes 
BAIWCULGeEHObR,De-up..u0.the store for weeks ‘at’a*time 


Our. ring on both. phones was three rings and I have’ been 
pPegeeed mMethesnicht, hearing threé “rings ™ a*woutd prise yogoeto 
the phone, say, "Hello" to each, then I would look at the clock 
and see the clock had just struck three and had awakened me. 


these phones took a Jot of my time; besides acting as central. 
People wouid.phone us to. call other people’ to the phone.’ When the 
children were homethey went for the person called and they re- 
ceived the message money. The commission we got from the phone 
eompanies and the messages I ran paid our phone bills. This was 
besides.what.the ehildren earned. 


Asad Saad. Loere were Glienveen*on”’each party dines-and when 
people on one line wanted to send a message to some one on the 
other line I was asked to relay the message. The phone. would ring 
and I would hear, "Oh, Mrs. Howell, would you call up so and so 
and see, if the threshers that are at their place will soon be 
through, they are coming to our place next." Or, "Mrs. Howell, 
Will you call so and so and so and so and tell them we are going 
to thresh such and such a time?" This would not be from only one 
person, but irom .a dozen or more each year. 


One woman had a mother on the other line, and she would 
call me up and ask me to call her mother, and I would leave both 
ear pieces down and thetwo woman would have a good visit. The 
phones in our house were about ten feet apart. 


One woman gave me a book one Christmas for delivering messages 
Yor her. She was the only one but they were good to me in other 
Ways. Such as when Doctor would be in the country and a call 
would come to go to another place. JI would call a house, that 


. -160- 


ov bas 
fo bedraats 
"poe bib dau Ww 
: hamat—03- YPM etd (i 
 brgoweog-errem 4 


7 ays it "CG 1 


sit 


Jor any 


f} 
gud. 


& eod unt Ye 


hoecged 


nod Tl oi 


LBW 


react Cots 


ani’ 


Oz 


anton ofe 
eno tine wont sd soa Digow efap "“comtd 8 Hoge 


ori? 
hy { ffow 


Svat 
ay 


+ 


dc 
od 


Sw 


>. 8 


Wwe soe 3 


mealesid ofl . wile 
brs slog grof 8 me fas 
y aovLagmsud benadast ost. 
It o8 vertrce geetvE 
239 Stiaoqqo Leatw Sit a 
bary. ae oe Be 


eofsde s mem ait ovta ot saw Pron a tri ee 
' ,ysakb seg bivow years es yew reddore 


yagi 


-te & 


werd 


oe Ag 


Te | 


. 


SI 


“ 
rt i 


enit? Boom tedoe B&B ott. ov 2fqoag Ht tw ort 
iqosq mestigie bas sentl yrugg Spe aonorqet 


rand cobw T Bae ffustrtes as 


2) Cae t lr ‘ mila ~~ hee be é iit Ces a _ oY 


i¢ att od slepsqereiso Lisa eg i ait 


‘omos ot SRRSROm # Gre ot bednew eakt “g 
iy ofl? .S3seeem oft yolod of BetaR! ow 


4 Sy! i eT | 6. gotrid ADs iS mM. fast, — Agolo 


‘t Jou om Mofeeriimes off . stom ig a oo 


a BO ia) {Cf riads os SIs tad? are as car 
am" at) nm , daesre goatq "LO og. artlnos 


ater 4 
"_biage 


+ Saeed mo4 


go) gota fis tabora 6B tuods og BE 


tt Skate very enedadek eee saw dt 
be 

od ainwyh of Bre saoooua Pasty 8 -asw iT 

a 1PTOTE 
ot ek 

Si Sy7soe4 Wh) Towers og ashongetet ‘one rer aW 


S Mote pe _ST9W ¢ . see 1 ; 
tS auesw to’) arose ee, cls gt el on BLE OW 


7 5 
[ bas aperT sevds uaew oe Srronig » ‘sde8 oO anita Ay 


etd fre 


1968 va "ohtelt" s¥8e. _, on0r 


teod ,amie ym to vol. sB Hoods. 
eliss f6si9@ ais 10) Inew yacdd 

td snodq sgo bheq asy I sepsaeem sag a 
. berrrse (te Lido st ea 


Fr. = 
ytieq rose mo-mpodtrdgls a18w ered. ae 4 


fiso yoy bivew .Lkowoll , aul do 


tenis llod baa o8 bas oe Oe DE. 


bey dogs stom 10 men 


bivew aia bas ,smtl sortto ait mo s9ri30 ead 
dated evaeel Hbluow LT brs .Pooktom sot t 
ot .dletv boon s aved hLisow ah 
digas test wad tlh 


hat at 


esysmepat wotvevilob 107 ten: nen = ee 
OH of ade; Piece: shew 
b has HINO ath 


I knew Doctor would have to pass, and ask them to keep an eye 
for him and send him to the place needing him. They would sit 
at their window till they saw him coming and give him the 
message. 


Then if he was quite a piece from home, that is eight miles 
or more, and near meal time, the people would see him and call 
him in and give him his meal. So we were repaid for all the 
trouble we were put to. Of course these were the horse and 
buggy days. 


An amusing thing happened one day. This was before the 
GOuMtiry people put in-pnones. It we had to call Cass City, we 
had to call through the telephone office in Wilmot, but there was 
no charge to talk to Cass City. 


A man came hurrying in from about four miles in the country, 
to: get me to: callithe veterinarian to come to his place to see 
a very sick horse. So I called Wilmot to call the vet in Cass 
City and had her deliver the message, as. the man. hurried off 
home. He had been gone only a few minutes when another member 
of the family hurried in and said that the horse was better and 
to cancel the call. So I again called Wilmot and cancelled it. 
The vet was just ready to start, so managed to stop him. An 
hour or more passed when in came the man again, the horse was worse, 
eeu une veu, oo lt called Wilmot and asked her if she could get 
through to Cass City. I knew the office in Cass City closed at 
Nine o'clock, but she knew that the undertaker in Cass City had 
bie picne cConficcced every evening with Caro. Caro had night 
service. So Wilmot called Caro and Caro connected her with the 
undertaker in Cass City and she told him to go over to the vet's 
house. The undertaker didand the vet went to the farmer and 
cured his: horse’. 


When the country people began putting In phones, it made a 
lot on our phone, and we had two, as I have stated. It was rather 
amusing and sometimes aggravating to have a call come in, and, 
When I answered it, hear the receivers being taken down to listen 
i. . 


Arcalhb came sintone very cold night, in»the winter, and the 
next: day the hotel woman: called me up to: see,who had, called during 
tie Sidightie «Ske asaidcske shad wetarted sto get cout of bed to,listen 
in but the room was so cold she got back into bed again. 


On another occasion I received a call from below Novesta 
asking for Doctor to go out. I said, "He is in the country now", 
and told of the place I expected him to be at about that hour. 
Then I heard a voice say, "Mrs. Howell, Doctor has not left my 
neighbors place yet", and along with this man came another man's 
voice, "No, Mrs. Howell, Dr. is at So and So's place". I said 
all right and to the man I said I would be able to call Dr. and 
send him on to his place. While I was getting Doctor, my two 
listeners again, listened «ined .ITehad to,ask them to put up their 
receivers until I range for him and I could hear them come down 
again. 


On one occasion I had difficulty getting the call, and I 
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had to ask those listening in to kindly put up their receivers 
until I could get the correct name and the trouble. So many 
were listening in, it weakened the call and I could not hear. 


While we were in this house, a neighbor, about half a block 
from us, went crazy. She was a young woman, about twenty five 
years of age. She had been in the asylum some years before, 
and was sent home cured, but a nephew had been killed in an 
accident and it so upset her that the old trouble began coming 
back. and she used to spend so much of her time at our house. 

Of course I knew what was the matter though the public only 
thought she was not in good health. 


Doctor would take her for rides when he went to the. country 
to try and get her back to normal. When she came to the. house 
I would be as pleasant and kind as I knew how to be, but I was 
always ina position so I could see what she was doing,. that 
is I never turnedymy back to her for I did not..know what she 
Wop Jie £10 SO, slice WOULG Sib, and walk normally. fon a 
long time. Often she told me of her experience in. the asylun, 
and talk on every day affairs, Then leaning back.in.the rocking 
criair, one Would rave Jike a fool for fifteen minutes or more, 
then straighten up and carry.on a normal, conversation.. As. time 
passed on, it began to be noised around town that she was. going 
queer again. 


As..she grew worse, Doctor said she would have to. be sent 
away, and the whole town was up in arms about his decision. 


The hotel woman came over and told him what she thought 
of him, so a night or two before .she.was to go.Doctor. asked. the 
hotel woman to stay the night with her mother and sister, who 
Were Getting afraid to remain with her by themselves. On her 
way home in the morning, she came to our place and coming in 
said, "Doctor get that thing to the asylum as fast as you can. 
phe Was crazy as a loon, all night. ..I.never.would,have,.believed 
Iti bo been Todd,, but. | Knownnows, 


Doctor made all arrangements and the officer came to take 
her. She would not go. He came to the house to get Doctor to 
Pabellel evo L eG So Labiotl, DUC Doctor told him 1t was his job. 
Then the girl came over and asked if Doctor wanted her to go. 
He said he did and told her why, so she said if he would walk 
with her to the train she would'’go. He went with her to the 
station. The train had arrived at the station before Dr. and 
she had left the house, so the officer held it until.they arrived. 
When the train pulled out, the station agent turned to Doctor, in some 
rage, and said, "That is the most cruel thing I ever saw done. She 
is*nO More crazy than 1am.» 


some. time after she left, Doctor heard.from,the.asyium.,They 
had to put her in a padded cell. She had torn the mattress as 
well as the springs of the bed to pieces. However she grew 
better and again was released, and later was married and had two 
children. 


During the ball season in the summer time, we would be called 
every evening by Novesta and Shabbona to get the report of the 
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game. The train which came in the evening about seven thirty 
brought the paper which had the report of the game. 


A merchant had the post office as well as. the store, and 
his wife worked in the store with him. One day I was in and 
asked the price of eggs. She said it would depend on which 
box they were taken out of. JI asked why and was told that the 
6ges in one box were such.a price and those in the other box 
five cents less a dogen. JI asked what made the difference and 
Was told they paid more for them... The price ,dropped,after they 
had bought those in one box. 


speaking of eggs, reminds me of a call which came in for 
Doctor to go to a small house in which the mother of the black- 
-smith lived with some other members of her family. The mother 
was sick and had a high temperature. When Doctor arrived he 
found her in bed and she was so careful how she moved in bed. 
He learned her goose that was setting on goose eggs had left 
her nest a few days before the eggs were, to,,be hatched, so she 
had them in bed with her. tucked close to her body, so the high 
temperature came in useful. She succeeded in hatching the 
goslings before she was well enough to leave her. bed. 


My father and mother came. to visit.us. ~ This was the only 
time they were in our house, and they. brought two grandchildren 
with them,daughters of my sister Emma. 


We had our first car at this time and before they left home, 
my Sister Susie warned them not to think of getting into the 
“cer. They might be killed. However Dr. persuaded all to have 
a ride. My father, was a Jittle nervous» but, liked .ait.a Mytmother 
feli for it and enjoyed it very,.much.. Of.course.the»giris iwere 
dePiented-to have a ride. 


Father was nervous if Doctor did not get home.just when he 
thought he should, but the car may have been the. reason:, «One 
day Father was so restiess, Doctor and one of ;the.giris had: gone 
to*Kingston, and.I had to call. Dr...Bates to see,if they.had 
arrived safely. Sometimes he paced the road up and down: town. 
He always was a worker and having nothing to do and Doctor driving 
a new machine that was strange, I fear did not make his visit a 
very~-pléeasant one. 


the first night they were .there, Dr. was. out late -and 
Mother said, "How is Bert going to get in? Does he carry a key?" 
I said, "The door is open." She said, "Not with me in the house, 
there is no unlocked door." So I said I would hear him and let 
him in. It quite amused me when I Knew all one had. to do at my 
parents house was to put your hand to a window and up it would 
gO. But the doors were all bolted. 


How we get used to our own way of doing things. ‘The girls 
enjoyed their visit and we enjoyed having them. 


I told about having a cow but not how we got the cow. Dr. 
had a patient about eight miles from Deford and had brought her 
through a severe and long illness. A couple of years afterwards 
She was .in the store in Novesta, had a stroke, and died. We 
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heard that the widower, a man past sixty, was going to marry 
again. So we sent him his account, stating we would like the 
pay for the work done for him and his wife. He wrote he had 

a cow Doctor could have, if he came for it, for payment. So 
Doctor went and took along a boy to drive the cow. When he 
arrived in Deford, he had a cow, part Durham and part Jersey. 
The color was Jersey and the size Durham. She was nearly the 
color of butter and about fourteen years old, having had eleven 
heifer calves, but was so thin I don't know how she managed to 
walk so far. A cattle buyer boarded across the road from us 
and how he laughed. He asked Doctor what the animal was, for 
he said he surely did not say it was a cow. 


The cow was milking and gave a quart of milk twice a day. 
In a couple of weeks she was giving two quarts a day. Before 
long she gave us a calf. She had an udder about the size of a 
small wash tub and we milked her three times a day. We churned 
two pounds of butter a day besides using all the milk and crean 
we needed. One day the cattle buyer was over and asked if it 
was the same cow he had seen a few months before. 


When the cow had her calf, she was pasturing in a woods a 
bliock “or more from our house, at the edge of town. Doctor went 
for the cow and the calf was so feeble he came for the wheel 
barrow and managed, with Jim's help to get the calf in the barrow. 
He wheeled it almost to the barn when in some manner the calf 
fell’out; it sprang to its feet -and ran “back tothe woods. cl 
hada good laugh: This time it’ walked back.to the barn with its 
mother. 


We had so much milk on hand, we bought a pig, just a little 
pig and we named it Susie. We kept it in’ the chicken'yard and 
Alberta would take warm water and a brush and go to the yard 
and wash the pig. How it loved to be washed and how it grew. 

It soon Jearned its name and a couple,.of times got out of the 
yard. -f Saw -2t @oing “to tvown=and-going tocthecdooryht called 
Susie, Susie and it turned and ran back to me. It became quite 
a pet andit was hard to have it butchered. As we had no butcher 
in town, Dr. hired a man to take it away, kill, and dress it. 


One’ day when-we were Betting ‘ready for’ a-big. dinner, Alberta 

took the inwards, legs etc., of the birds we were dressing out 

to the hens, then later on she went again to the hen house and 
came in stating I had some sick hens. I did not pay any atten- 
tion, then she again came in stating that my hens were getting 
worse, that they were awfully sick, so I decided I had better 
humor her and see what was wrong. As I opened the kitchen door 

I never heard such groaning as was coming from the hen house. 


I hastened out and found about a dozen lying on the floor 
and every breath was a groan, and others were on the roost, all 
were sick. I could pick them up and there was no resistance. So 
going into the house I mixed up a lot of Epsom salts with water 
and went out and spoon fed it to the hens. I left them expecting 
the morning would see all of them dead, but when I went out in 


the morning I never saw a happier bunch of hens. They were singing 


for ali they were worth. So I decided they had a stomach ache 
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from the feed the day before. It was too greasy for them. 


One winter we had a big fall of snow and the hens wandered 
out in. it and I told Alberta, to go and chase them into the hen 
house and shut the door. As she was doing it one flew and landed 
on top of the hen house and she came back and reported. So I 
asked Doctor, as I was busy at something, if he would go out and 
get it into the hen house. 


He went but he did not use his head and in place of going 
to the back of the hen house, or the side, he stood in front of 
it and taking some snow, threw it at the hen, at the same time 
calling, "Shoo". So of course it flew away into a field and got 
SpucK if ohne, neipnbors’ snow, and he came into the house. I guess 
I’ said more than I expected to say. I was mad. 


I put on my wraps and waded in deep snow after the hen, got 
her into the hen house and came back to.the house.. Alberta, stepped 
out and went to a neighbors and said, "If you were thinking of 
coming’ over to our house, LT would not’ for a while for something 
queer has happened to Mother, so I would wait a while if I were 
you." By this I could not have lost my temper before the children 
Very UL uci. 


My brotner ano his Wite came TO visit us,on their honeymoon 
Crip ana remiained, a frewedays,. _| remember George saying .to me one 
day, "Say, Sarah, do you work like this all the time? I never 
saw anyone do as much work in a day as you do. We live on a farm 
. but our women do not have near as much to do." 


Well it Keo, Me busy Wito.miik Lolattend vo. putter to make, 
Noe aid hetis vo, 100K aiter, Gwo relephoneés, co answer, office 
Setters Oo Moatowal Git OoOuUTSs,, and L.,wWwas,DUsy all Che time. 
Doctor milked the cow. 


One strange ching in Deford, was, the. people who,.called on 
me~to wash their babies. With one exception, I washed the babies 
GUriie my-o2i.e clere. | Was nOL-uUnere when chey were born, ,but 
the next time the child had "to be bathed, I was sent for. Some- 
Gimes I was asked before they arrived to come and wash the baby 
eng Care for the mother while she was, in bed. Of course I received 
NOewey Oreille ! Was WOre. bua. Dieased if Doctor got his: pay for 
mis work. Hut [ Gtréen wondered why I’ was called in so often. 
Perhaps they thought being a doctor's wife I was trained in that 
work. 


When George and his bride were with us there was nothing 
B0ing on in the town.to entertain.them so the, children took them 
torthe roiter rink. “Roller skating was something they, had never 
seen, so when they got to the rink George and his wife decided to 
try it. ‘The wife had the caretaker take her around but George 
struck off by himself and found he could go but could not stop 
without danger of falling and perhaps getting hurt. So he raced 
on turning and going anywhere. When he skated near his wife and 
her helper” she grew scared that he would bump into them as he, was 
PO ee eee oer ew Ou aio GOOKLOLL mis coat, Skating all the 
time; then Ne took off his vest, skating away. 


A couple of men were doing some work. They stopped to watch. 
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Others began to gether from outside and soon quite a few had gathered, 
laughingitidit Cheim sidesifainiy eehed. When he took off his coat 
and vest, they began to clap and he whirled around to doff his hat 

in acknowledgement of their applause. As he went to make his bow 
from the far end of the!irink,) his feet slipped from under him and 

he sat down on a chair, which fortunately was close behind him to 

his great surprise and delight. 


The workmen told Doctor afterwards they had never laughed so 
Musi ewe ue.t Life, They all returned to the house in high, spirits, 


they had a new experience and 


We bought a car, and, if 
first *caraim Defordiyand every 


The car was a Brush, and 
We paid twenty five dollars a 
no windshield, kerosene lamps 
of company on his drives into 


a wonderful thrill. 


ieremember correctly, it was, the 
body had to have, a ride in it. 


cost seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
month thal ti-nadmnoe: top,.ino. doors, 

and a chain drive. Doctor had plenty 
thecountry.. 


The horses were so scared of the cars. They just would not 
meet them, and the car had to be stopped and shut off before they 
would pass, and this meant getting out and cranking to start them. 
Some men with horses would ask Doctor to keep his car going and 
would get their horses to go past two or three times, but they 
soon became used *toethem. ~L can)remember when. horses .would not 
allow an umbrella to be put up in the buggy without being scared 
out of their senses. 

It was always a problem just how to punish the children. To 
whip them was avlast resort. \‘IT.always tried every way I could 
firstyesucheasigivingsethem extra jobs,or,.sending. them to,bed 
right after supper. How you hate to punish them when they take it. 
It is whenithey fight back, you get some satisfaction in it. 


Béforehwe hadetheecarapaid, for;s,we bought .a piano for, three 
hundred dollars and the children began taking music lessons. We 
paid ten dollars a month on the piano and when we could we paid 
more. 


iitnevapring cl wolO father was taken seriously ill. I 
went home for a few days and the Saturday after I returned, he 
passed away. Dr. and I were at a barn raising when the telegram 
came. The station agent called me up at the raising and told me. 
He said he had looked up the trains and it was impossible for me 
to get home for the funeral on Monday, so I did not get there. 


There was a medical meeting in Vassar for the doctors of 
Tuscola County and my husband decided to go and asked me to go 
along, and on our way back we would drop in on Hammonds and 
spend the night with them. Dr. Hammond was a classmate and was 
practicing in Akron. We hired a woman to stay with the children. 


On the way to Vassar we had some tire trouble. We did not 
have a spare, at that time, on the back of the car, but would take 
the tire offs take out the tube, puta, patch on it and put it in again. 
It took a good time patching, replacing and blowing it up with a 
tire pump, which we always carried. By the time we reached Vassar, 
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and drove to the meeting place, the doctors were beginning to 
come out. The meeting was over. 


We went back to Akron, following Dr. Hammond and trying to 
keep up tov°him. He either had a better car or drove faster. We 
spent the night there and remained for dinner. We’left as soon 
as dinner was finished and we noticed the sky was darkening, so 
we drove along at a good pace, for we did not want to get caught 
in athe pnahn < 


We had gone but a few miles when the rain began to come down. 
Of course our car had no top, doors, or windshield. Then another 
Grouble, there were no stone roads, just clay or sand. The roads 
we were passing over were clay and only a little rain was needed 
to change them to mud and the car would not go through it. So we 
had to web iouteand rput\ onthe ‘chains I said both “of us ‘got out 
Lor el chad: ta; help carid! try yet the! job ‘done’quicker’. 


We had stopped on the road near a farm house and the barn 
was not far from the road, perhaps a good stone's throw, and in 
the doorway of the barn stood two or three men. All the time we 
were, getting on those chains,® the men stood and ridiculed us, 
calling out, "Serve you right. Keep to the horse and buggy and 
you will have no trouble," and they would laugh as they jeered us. 


When we had finished the job, we were good and muddy and 
quite wet as we had no rain coats, but we climbed in and drove 
off. How it rained, thundered, and lightninged and we were not 
prepared. We were wet to the skin. 


Doctor wanted to drive into a farm house but I objected, 
tbellingerhim nosperson®*would 1ét°’us sit-around in’ wet clothes, 
but would insist on loaning us something and try to dry what we 
NececiwenOmwe “Orove on ana the water got into the engine and 
Slowed us down. Then nearing Deford, we got into the sand roads 
engelienac 66 266 outiand .pusneforvall’I*had“in“me “Then Doctor 
got out and we both pushed, with the car all set for going. We 
finabiyegot throughsand’aswwe drove up 'to our-house, the rain 
nhadeceasead andnthe Tsun wastshining.--It was séven-thirty in the 
evening. 


Lepneockrusvirom one to"velock*to seven thirty to travel 
eiphntecnhonmetwentyunibes 0° Six Hours and ‘a haltf.’--We could “have 
WalkeGei tielm) that stimer Wellsurfered nooill effects “from the 
wetting. 


WenhadasGimichrtypnoidicfever> rom*the -first -of April ‘to 
late in October he never was without from one to five cases of 
typhoid, with three or four in a family at once. Then we had 
small. pox. » One persom would ‘have it so'mild no doctor was called, 
then the next case would be covered with sores. One woman counted 
one, hundredyand fifty “spotssomter girl's face and she took it 
from a girl that had two or three and called in no doctor. 


We had an epidemic of scarlet fever in the town. One very 
mild case came down and Doctor sent word to the health officer, 
who was a farmer. He came to town and some people ridiculed him 
about shutting up the case, it was so mild, so the, health orficer 
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went home. When the patient was peeling,he was in the stores 
and all over town. Others came down with the mild form but the 
health officer did nothing. Some children even went to school 
with their hands peeling. 


Finally two families, out a mile or more from town, came 
down with the trouble. The families lived across the road from 
each other. The two mothers took it and the two mothers died. 
Doctor attended one and a doctor from Cass City attended the other. 


It seemed Doctor was always taking some patient to Detroit. 
There were no hospitals near by like at the present time. 


So.he went to Detroit, taking the patient on a stretcher, 
on the trainine Ones casewhe expected to-go on the: morning train, 
but they did not come in and he just stormed and raved around. 
Then they came in and said they were waiting for Dr. to come out 
and direct themiin putting: her on a istretcher. He) went. out, to 
Lheepatient, and all afternoon he was hardly fit to live with. 
Eetinelly feund our the reason. By going on the morning train 
he would have a chance to go to the theater, whereas now the 
train would reach Detroit too late. 


Doctor was always good at diagnosing cases, and the case 
I mentioned, he pronounced a certain thing. When he went to the 
hospital he had his old professor operate, telling him what the 
trouble was.uliThem when they: were! readya to: operate,. Dr .« MeGraw, 
another great surgeon came along and said, "What have you here 
Dr. Walker?":) ThemDr.: said, "Howell says: so. and)so.". then Dr. 


McGraw said, "Pretty rare young man. Pretty rare." Dr. Walker 
said, "We will see". When they reached the kidney, Dr. Walker 
turned to Dr. McGraw and said, "Pretty rare." The old Dr. just 


turned and walked away. 


One case J recall he took down, he paid his own railroad 
fare and that of his patient. The patient was a woman and wanted 
a neighbor woman to accompany her as she was not used to being 
among strangers. The request was made when the train was almost 
ready to reach town. The neighbor had come to town with the 
patient, so she bought her ticket and went without any preparation. 


Then the man, whose wife was sick, reported around that it was 
a made™up scheme for Doctor to get his wife,to the hospital, so 
Dr. and the neighbor's wife would have a chance to get away to- 
gether. The neighbor man was going to have the man arrested but 
Dr. asked him to let it drop, that no one believed it. When the 
neighbor man saw that Dr. did not want any trouble he let it drop, 
for he had faith in both Dr. and his wife. 


We never received a cent for all Dr. spent, besides his care 
of the patient before and after the operation. How low some men can 
get, and how ungrateful for kindness. 


- Dr. Howell had so many strange cases while in Deford that 
members of the Tuscola County Medical Society used to say that 
if anyone wanted to see something unusual to go to Howell in 
Deford. He always has something rare. 


One day Dr. got an idea and without saying anything to me, 
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he brought a patient in from the country to our house, had her 
put tovbed Amour Yoom and* T'was: to take care ‘of her. JI did so. 
Then he brought another one in for me to feed and care for, and 
not get a cent for my labor or food. So I put my foot down and 
put it down to stay put. So that ended that. 


Hevicalled ania surgeon, from Detroit, for an operation and 
therdoctom brought his assistant. They arrived on’ the noon train 
so I had dinner ready. I had chicken and hot biscuits, of course 
iihadepotatoes and® other vegetables.» For dessert I had apple pie 
entaiwhipped) cream. I asked both doctors if they cared for the 
cream on their pie and both men said they had never had whipped 
creant ion pie). 


When the doctormwere leaving the house, the surgeon said, 
"Tf I lose this case your dinner will be to blame, for I have 
eaten too much." The patient died some time after. She had gall 
stones, and »would =not consent to an operation until there was little 
hope. 


The next winter Doctor was overworked and once gave out. We 
had; ansepidemicrofnsomething no one-had seen “before. '‘-He was 
attending twenty three homes of the twenty eight in town and had 
fremionetteathree orefour patients in-each.- We*were up night and 
day. One neighbor said, "I would think your door would open when 
anyone stepped on your walk, it is opened so often." One night I 
slept through the telephone call and a neighbor came and waked me. 
; he neehboring towns ydid not -have it.*. Dr-‘called-in a 
doetor,for: consultation one day to see a case with him. The 
visiting doctor said, "That patient will not be here in the 
morning." He took him to see another. He said the same thing, 
buBemore emphatically. “Butvall lived, Dr. did lose’a patient. 


As usual Alberta had to come down with it. I said, "Does 


your head hurt ?" She said, "No." "Does your stomach hurt?" She 
said, "No." Thén I said, "Where do you have a pain" She said, "I have 
no pain but, Oh, Mama, I am an awfully sick girl." This was the 


complaint of all. 


We had bought a farm with some money left to me by my father 
and an Uncle George. As Dr. had always looked forward to being 
a farmer, we decided we might as well go out on the farm. We 
DeGerenvetm 7.) 150. Dri went home to Belleville for a rest and I 
fae Ou accounts, hired a@ collector, looked after the horse, pig, 
eow, and chickens, and did all TI could toward giving advice to 
Sick people, for they came to see me as if I were a doctor. 


The collector said, "I don't see why Doctor did not give 
DOMsCNs LO some vor those people. They certainly are not worth 
having their lives saved." 


Doctor returned from his Canadian trip and we began getting 
ready to move to the farm, even had a buyer for our home in town, 
when one Sunday morning 1 was petting breakfast and my body be- 
Cole omit pan. | Could Tot finish getting breakfast and Dr. 
had to take over. 


I laid down onthe couch and could not Pisce, So Doetor cuavicod 
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me to bed. On Tuesday morning I coughed and turned to Dr. and 
said, "I have diagnosed my own case, you can see what I have." 
T had coughed up blood and I knew I had pneumonia and to make 

it worse I had pleural pneumonia. 


Dr. Bates was called in and he brought a nurse along with 
him. The two doctors were having a talk in the living room. 
There was an arch way between the bed room anc the living room 
and I could hear them talking. They would give me such and such 
a medicine, "Though we both know nothing will help her if her 
resistance is low." 


On Thursday I nearly passed out. I would go into a doze 
and I would be sitting on something like a Chinese rickshaw 
and travelling at a fast rate down dark streets just like 
Chinatown .in British Columbia. The street was very narrow -and 
the buildings high on both sides and dark, then just before me 
would be a wood pole or stone fence, right in my way, just a 
few feet ahead. As I neared it, the obstacle would move to one 
side and I would pass it, and another would appear not far away 
and it moved aside. I would wake up for a while and doze again 
with thelsameecexperience... Finally this let‘up and T could doze 
without going at such a pace, and, the,street grew lighter’ and 
gradually it was all clear. I° told Dr. after’ 1° pot’ well about 
it and he said if I had struck the obstacles I would have passed 
out. 


1 haves since meadsof, othens, having. the same experience. So 
I have been down in the valley and there was no fear. I was 
just interested to see the obstacles pass to one side as I 
almost touched them. 


Doctor kept telling me how well I looked and the day I got 


out of bed and saw myself in the mirror, I fell back on the bed 
horrified at my looks. 
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Farm and Medicine Hat 


We sold our house and moved out to the farm, one mile east 
and one half mile north of Deford, on the Cass City road. We 
hired the crops put in and we took care of our cows, pigs, hens, 
horse, and calves. We had bought another calf. 


When the apple tress were ready to bloom, we decided to have 
them sprayed so hired a man from beyond Cass City to come and 
spray them.e He sprayed them three times for eight cents a tree 
and how the neighbors laughed. They said Dr. was trying to spring 
new ideas and they joked about the way he was farming. 


When fall came we had the laugh on them, for they came very 
meekly and asked to buy some apples but we gave them apples with- 
out charge. We had so many apples we could not give them all 
away. 


My brother-in-law came back east from Medicine Hat, Alberta 
and fas; Drs was “still not ‘able to do much, he suggested) we: go home 
and, Vimo him; for Dr had ~been getting. letters from nis brother 
iniPortiwArthur “and from my brother ,in, Medicine, Hat. telling’ that 
things! were: booming there’ and he again. got. the. 'Go West! fever. 
in, Medicine Hat, ‘iavturdl- gas had been discovered and a boom was on. 


Alberta remained in Ontario, for Dr. had made up his mind 
toago West, much acainst” my wishes. 


We sold the farm for $1,000.00 more than we paid for it, sold 
the stock, and the crops were harvested, threshed and sold. 


Webbs early°in the fall Doctor went west. He went first to 
Port Arthur, where his brother lived, remained there for a few 
days and then went on to Medicine Hat. 


Pineomar. Cue Tne "corm and shocked 1G, packed our stuff, solid 
the cows, pigs, and horse, had the furniture. we were) taking: with 
us cCrareditand) put'the rest in with another. .man.'\s. stuffs for auction 
sale. 


We then went over home for a visit and joined Alberta. Finally 
we went west. 


We had) no difficulty travelling to Medicine Hat where Dr. 
deericedateistvay .Y'My-prothner, his wife,.my,sister: Emma andiher 
husband and family were there. 


WEiputtap aSuemy sister's for a while, that is until our 
furniture arrived, and then we went,.to.live in. a house; or I 
should say shack, that my brother George had built, he was coming 
eastefornethe winter. 


Werrcache @ Medicine “Hat “about the tirsct. of, November. Such a 
LOG Or ypeopiLe ‘Were'=eoing there that the schools were filled and 


Alberta could not pet in until the first.of January ,. when ai new 
school would be opened up. 
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The city of Medicine Hat had a population, in normal times, 
of about ten thousand. When I arrived there about fifteen thousand 
were there. Natural gas had been found when drilling for oil and 
a boom was started. Hundreds were living in tents as houses could 
not be put up fast enough. The temperature would go down to 
twenty five and forty below zero. The tents were made double, one 
about a foot from the other to keep out the frost. Natural gas 
was piped into all the tents and this gas would burn day and night 
and the people in the tents were comfortable. 


The shack of my brother's had two rooms and was about twelve 
feet by sixteen feet. One room was about ten by twelve. It was 
kitchen, dining room, living room, and bed room for Doctor and me 
as we had a day bed in this room and slept on it. This house dif- 
fered from our North Dakota house in that it was plastered. We 
had a small gas stove which we kept burning day and night, and on 
it we did our cooking as well as using it for heating. 


Gas was cheap. We never paid more than a dollar a month for 
light, heat, and cooking. My sister had a large house with gas 
in the furnace, and it would be turned on in the fall and never 
bothered with until spring. If the house was too warm, they would 
open the windows, never go down to the cellar to change the heat. 


How things boomed in that town. I stood one day by the side 
of our shack and counted twenty five houses going up within sight 
and all over the city it was the same. People walked the streets 
“ali night; no piace’ torgo, then took the; beds, for the day. that 
others had slept in at night. Hundreds of men were digging for 
placing water pipes, sewer pipes, and gas pipes. The water and 
Sewer pipes had to be put in so deep to keep from freezing. 


While we were there a provincial election was held. It was 
a hot election, something like those held in Clinton when I lived 
there. 


The day of the election the cars carrying the voters were 
decorated for the different parties and great excitment was in 
the air. When evening came, and the polling places were closed, 
we went down town to the real estate office where Dr. worked. 
From the office windows we could watch the returns as they were 
Shown across the street. When enough of the returns were in so 
it was known which side won, a great parade took place. The Kilty 
band headed the big procession.and all the followers were carrying 
blazing brooms. A car load of brooms had been shipped in by a 
merchant and a barrel of kerosene was set out near the car, which 
was behind the store. 


The men were given brooms which they dipped into the barrel 
of kerosene and lighted from a burning broom. The procession was 
passing the building we were in when the fire siren blew and out 
came the fire engines. Everybody thought it was part of the 
celebration, but we soon learned a store was on fire. 


In getting their brooms lit, a certain amount of carelessness 
went on and before long oil was spread all over the ground. This 
took fire and reached the store. A forty thousand dO}lar fire took 
place making it an expensive celebration. 


The preacher in the Methodist Church we attended was very 
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much opposed to the efforts the real estate men were putting 
forth to induce people to come to Medicine Hat and advertising 

so extensively, when the bottom was going to drop out of the boom 
and the people would lose their money. 


Sunday after Sunday he pleaded with these men to stop and 
the people flocked to hear him. His wife told me, when I met her 
on one occasion, that he would pace the floor for hours and she 
was sometimes afraid he would become mentally deranged over the 
condition in Medicine Hat. Indeed after we left there, he had 
to take a rest. He was deeply concerned about his people and his 
predictions came true. 


Medicine Hat had ground plotted in lots for miles around the 
city and we were told Calgary had enough land plotted to provide 
a lot for every inhabitant of Canada. You cannot imagine the 
excitement of a boom town and how people get carried away with it. 


When I reached the city, Dr. met me at the station and going 
to my sister's he said, "I am worth twenty five thousand dollars." 
I said, “Have you it in the bank? He said, "Oh, no, in land. I 
have alt our money invested here except what I invested in Port 
Arthur. 


Then I heard so much of how places were being bought and 
sold in a few days for much more than had been paid for them that 
it did seem there was money in it, until I went with him on one 
occasion to show some lots to a man and his wife who were about 
to make an investment. , 


We must have walked two miles or more from the former city 
limits to where the lots were and not a building in those miles. 
Then I saw the folly of the whole thing but there was no use 
Saying anything. Our money was all tied up in it. 


I was living there but a short time when I found my head 
murt me quite a bit. Right. on top of my head.  ,Then.my temples 
began to hurt, it seemed as if a bolt ran from one temple through 
to the other and as if the bolt was tightening and drawing the 
temples together. As time passed I found I had difficulty breathing 
and I grew worse as the days passed. 


Dr. took me to a physician, who had lived in the city some 
time. This man suggested an operation but further investigation 
proved it not necessary. Then he thought I.might.be eating too 
much meat. I assured him I had notincreased my meat eating and 
never had any trouble before, so he then confessed he did not 
know what was the cause of my distress. 


I grew so bad there were weeks I could do very little but 
get the meals and at night I often slept with my head on a 

pillow on the window sill or else I slept by the open door. When 
the day was wet I could walk to my sister Emma's a mile away or 
g@o down town, but on sunny days I could not walk any distance 
without growing dizzy and almost stagger. Then my hair began to 
bother me. 


I had always had hair with so much electricity in it, I could 
not comb my hair with certain combs. It would crackle ana tly 
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all,over my,head. . But my hair lost this electricity and just 
laysfiat. 


It was decided I would have to go back east and see if I 
would improve, for my memory was becoming effected. If I went 
down town for two things and I had any trouble getting the first 
thing, I had to go back home and try another day. 


I could not think of going back east in the middie of the 
school term and take the children out of school, so I remained 
on and.gradually my heart became effected and I was quite a wreck. 


When school closed I soon left and my sister Emma and her 
four ginkls were coming east at the same time, for a visit. So 
at eight o'clock in the evening we all boarded the train. 


Emma's husband, my husband, and brother George were all 
at the station to see us off. My husband remaining behind. We 
had just nicely started and not more than a quarter of a mile 
on our journey when Emma said, "Will has my tickets. He always 
buys the tickets and holds them until the last moment." 


Travelling with us was a young girl about twelve years of 
26G4 caem_ece .Ol 4 friend of my “sisters .*-This*girluwas Wout cin 
ouRprpehareae, ~zhe was poing about five’ or six hundred ’miles along 
with us and her people were to meet her ina certain town. 

These people .had.to drive thirty or forty miles to the train with 
horpseand, bugesy.to meet the girl and it was necessary for her’ to 
be sonvythis;)train. 


As soon as Emma found she was without tickets, she said, 
"We have to get off at the first station and go back." But I 
said, "You cannot do that. We have to see this girl to her destin- 
ation. 


Just then a man who had been a railroad man came into the 
coach. He was an acquaintance of my sister's as he and Will 
were great friends, so she told him her trouble. He went forward 
to see the conductor, and the conductor said that on this man's 
word he would take her as far as he went, but he did not know 
how she would fare with the next conductor and the next, for we 
had to change conductors several times before we reached the end 
of our journey. 


This man acquaintance had ninety dollars on his person and 
he handed it over to her, and I had a little over one hundred, 
while she had fifty or more, and yet this was not enough to buy 
Chokets tor all five of them. 


When we reached the first station on our way, a message had 
been wired from Medicine Hat that tickets would be waiting at 
Moose Jaw. 


What a relief. She gave the ninety dollars back to the man. 
He was getting off at this station and returning to Medicine Hat 
on @ train which was soon to come along. 


Then we began to think, here we had been counting our money 
and figuring how we could manape, not thinking of the other 
passengers, and suppose there was a hold-up man in the crowd. We 


aly gs 


gent, bas yt lots 


ce 
oe 


I 3? sse brig ( te Ab: 5 
jczow 1 $I » box ek sn scores 
gest: ott MBE bo és te rk ge ab CL i a: 


sis ‘to elbbim ong 
bec sme Ir O& * 
Moonvw 8 Stino saw I 


SA bits muni retake 1 wn 
oe .tLaiv 6 fo? . on td 
bend ao bel 


ffs, sew egtoe Ph “se sat 

sW .boitved sabetemet Siedaud iM 
elim es to vetvedso B ABdd oven uae peal 
avewls SH .aghedlods agit iaw" bisa smd oi 
" drisdiont See® Skt ftonw merit ebfod & 


to siney Sv Rows serodkp. pane atyoy # @aw eheliee § sverd 

ct tag ssw Dotg sidh ,etete te ym ‘to brieirtt # lo: soetr ¥ 

unto lS av beabaysdt xe ‘$09 evil tvods saloy ‘ean Fpecry 
wot miaties s aAfersd cosm of 7%, 

wciw nisad sip os aoltar Yotot te yo ney ep 


ot tod Tot wisedsisn gaw wt bre Iki em 


1a 
ry 


-btee sre ,.etedbttt Seeds esw Site a 
tT dye ".alosd om. Bae Nonate tear? oft ss 
-tliasb rsd of (ets. aint Seerod svert Sw has 


anid otdnot smso. nem Beowite: s asad bad ortw 
CELW Bas er ¢s erage te vor to pion en 
bigwrot tosW SH .sldwieTd wed mtd biog sde ek BOLTS 
a Luft "mo yistts bisa wotoubnes. od? bas dou bere 
word don Bip sdawe peony ‘art ais: ae 8S 8 gts 
SW (oT) -Jxea OAS brs sod oubItOS dxet orf ittw 4 ‘ 
bro it bedesst ow sudiad asmis isteves Bx 


> 4 P | 
e iris BJ 


brs coeresd aid no atelCoh ytanin bad Sq 
ybetbrudt eno seve sldgtl g het T Das (ser 
“uel od were wen caw att tay oe an 


bext sg8e4an S&S .Yow ano mo moliste a 
de suttd tow ed HLsow atodols Vee 


mem sis of Aond avelic Se 
YsH sitotheMt of Bata 


yerom “160 ne a eae ue ane 
\ . “Sunita “od “to seth ich 
We. bwon ot at rem | 


) ee — ood. ie 


had to think of this now and the fear that something might 
happen so the tickets would not be waiting. 


The train had just left the platform in Medicine Hat when 
Will Nesbitt put his hands in his pocket and exclaimed, "My God. 
Here are the tickets." So he rushed into the station to the 
ticket agent and so arrangements were made. We reached Moose 
Jaw at three o'clock in the morning. Neither Emma or I had un- 
dressed wr ‘slept» until we ‘arrived there and oh the relief to 
finds thertickets. walting for her. The conductor came in with 
them and said, "So you are the woman who has been trying to ride 
for free." And then he laughed. 


When. I was.dressing the next morning, I went to brush and 
comb my hair and to my surprise it once more crackled and flew, 
and I said to my sister, "I guess I am going where I belong." 


Medicine Hat's altitude was too high for me. After. I got 
home, Dr. saw the doctor I had visited and told him I was getting 
well-again.wiHe said*that if that was what IT needed, he. had.a 
number of patients that should go back east again. 


Leremained at. home for afew weeks, then fruit was being 
Cin edn amy Slsvers Ss farmunearsiamiitons..-Sos»l arranged to so 
down with the children and pick for them. 


Tywrentedxa *tcouple of rooms’-across the ‘road from my sister 
Mary's home and we picked fruit. In this way we supported our- 
selves that summer. 


Attem spending) the summer tand ‘fall -in Fruitvand — picking 
fruit, the children began going to school and were getting along 
nicely, when thein father’ managed’ to sell some of his, interests 
in diedi cine. dat. nHesisent word’to me-to go to Belleville and 
Pent, a2 house until he came. 


so we went to Belleviile and we rented a flat from Mother 
Howell. It was over a store she owned, and there was some furni- 
ture in it. We bought a second hand stove, a day bed, dining 
room-table, and a few chairs. 


Deetorocgoid another pietevofVland* and’ then’ joinéd mein 
Belleville. He came planning to get his grandfather's farm as 
had been his aim for years, but after he visited Uncle John's 
folk he decided not to go on the farm. 


He decided instead to return to the States and find a loca- 


tion,to.-begin work again. He left early-in the spring and found 
a location in Bay Port and we followed as soon as school was out. 
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Bay Port 


When I arrived in Bay Port, I found Doctor had had quite 
a time getting a house for us to live in. Finally he succeeded 
invectting Mrs,..Hoffmaster"s house, as. She had married ‘a man’ in 
Unionville sand went there to live. It was partly furnished so 
we could move in at once. We paid nine dollars a month rent. 
After we were there a while she raised the rent to ten dollars, 
then it went up to eleven and finally twelve dollars. We lived 
there nine years. 


When I returned to Michigan, I was in such poor health I 
could not go into a crowd. As I began to improve, I began going 
to.church...Rev. Bowles was the pastor and lived in Pigeon, as 
Pigeon and Bay Port were together as one charge. 


When the war was on, the flu broke out. One morning Charlie 
Rose, who was fishing from Heisterman Island and was living there 
with his family and workmen, came to the office and asked Doctor 
to go back with him to the island as his wife was sick and he 
wanted him to see her. Doctor turned to me and said, "You had 
better come along. We may need your help if we find it will be 
necessary to bring her back to the mainland." 


It was avery cold day. The boat was covered with ice, but 
we got over without any trouble. Found Mrs. Rose real sick with 
the flu and Doctor said she would have to be brought back to Bay 
Port. | 


I set to work with the children and got them ready, packed 
UpiraitaL. the thingseneeded, and got Mrs.” Rose ready . - Things? were 
carried to the boat, everything even the pig was placed in the 
boat. Mrs. Rose was placed on some bedding in the bottom of the 
boat. On reaching shore she was taken to her mother's. 


Later on, every person in this house took the disease excepting 
susie; making thirteen in.bed sick. It was well we brought the 
family off the island that day for the next day the lake was 
frozen over and a boat would not have been able to get there or 
back. 


We brought everything with us but the dog. The dog could 
not be found that day. Mr. Rose worried about that dog and when 
he took down with pneumonia the thing that kept him upset was 
this dog being lost and the cold so severe. 


Doctor began to worry about his condition and when things 
were becoming serious the dog came home. The lake was frozen 
over.and.the dog came over on the ice. The arrival of the dog 
So pleased the patient he bucked up and again wanted to live. He 
recovered. 


Dr. was very busy. The flu was in so many homes and one day 


he came home from a case and said he was going to lose her if he 


did not get some ice cream. She just laid there and begged for 
ice cream, 


I got to work. We did not have a freezer but I knew Mrs. Kuhn 
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had one so I went down to borrow it and told her why I wanted 
it. There was no ice cream in town during the cold weather. 


She let me have the freezer and said, "I will come along 
and help you make it." So gathering up some things she had in 
the house and with what I had, we made our first gallon or gallon 
and a half of ice cream. 


As soon as it was made, Doctor took some to Mrs. Whitman 
and some to other patients. Next day we gathered up some more 
milk and things we needed and made another freezer full. Fred 
Fluette, hearing what we were doing said he would do the delivering. 
Mrs. Bob Wallace gave us all her extra milk, as they had a cow. 
Mrs. Lee told us we could have all her extra milk and others began 
bringing in eggs. : 


Each day we froze the freezer full, then we borrowed a three 
gallon freezer and men came in and turned it. We sent some to 
the country with Doctor but in a few days the country people sent 
word they would look after the country people themselves. 


Agnes Duby and all but Art were in bed, but Agnes would not 
eat anything. We sent some ice cream over. Art touched her lips 
with it and she called, "Oh, ice cream. Give me some." Art came 
over to buy a quart, we gave it to him but did not charge for it. 
Then one day when they were better, he wanted to know where we got 
the ice cream. I told him different people sent in stuff and we 
made 1t. He said it saved his girl. 


Mrs. Kuhn had sickness in her home and Mrs. Harve Dutcher 
and Mrs. Wm. Graves took her place. We averaged fifty dishes of 
ice cream a day for three weeks. 


Besides giving ice cream,we bought soup bones and gave soup 
to several families that could not get proper care. We also made 
light puddings for some patients. 


Eight people died, this means people in town and country. 
Fortunately for Dr. the townspeople began getting better before 
many in the country came down with it. There were not enough well 
people to care for the sick and those who had no sickness were 
afraid to enter other people's homes for fear of contracting the 
disease.themselves. At one time Alberta and Floyd Lounsberry were 
the only ones who could be at their work in the store. 


The daughter of a woman living near us came home to have her 
baby. The day after the baby was born there was a death in the 
family and the new mother became s0 excited that Doctor decided 
she should be moved, so putting her on a cot he had her carried 
to our house. 


I put her in our bed downstairs and I slept on a couch while 
Doctor went up stairs. She was with us for two weeks and for my 
work of caring and feeding the mother, tending the baby, doing 
the washing, and such things, I received a bag of potatoes. 


Dr. had a patient in the country who had died and her husband 
and daughter were both in bed with the flu, so Doctor went to the 
husband's sister and had her take the husband and child to her 


“yer 


a 7a 


ne 


bogagw I wiw *t 
-terigoow bloo | 


fa emoo (iiw 2 
bat ode eorebeh y. 
neLtay to nollas serch 


nanticW .esMosd moe 
axom enon qu herorhsr 
bow® . ffLwt tSHgotl 
.natrev tish ony ob biwew ‘or 
woo. 8 hed wed? ag ootliun: 

pogo) grecddo bas xf Pm BA 


in eee lls ae 
so'13 6 bewourred ow Te tessoT? ont os 
of omee tise. oW- LO Deu 
JUfisa ol goaq Vv" rorioo ; com +’ et tud 3 ~ ON 
-eovisamedd XN 


ton Pivow aengh gad = rit atow tTA std tha Pe 
cert god heiogod tA ev. sot 
ants ¢t\ “.dcoe on vl  .iipets sol fe ’ , bel 
cb 96t sstedo gon bkb Jud mtd of gt evag ew ~ 
Nia bY ro worst o2 pacrew ail ,tedded pores 3 

w Dos Vlucte mk dees eiggsg easter! Lo mbt 


thy ald aces 


~atiespt ovisl-. ac fas eomed, wert mt sess: 
Io deneko YsiLs Lonaeee SW .soalq ‘part xtaot 
. aNsew sould 


‘ 7 ti ne SV" Bo Bri 55 


ebem « 


 yttoueg brs avod 6h shqeeq afteom sity beth of 

go let pl / fits nased sLqosqarmwedg ont A 

Efaw amioas oti son oted fF Ast iw" awos ams et 
gta esaaralots (oft ped orw gaol? aie: xHoOLS ect 10% bnairige 

othy ieee } oBarnigD Lo esi Yyot gemor Fl Ss od ; 

etew yiredanuet byolt bas sisediA emt? ome: 

.stode oft Gh Htew ited? os od | 


qe gverl os cotod simso en Than 
eit mt cdeb's saw stead ate "BGM. ya 
bobtesb iops0el sods bay Tome. O28 SinBI ee 


batiras tal bad sd doo, 6 ne ted ut 


aftitw dovoo s mo tanta [ bas bes gies 

yn 102 bee exigow ows “Ot an COLW Bey 

wrtob ,ydsd ond qaithnad «tat dom. 9 
.esotsiog to 44d & bevissem 2 


besdest xeri ban both bert 


oh Si! 


home. 


Word was sent to the undertaker to come and care for the 
woman's body. He did so, and the day of the funeral some went 
to the grave and noticed that the undertaker went around with 
a paste board box-under his arm. 


After the funeral the sister-in-law decided the box the 
undertaker carried was the shroud box and that no shroud had 
been. put on the corpse. One day she was in the office and came 
out to the kitchen to talk to me. She told me what was on her 
mind regarding the undertaker. 


She had tried to get permission to have the grave opened 
but there was so much red tape to go through, and then she said, 
"Just think, Mrs. Howell, how very embarrassed that poor soul 
will be when she rises on the day o1 judgment and has to meet 
her God without a shroud." 


T have mentioned several times how Doctor had to give up 
his work for a time because of becoming exhausted, but he did not 
complain of any heart trouble until we had been in Bay Port sev- 
eral years. 


As time passed on he had more trouble with his heart and 
he had to give up walking almost entirely. I pleaded with him 
tO @ive.up confinement cases but@heedidiunot dikesto,do that, 
for when people employ a doctor for confinement work they usually 
continue on with him for other ailments. 1. But. one day he read 
how a doctor, who had the same trouble, was at a case, had an 
attack and died, and so did his patient. So, Doctor decided to 
Bive up his cohfinement ‘cases “Koger Baur was his last or second 
last case. 


I heard him tell another doctor ‘the first time he had trouble 
with his heart was when he was carrying a bushel of potatoes that 
a patient had brought in, down cellar. The doctor said, "I don't 
wonder that your heart was effected when that man paid you any- 
thing. It is a wonder you did not drop dead." 


Gradually he grew worse and finally had to give up his work 
entirely. One day he had trouble breathing and the nearest 
doctor I could get was Morden in Bad Axe. He came right over and 
took him back to the hospital in Bad Axe. 


. He seemed to be mending but other troubles were setting in, 
SO we put on a special nurse and I went to Bad Axe to stay with 
him, getting a boarding house across the street from the hospital. 
One day as I massaged his back I found it was puffed with fluid 
but he claimed he was better and would go home the next day. Next 
morning about seven he passed on. 


After Doctor had gone the home was quiet and I got back into 
church work. After a couple I did not feel up to doing so much 
so I called on Dr. Jones and he ordered me to take life easy and 
rest as much as possible. 


This ends all I have to record, that may be of interest to anyone. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


DREAMS 


So many people will laugh at you if you even mention you 
have any faith in dreams, while others will tell you they have 
had many dreams come true, just as in early Bible times. 


T have had so many dreams come true that I have come to 
believe there is something in a dream. If it stays with me all 
day and seems stamped on my memory something usually happens pretty 
close to what I dreamed. 


I rarely dreamed. Months would pass and I would not have an 
idea pass through my mind in the night time. Others would be 
telling me of their dreams, but I never had any to tell, so when 
I did dream it seemed of some importance. 


When I was clerking, I used to go home Saturday night. I 

was very fond of my Father and I began to notice he looked so tired 
and worn and as the weeks passed by, it seemed to me that he was 
orowing Gin, Loo. fagGu. and. Ji fe..to me,” Wwoukd notrbe wortmviving 
Without Father. I grieved a good deal, when one night, I dreamed 
Father had died and I saw into Heaven and he was there, looking 

so young and fresh.. His wrinkles; all)igone and he looked so free 

Of cares, and, worries. 


As soon as I saw him I called out, "Oh, Father, come back. 
We want you with us." He looked at me and said, "Not back to 
earth again," and as he spoke I will never forget the change that 
came over his face, for back came the wrinkles and the care worn 
expression. I said quickly, "No, Father, you stay here, we will 
come to you.” I awoke, it was a dream. 


Father lived for many years after this but I have never 
grieved from that, day about loved ,ones. passing,on. 


Delores my tacner passed away, I had an aunt I was very fond 
O.wDpoacw Cia  )o wee Auntie George, who: IT was named after. She 
died the wsuringe before, | wasemarricd..«csheyandaUnclei often speke of 
death, and.each would vow, if the: other went first,,they would never 
erry opel Te 


Well, Auntie, George went first and some years afterwards 
Uncle married a suitable person for a companion, and when Uncle 
Was seventy six years old,.he took-sick. 


I was married and living in Michigan and knew nothing of his 
snort; sickness but one night I dreamed. 


I had come into the house after doing some work out of doors 
ano in a. chairssat Auntie, George. pl was;»quite taken by ysurprise 
and somewhat upset for had I not, so my dream said, received a 
letter from.Uncle George stating. he: would be at my place fora 
Vaeice Puvenouy To lMmececriim-at thevdepot. He would come to the 
house himself. 


So this was the day he was coming, and he did not state whether 
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he was coming alone or if the sccond wife would be with him. Just 
as IT saw Aunt I heard the train whistie and if his wife was with 
him how could I manajre to keep the two women from meeting. I 

heard the step on the sidewalk, coming to the door and I went to the 
door to greet him before he knocked on the door. 


But when I opened the door no one was there and turning about 


to speak to Aunt I found she was gone. My dream ended. 


Two days later I received a letter from home stating that 
Uncle George had passed on just about the time of my dream and I 
claim the two spirits met at my house. If not they both paid me 
a visit the’ same night. 


Snortly after I ‘started clerking, ‘Will ‘Pickard, a village boy, 
began driving me home from church and had done so several Sundays 
in succession. JI had a dream. I saw myself on the floor in our 
parlor, Will Pickard was standing by my right side and Susie on 
my “Left. Guests were around the room and the preacher was saying, 
"Sarah Ann wilt thou have this man etc," when in the doorway 
appeared John with the most woeful face I ever saw on aman. As 
the preacher said, "To be they wedded husband", I said, "No. Susie 
you can have him if you like", and I walked out the door John had 
beers arr ne Ai 1". 


The "eee sunday mien as Will Pickard "stépped’ to my side to 
walk with me, I said, "I do not wish your company," so Susie let 
him take ‘her home that night but not again. ' I expected he would 
ask me Oo Marry Nim and -b ‘would have to reruse.. 


HNOvLICYr teenie au Mrs. Kerr's boarding house I dreamed of the 
Pact emia ce. “boarded there. 7 dreamed he had asked me to marry 
him and this John of my school days warned me in some way not to 
do "so"and "f* heeded’ his’ warning’ by hurrying rome ‘and up to my ‘room 
before he could overtake me and refusing to come down stairs to 
talk to him. 


In Goderich, a man who must have been twelve or fifteen years 
DAGeGr tha 1 beran tO pay me attention. I boarded past his house 
ane ones Nothing of it when we happened to fall in together as 
Dat as his nome, Until one Christmas he gave me a book for a 
Christies srr. w 1 700K "ft "apainsy my Wishes’. *In“speakineg to a 
COWL it Sey Gru youre Oo laer- thar 1 7 ‘about the: gift, I told her I 
had a mind to return it. She told me I should keep it for books 
were not“tike other pifts, as they ‘were dlooked upon as friendship 
gifts nise WG kept ">. 


Then one night I dreamed I was at church and when the service 
was over and I was leaving the church, I was coming out of one 
door goings down the two steps into the entrance and this young man 
was coming out the other door and going down the two steps and we 
met in the entrance way, and he came home with me. 


I went to church and everything happened just as I had dreamed. 
IT came out the door and down the two steps. He came out the other 
door and down the two steps but bef'ore we met, as in my dream, I 
douved behind some people so we were separated. I shot back out 
Die Maia door of the church and down the steps and rushed in among 
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some girls who were going the longer way for me to go to my 
boarding house. They asked me if there was no young man to 
accompany me home that night. I said nothing, just laughed. It 
was bold on my part but I was desperate. 


Years passed without any dreams of any importance that I 
can recall until after my father had passed on. On this occas- 
ion Father came to me one night and asked me where Mother was 
and I took him upstairs to her. She was sick in bed and on en- 
tering the room she began to get up to greet him. Then I awoke. 
Not long after this dream, ‘she’ had a sick spell ‘but recovered. 


Then again some time passed and once again Father came 
badice Ori Ghis occasion J way lying on a: couch in the front room 
and as I saw him enter the room I arose and said, "Oh, Father," 
and was about to greet him heartily when he said, "Don't touch 
me Sarah." TI said, "Oh, you are dead are you not?" Then he said, 
"T have Mother with me this time." and stepping to one side Mother 
appeared looking as she would have when about thirty five years 
of age. 


I was so impressed with this dream I felt I should go home 
and= managed to go. The night after I arrived there, she had a 
stroke and was unconscious for days. She recovered so she could 
walk but her mind was almost a blank. [I have always thought, in 
my own mind, that Mother was really with Father though her body 
was here still and remained for several months afterwards. 


After Doctor went to the hospital, I went in and boarded 
for thes last.week. Friday night I dreamed I saw quite a group 
Of peop lene... could) not-distinguish their’ faces” excepting” among 
them I recognized my father. 


On awakening, I recalled my dream and I dressed quickly and 
went down stairs just as the phone rang calling me to the hospital. 
I pulled on my coat, and hurried across the street, as I boarded 
just across the road from the hospital. But he was gone, passing 
quickiy and@ quietly before T-reached*the-hospital. 

SUPERSTITIONS 


Never put your hands in water epesshave”™ been poached ‘in. 
It will cause warts to come on your hands. 


Never swallow a piece of thread, when you bite off a piece 
of thread. It will turn into a worm. 


If hair is left in water for some time it will turn into 
a snake. 


Don't handle a toad. You will get warts. 


Don't raise a parasol over your head in the house. Some 
serious trouble will soon come to you. 


Don't have three lamps burning on a table at once. Some 
one will have an accident. 


-181- 


Yat ot 03 OF Sm Sg sani Mi 


fal eke + 4 hy 


$f .bedswel Jou 


_— * 


4 ub 


> 
T tart const iogmt yeh 
-8s990 eidd 40 .co be 
eéw rostoM otorlw amt 
-n9 no hus bed at Hohe ee 
.Siews I ast] .mid Jorg 
~bersvooot tad Lleqa. aed 


oso ‘codisd micys arte. 
MOOT Jeno? oft al tovoo & 
" asitsi .d0" bee ’ 


—— - a oe -. 4 a. ' o Wee & 
togod ned" . begs af or yitissed mk tes ee 
i ‘ fy beth ‘ a i Redcat : 


ies sf aot “Stom woh igobseb 31 an Po eae sQRAE 
ents. OM wia so OF Brigg ce er fatto Fi eer: ria ove 
easy, svt youkds tees 1oet aw oe as yatdool f a 


mor op Hbisote 7 dot I mas thy, atad cttw J ; 

B bac! cute iter al bovitag E wots te 
blimo offs o@ bDeseyoses SH? aeyeb 107 
iti .deignods eens he T seed 5 9 


ea) © «¢ ok 


bdiccaod bie of, dow F _isitGeodt odd ob: aay ae ne Wee od 
5 o93ivo whe T bémestd I diinina le i tesl sdt-¢o 

Iq20N9 Boch! «isd datesnltekp: Sort. bLsoo elqosq | 

» tortted Meshes: : 


bis yliotup besesrbh IT bas mesth yu bolieseg a 43 ' 
Ladiqzod oft of om griifao siege onodq off ea) deat 
bebiged I a8 .Jjosita adv Geewss.boliatud Das 
sotsaed .sm0m aaw oc del JEettasaal ong moss heontae 

. lad iqaord odd benese x [ sitoled vitens 


“i Dedosog mused sved 4ans Isow of ‘ebasrs 10 ay ir ws ot 7 ' 
Bhi OY 0 anoo oF 2 iew-9eus9 LL. 


ae 
sosla gs Tro otitd voy msniw .b6eudy to 5 at 
iow 8 otf 


etni mit Silw tk omtt smoa xot ae i ry ee . 
j vs a 

= ne ) 

—— 


- adT6w yop fitw yoy . ba 
q0% .sevon odd nk baer: | . 


mio2. .9dtte 26 okdst s tte > 


i 


Don't eat at a table with thirteen. Some one will die 
before the year is over. 


Don't put a parasol on the bed. It will bring bad luck. 


If you see a pin on the floor, you are always to pick it 
up. If the point is toward you, you will have some bad luck but 
if the head, it brings good luck. But always pick it up, for: 


See a pin and pick it up 

You will always have enough 
But see a pin and let it lie 

You will need one e'er you die. 


| MACHINERY ete. 


oh can look back and compare farming in the pioneer days to 
farming today and see a great advance has been taken. 


In my childhood days, our neighbors all used oxen, but 
gradually they changed to horses. This change was slow but as 
time passed on and machinery was more in use, horses were used 
more. 


All grain was cut with the cradle, which 1s similar to a 
scythe but it has an attachment of five or six wooden rods like 
fingers, so fastened that the grain, when cut could be laid in 
nice rows. I do not think I ever saw anything more beautiful, 
in harvest time, than seeing three or four men with cradles 
cutting grain. They would be several feet apart and all worked 
together, with rythm. The extra men would be neighbors as they 
helped each other. 


Then a hand rake would be used to gather a bunch of the 
grain together and some of the straw was made into a band which 
was fastened around the bunch that was raked together. The 
bundles were placed on end together in bunches of twelve or more 
called stooks. There they were left until dry and then were 
hauled into the barn. 


The haying was done with a scythe. The cut hay was gathered 
in windrows with a hand made wooden rake, drawn by a horse. 


The first threshing device I remember was the flail. This 
was two pieces of wooden poles fastened together with two trips 
of leather. One pole was about three feet long and the other 
was about five feet long. The longer piece was held in the hand 
and you swung it around and brought the smaller piece down on 
the grain with what strength you could and then it was swung 
again. This was kept up for some time. 


The grain or sheaves were in piles on the floor and after 
being flailed for some time, the grain was turned so the loosened 
grain fell to the floor. You continued flailing and shaking the 
pile until the grain was well separated from the straw. 


Along with the separated grain would be a great deal of 
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chaff that had been loosened and dropped to the barn floor along 
with the grain. So on a windy day pails of this grain and chaff 
were taken out doors. A large tub would be placed on the ground, 
the pail of grain held high and slowly poured into the tub and 
the wind would blow the cheff away. This was repeated until the 
grain was cleaned of the chaff, or nearly so. 


Some grain, and especially peas, was put on the floor in a 
circle and a horse was used for tramping on it. Around and around 
the horse would go, the man standing in the middle of the circle. 
Every little while the horse would be stopped, the straw shaken 
up to let the grain drop to the floor and the horse started up 
again. 


When “threshing machines first came into use, they were horse 
drawn and horse powered. Five or six teams would furnish the 
power. The straw would be stacked out of doors and we had some 
very expert stack builders in our neighbornood. What pride they took 
im building aostack well sloped and so the rain would not soak in 
and rot the straw. We could tell what man built the stack from 
its shape: 


After the cradle came the reaper. Of course the reaper 
was drawn by horses. It cut the grain similar to a hay mower but 
had) an, attachment icalled a table; so in place of falling on the 
gproundarwhemrcus,' the grain afelbion the table and slid off to one 
side so the horses did not walk on it the next round. Then to 
this was added another improvement. There was a paddle with 
wooden prongs or teeth like a rake, which would rake the straw and 
grain,.off onto the ground in bunches large enough to make a sheaf. 
Then a. mwian:came along and tied up the sheaf. 


I have seen men walk behind a reaper, catch the bundle as 
LjuWwas\peine: pushed of fivcthe: table, ‘put the’ band’ around it and be 
reauy tO catch the next one. it meant fast work tokeep this up 
nour jar tem hours: 


As Father did not drink beer or whiskey nor smoke tobacco, 
he was always the first to have the improved machines. He would 
cut the grain for the neighbors and they would pay him by coming 
and helping haul in the grain, so with the machines we did not 
have a hired man much of the time. 


Mary was old enough to drive the reaper and mower, and Susie 
Was able to drive the new horse rake, though Emma or I had to sit 
on the rake so we could use our hand on the dumper as Susie was 
not long enough in: the legs to reach the dumper from her seat on 
the rake. 


For sowing grain, Father had a home made affair to hold 
tne grain, though some of our neighbors used small sacks carried 
in one arm. Father's affair was an old copper wash boiler with 
the bottom replaced by a board shaped like a half moon to fit his 
side. The sides of the boiler were shaped the same way. 


Straps from the handles passed over the shoulders and it 
was carried low enough so it did not interfere with the movement 
Ql Nee diiias) WL course This bolier was not as deep as our bollers, 
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but deep enough to hold two or three pails of grain. 


As the man carrying the boiler walked along, he would 
pick up a handfull of grain and as his arm swung outward some 
grain was strewn and the balance of the handfull was strewn as 
the hand swung in again. If a man could sow with only one hand 
it was a slow job, but Father used both hands. AS one was 
swinging outward the other was swinging inward and back to the 
boiler for another handfull of grain. 


T can recall our first grass-‘seeder./'* It was’ made. from 
three pieces of board about six or eight feet long. They were 
made in the shape of a flat bottom trough with the sides five or 
Six inchee hich... The. bottom board was full of holes so the seed 
could be moved back and forth. Straps were fastened to the seeder 
so 1G. coula pe’ carried. 


The trough was filled with seed and as the man walked across 
the field, he moved the top board and the seed ‘fell through the 
holes to the grourid. 


All cream was made into butter. In the summer butter was 
cheap, so Mother packed it in firkins or tubs which held about 
fifty pounds apiece. They were ‘made of wood and these tubs cof 
butter were kept until fall when the price was higher. That is, 
all but what was sold to a customer in Clinton. Mother had kept 
this woman supplied with butter for over twenty five years. 


Ouge, churn, that I first remember, was a box shape “concern 
about two feet square and about the same in height. In the 
center was.a Lour bladed paddle with holes in the blades. It 
stood on legs and was quite easy to handle. . 


After we got a dash churn the legs were taken off the box 
churn and this with the wooden wash tubs made our boats. 


We had a number of cows and had to churn every day and 
twice on Monday, but we had plenty of help as we all worked. 


Patber Was dulce Clever and fixed *upra tread-mill so0va 
dog could. do the churning and for years the dog did’ the churning. 
Once we had two dogs and when they saw the churn being gotten 
ready, they would fight to get to the treadmill. Of course the 
dog received some choice bits as soon as the churning was done 
and so was always keen to do the work. 


Later on the milk was sold to the chease factory and whey 
was returned the next day when the wagon called for the milk. 
Then the only cream we had was from the Saturday night and Sunday 
milk. Of course all week long enough milk was kept out for our 
Own use, as-we all drank milk at our meals. 


Before we began giving our milk to the cheese factory, the 
milk was strained into tin pans that would hold about a gallon 
of milk and leave a space that would hold about half a gallon 
more, if the pans were full. These pans of milk were kept ina 
water tight boarded trench in our milk house and cold water was 
poured into these trenches twice a day in the summer time. 
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These pans of milk were usually left for twenty four hours, 
then had to be skimmed, after the cream had risen. To do this a 
tin skimmer was used. This was a flat piece of tin about the 
size of your hand and the center part was filled with small holes 
so the milk would pass through. The sides of the skimmer were 
raised a little on the outer edge. 


Tt was some task to empty the cream off about thirty pans 
of milk, bent over a cream crock while doing it. Then washing 
those pans, scalding them, then putting them in cold water. Then 
they were set where the sun would shine on them to kill any germs 
and re-rinsed before they were used at the next milking time. 


Of course the wash board was used for the washings, rub, rub, 
rub. Then the clothes that were to boil were placed in the boiler 
to boil, and after boiling were put through the rinse water and 
blueing water. We had a small machine, that Father made. It was 
two’ rollers and “had grooves’ along the rollers. The clothes were 
puLG into those rollers or-rather between the rollers which were 
turned with a handle. 


As so much factory cotton was used for night gowns and under- 
wear, it left’ only the dresses and mens work shirts to be washed 
Om the wash board. The rest were put through the roller machine 


Our first sewing machine was worked by hand. A handle was 
on the wheel and by turning the handle the machine sewed. To do 
any particular work, some one else turned the Denaiew. Leber on 
the foot power machine came into use. | 


Our first sink was a wooden one that Father made and painted 
tovkeep water’ Trom leaking through the joints... The, water, went 
into wooden pipes made from boards then into a ditch running back 
of the house. 


Our first well had no pump. All the water used_was.raised 
by @ windlass. A handle was turned and this turned a wooden beam, 
Whiehowas-+over®the well; with a’ rope fastened’ to it and.as the 
POoper*Was+Trarsea-a~ pail of“water~ came up. .I. well remember this 
Wey Oberaising the water’*lIrom’ the well. ~The top of the dug well 
Wasecoverca with boards and the sides of the well had board 
Gurbing. A trap door was in the cover.and was lifted .every.time 
avpail-ofowater was needed. “Later on. a pump was put in. 


We had iron stoves and they rusted easily so we had to 
polish them every day. For the stove we always bought stove 
polish but we never bought shoe polish. We always used soot from 
the “stove lids for our’Sunday shoes, We all shined our.own shoes 
and susie did Father's and Mother's. “Of course this was always 
done on Saturday, for no work like that was done on Sunday. 


Themweek*day “shoes were greased with tallow. This was done 
every night all winter’ as ‘we “wore no rubbers. Indeed . never 
sawva-pairlof rubbers, in my-vearly years. 


The men all wore boots to their knees and how fine the 
leather was in some of those boots. They had a piece or red 
leather about four inches wide at the top and on each side was a 
loop to pull them on. ‘Through the week the men wore their pant 
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legs inside the top part of the boots but on Sundays the pants 
were worn outside the boots. 


To get these boots off and on was some job especially with 
Father as he had a high instep. To get them on he would pull and 
kick the toes against the wall. To get them off a boot jack had 
to be used, and we children often had to help by pressing on the 
boot by the toe or by taking the foot with the boot in our hands 
and tugging and pulling get it off, with Father's help. 


Pegs were used in place of nails. No nails were ever used 
in the frame of a barn. Nails cost money and money was scarce. 


We used maple sugar for most of our cooking. Father made 
the maple sugar, of rather he made the syrup and Mother sugared 
it. We did have some lump sugar for tea and coffee and the 
regular sugar for company use on puddings etc. Father was the 
only one of us that drank tea or coffee and he did not use sugar. 
The coffee we made ourselves by roasting some grain. 


String and heavy cord was scarce and we had to be very care- 
ful of any that came around parcels. The heavier cord or hemp 
string was sewn on the grain bags so it would not be thrown away 
or lost. 


Our fences were stumps or brush until Father had time to 
Split rails. When the rails were ready the fence was put up in 
the form of a snake fence. One rail on top of another, about six 
rails high. They were about twelve feet long and all were split 
from fallen trees by the owners of the land. 


It was some job to square the logs, saw them into the right 
length and then cut the squared logs into rails. The slabs that 
were cut off to square the logs were brought to the house or sold 
to the Yaliroad . 


To split these rails, they started with the axe at one end 
and it was driven with a mallet. When a crack appeared in front 
of the axe, iron wedges were used to lengthen the crack until 
the log was split. It was then re-split until the proper size 
rails were made. 


We had no gates at that early date. Entering a field meant 
that the fence had to be let down. To let down a fence you went 
to one of the points and taking the top rail you lifted the end 
to one side, the end of the next rail was taken the other way and 
SO on until you reached the ground, if you wanted through. If 
you wanted cattle to go through you made it only low enough for 
the cattle to walk or jump through. After the team or cattle 
passed through it all had to be put up again. 


Sometimes large stones were placed on each side of where 
we entered the field and the first two or three rails from each 
Side would be placed on the stones and the strain on the fence 
was not so great. If a few panels fell it was quite a job re- 
placing them. 


These zig-zag fences were used for years then straight 
fences came in. These were made by Griving two stout stakes 
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into the ground about. six or eight inches apart and two more 
ten feet away and so on. Rails were strung between the pairs 
of stakes. Of course they were fastened together at the top. 


With this fence we did not have so much waste land and it 
was possible to make an opening so that the bars or a gate could 
be used. 


Father used to mend our shoes on winter evening. Uncle 
George had given him the tools and kept him in leather. How 
often I have seen him take a piece of leather and make it round 
about the size of the top of a large tea cup, stick an awl in 
the center to hold it to a board. Then slitting a little piece 
so he could pull on it. He would pull that piece while he held 
a sharp knife to it and so cut it into a strip about a quarter 
of an inch wide and we had a new shoe string. 


When Father batched in the winter, before he was married, 


he used wood ashes in place of soda in baking and if he had no 
salt would use gunpowder for seasoning. 
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Howell Family 


Richard Howell born 1715 in Wales, came to Sussex County, 
New Jersey. Married Anna O'Donnel from Dublin Ireland. Their son 
John, born 1753 was the founder of the Howell family in Canada. 


At 23 John Howell moved to Johnstown, by the Mohawk River 
and.about the same time enlisted in the Second Battalion of Sir 
John.Jdohnnson's.,regiment...S5ir John was the son, of Sir William 
Johnson who had acquired a considerable estate on the banks of 
the Mohawk. 


John served through the revolution and was with Sir John at the 
investment of Fort Stanwix. John became a Sergeant Major and then 
joined Butler's Rangers, where he, received a commission... As a 
resuilc or his loyalty to the British he lost his’estate in New York 
on which Rome is now built. 


The British Government.gave-him twelve hundred acres in Prince 
Baward County, Ontario and twelve hundred for his family. He 
became Justice of the Peace, Colonel of the Prince Edward Militia, 
and Mohawk Indian Agent. During the War of 1812, he drilled and 
handled a band of volunteers at Kingston. Because of his leaving 
New York and moving to Ontario he was known as an United Empire 
Loyalist. 


John was six feet two inches tall and had. red hair and black 
eyes... His arms, were so long he.,.could.touch four inches. below his 
Knees. sie was a noted rough and tumble fighter. 


One time a noted bully from Northumberland County sought him 
out to see if he was any good. When the fight was over, men 
Carried the pully into the log house for John's wife to patch up 
while her husband stood by the rail fence picking the hair out of 
his teeth with a splinter. 


He once met a bear on a path in the woods. In those days a 
British soldier gave way to no one leastwise a bear. When the 
bear reared up it got a swift punch on the nose. This was repeated 
despite the bear's best efforts till it got discouraged and left. 


Two men in his Company got into a fight over a girl. He gave 
one of them an old rusty sword and told him to work on his opponent 
till he was told to stop, then the sword would be given to his 
Opponenc. That broke up the fight. The girl married a third man. 


In addition to English, he spoke Dutch, French, and several 
indian dialects. 


His son Jacob was born in 1787. 


Jacob married Catherine (Trinie) Fox and she taught him to 
read and write. He was School Inspector for the county, local 
preacher, and manufactured whiskey. He said that if he kept on 
making whiskey he would have a mortgage on every farm in the county, 
anata boys were growing up and for their sake he quit the whiskey 
making. - 
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The couple had four boys Griffith, David, James, and Randall. 
Griffith, the eldest, married Phoebe Allison and the couple had 
six boys and a girl, the eldest of which was Jacob Eli, your great 
grandfather. The other children were John, David, James, Catherine, 
Wellington Wesley, and Cyrus. 


Your grandfather's two youngest brothers were drowned in 
Goderich. James, who was twelve and a good swimmer, took his 
brother LeRoy, who was five, and another boy out for a row while 
a number of Goderich people were having a picnic on the shore. The 
lake was calm but LeRoy leaned over the side too far and fell in. 
James. Jumped in to save him. He got to LeRoy but could not get him 
to the boat and the boy in the boat was too young to handle it, so 
both boys drowned. 


We do not have much information about your grandfather Howell's 
mother. 


Lucy Coleman Jamieson was born in Belleville, Ontario, 
Ocue eo, 2o+l,. and married Rey. J. E. Howell April 13, 1868. 


She was the granddaughter of John and Elenor Jamieson who 
lived in Berwick on Tweed, England. 


Her father James Jamieson was born Aug. 13, 1803, in Berwick 
on Tweed. He came(to Bebieviite yeOntario, at an early age, with 
his parents. He built a foundry at Belleville. He later laid out 
tie village of Tweed which he named in) honor of his birthplace. 
He married Hannah Coleman Jan. 25, 1838. They both died in 1865 
from typhoid fever. 
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Letters 


Believing that you might be interested in some letters we 
have accumulated we are including one your great grandfather 
wrote, one your grandfather received and portions of several your 
grandfather wrote. 


To My Dear Wite.”-i-present these scissors as a Xmas gift. They 
are not to be used to cut the great bond of affection between us 
existing for thirty five-years but°’toycut hismhairoand naids and 
garments small and great. It is his great wish that for many 
years to come you may be spared to grace his home and cheer his 
heart and mend his socks and mind his acts and when necessary 
bring him to book when needed thus to be dealth with. 


Wishing you great joy this Xmas tide and many returns of 
the day with all the needed blessings of body and soul-never wanting 


turkey, foocse; or chvekKen -to' Tildbsnes hopperye andiusalad,s dainties, 
and other luxuries to spice the grub while life shall last. 


Your affectionate hubby 
Xmas 1902 while life shall last. 
Hanover 


(He died that year.) 


New York July 27, 1896 


Dear ai 

Kindly permit that we express by this way our heartiest 
thanks tor your quick; friendly, -skilifub, -andysacrificingahelp 
you gave us on the occasion of the birth of our son John who 
is now about 1/25 year a citizen of this country. 

We aré sorry not to be in-an-economical positioneso that 


we could thank you more realistically, but hope you will accept 
our good will. 


Yours. very sincerely, 


Josef & Ella Zulich 


-190~- 


— a 


ae wieddal 9 
A 1919s LOA 
toy femora a 


oar 


salah 


you? . tity eek ae s “f0 rare 

av mented mottos" po = od apo 

bas giten bas: ated tas ot tH 
yam ro? sed? dale “Siri 


to sotmuse1 yYoen 
aalinsy tevert-lvos brs ¥ 
.aefintsh .bslsea bas .199q 
tent {lea ottl 3. 


yddunt etenottostts ay0Y ear 
taal (fsa oltl aiitte.<( << 2aye tae 


(.189y dertt bet So) cient ak: 


) o feo % a i hee 


= 
ay “ 
ae 


VW 
- 


| 1% | 


dC8L VS yinl wro¥ wot 


- 
7 


i an 
a0 
7 


. 


; nae hee 


tasiiused two yew atdd yd seetgxs ow sade 3 

qiod antoftfaose bas .twailtuc _vibaetrt Aoks 
offw adol moe iso To Adaid sit to bdo 
.vitavoo aint to aestdio ® 


wait og sotttseq Lsotmomoos ns ck od 
tqoo08 Lliw soy eqor | disel py aohinkiaeas 


.Vloreoule yrev ewoY ' “= 
dotfgS eff 2 Yeeot 


Julyt, 2533 
Dear Son- 


Arrived home at 4 P.M. just in time to be invited by Pete 
to go to Lansing today. I said, "Yes." However immediately 
after a call came in and I am tied up with a very sick patient. 
So.am in Bay Port today. 


In the Jamieson affair I sermbyou, there should be my Grand- 
father's sister - by name Mary Elenor Jamieson. We knew her as 
Aunty Whiteford. She lived where Mother died and used to make 
long visits at our place. Her first husband's name was Lauder - 
by lim she had “2 or 3 sons. One son developed some knee trouble 
and she sent him to London, England for treatment. He died and 
was buried thene. 


When Lauder died, Aunt supported herself and sons as best 
Site oul ole “nen married. this Whiteford —- a prosperous Irishman. 


Whiteford finally died and left his widow well off. When 
she died we all got something. Brother Will - named William 
Bletcher Lauder after one of her sons - received enough money to 
puvu iim through colleges J a wacant.,lot; om thegwest:hidde of 
pellevilie. = which Father finally. let go -fonr.,taxes. 


I was named Albert after Albert Coleman, a wealthy cousin 
of Mother's. . However, before he couldsydo me amy good he lost his 
wealth - and blew his brains out. He had a lovely home down 
below Kingston. One day he took his gun. and.went to a. little 
Summer "seal at the bottom of the garden on the river bank, pulled 
off his boot and sock, put the muzzle of the gun. to his mouth, 
puited the trigger with his big toe, and wasn’t a pretty sight 
from then on. 


sister Mary - Fred Deacon's first wife was named for Aunty 
Whiterords Mary did well. 


When we lived in Trenton - I was 6 - 8 years old. Aunty 
Vierreo ws tor a .ong time. “she was blind from double cataract. 
It was my Guty - being the eldest - to lead the old lady out for 
a Walk every day. This got pretty tiresome, so one day I walked 
heweorr Gone edge of the board Sidewalk and skinned one leg. 
Mother called me careless, but Father gave me a pretty sharp look 
out of his black eyes. He knew. However it stopped the walks, 
and I had more time to play. Later on Aunt went to Montreal and 
was operated on and we were good friends again. 


The summer your Aunt Lou Deacon was a baby - in Trenton - 
| be vo wieel ner up and down in the cab -<for she was a squaller. 
After 1] ran ber off the sidewalk,and «<tipped hen over+a couple or 
times “I wasn't to be. trusted .with her-any more «,,My, L-felt bad. 
Got another sharp look from.the Reverend that time too. He knew 
boys. 


Expect to go to Lansing with Pete Friday. 


Till then 
~191- Dad 
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Dear Everybody. Sept. 15/38 


Have just taken stock of this 1/2 month's receipts. $165. 


Hurrah! Hurrah! If this keeps up I shall soon be able to support 
Mother in the manner to which she has been accustomed. 


% % % ¥ % 


Wien we lived in Aurora - I was twelve years old, Aunt 
Whiteford sent Father to England to look after her son's grave. 
While there Father visited River Tweed and Berwick, but could find 
no trace of any relative of the Jamieson's. He also visited France 
and Ireland. He was so taken with the Trish that he often said 
if he could be born again, and had his say about it, he would be 
born an Irishman. 


An Irish girl, by name Maggie Spraule used to work for Aunt, 
but nad returned to Ireland. Father visited her and her people 
in Ireland and I guess was used pretty white. 


Father could read French and thought he could talk it, but 
the Parisian's spoke too fast and apparently in an unknown language. 
When he got home Mother noticed he was wearing a different watch. 
His explaination was - his pocket was picked while getting ona 
bus. Several years after Uncle John Howell told me that the deed 
was done while Father was coming out of a theatre in London. Strange, 
for he was always death on theatres, dancing and card playing. 


* x * * % 


Aunty Whiteford was a dear little Scotch body and we were 
all very..ffond of her. 


x x % x % 
Love from all 


Dad 


Unele Whiteford said he left Ireland because the shooting 
was to promiscuous. 


April 13th, 1939 


Dear Son and Family- 


Your mother says it seems to her I write you pretty often. 
My answer-I have the fun of writing even if you chuck the letters 
in the furnace unread. Pete told me this morning that his wife 
says the new kid is dark and does not look like any of the rest 
of their children. Said he wasn't surprised as they had a differ- 
ent hired man. 
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The day Alberta's baby was born Pete had quite an experience. 
He took her to the hospital in the afternoon and was told the kid 
would arrive at 5 minutes ai'ter 8 P.M. So he came home, did his 
chores, and went back to Bad Axe. When he got there, all was over 
and the baby laid away. He came to our house about 9 to tell us 
the good news. 


Yesterday I examined Master Roger's nose, but he insisted it 
was all’ right - not out of. joint...., Their hired girl,.pardon:me + 
maid - is from Gagetown, one of a family of ten children. Their 
doctor used to be Dr. Bill Morris, Keith's father. To her I re- 
called a story about him. One time he dunned a German for his bill, 
which the man Otto considered too high. They argued for a time, 
till finally the doctor asked, Otto. if; he) knew the two prettiest 
things in the world... Otto wasn't. sure he knew.:'> The doctor told 
him they were - a little pig and a German baby, and they both grew 
up into G - D - hogs. 


* * * * % 


if it continues to rain Pete will go this afternoon to the 
hospital and take Mother along. At his suggestion we are sending 
the wee radio to your sister. Of course they have ear phones in 
the hospital, but by sending this radio, pAbberta can pick out her 
own program. 


Tam telling around that the new baby weighed 13 lbs. but 
Pete says I am exaggerating. How does he know? He has never seen 
a eS oe . 


Later - Pete called this morning and said as it was snowing and 
he couldn't work he would go to Bad Axe now. So I went along and 
took thePhilco with us, likewise Master Roger. «Found Alberta O.K. 
and a fine healthy baby. Roger left his Mother willingly, which 
was hardly what we expected. * * *. J) naturally) felt 
Alberta's pulse and drew from her the exclaimation, "I am a very 
sick woman." 


feeeeeenosabtbal, Miss Hoyie and I visited. She said she often 
wondered how come your mother and I came to marry each other, we 
are so different. JI wanted to ask why she thought I had any say 
in the matter but I only said, "I figured one fool was all a family 
could stand so I married a sensible woman." 


Dad 


July 18th, 1939 
Dear Son and Family- 


Have jus, bound an ivory handied letter seal, with the initials 
J.W. Believe you would like to have this, so am saving it for you. 
The J.W. stands for James Whiteford. He was a nephew of William 
Whiteford who married Mary Jamieson Lauder, known to us as Aunty 
Whiteford. This James Whiteford was born in New York City. When 
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Uncle Whiteford brought him to Belleville, he was a half grown: 

boy. He had never been out of N.Y. and believed, among other things, 
that potatoes grew on trees. Aunt and Uncle sent him to school 
until he got his M.D. He was very tony in his tastes and to please 
him, Aunt - Uncle being dead - rented one of the largest houses 

in Belteville and put on lots of style. ‘After graduating, Dr. 
Whiteford went to Winnipeg, where he practiced, married, and drank 
himself to death. I remember him well as one of the handsomest 

men I ever saw, and with a most taking manner. One time when I was 
at Auntie's he offered me a new slate if I would turn Tory. I turned. 


% % % * % 


Monday was a bad day for me, had to be careful, so got out of 
washing the dishes. However had had my fun and it was more than 
worth the price. Do not mind paying if I feel I got my money's 
worth. 


Dad 


August 4, 1939 
Dear Son and Family- 


your’ Mother is putting in’an hour each ‘morning’ varnishing 
the upstairs flooring. It certainly improves the looks of. the 
rooms. 


In the evenings she has been going over my books, trying to 
see how many confinement cases IT have had. So’ far it. is close to 
1000. With all those cases I only lost 2 mothers and no fathers. 
Though I remember one case where the father might have died. When 
IL called the next day to see how the mother and baby were I found 
the father suffering from acute appendicitis. Had him operated 
Gieavvonee, Didnt motice him havine “pains, the’ day before ; when 
his wife had hers. 


fia piese cases | had only one Caesarian. Looking back 
Over ume years 1 Can see cases where a Caesarian was indicated, 
but we pulled through by brute force and awkwardness. 


While in New York, a case was handed me at the hospital, by 
a Dr. Dudley, marked for a Caésarian. JI measured her-by all the 
means we had in those days - no X-ray then, and could not see why 
Such an operation was needed. Of course - mine not to reason why. 
One day at 5 P.M. labor began and I notified Dr. Dudley, as per 
instructions. Soon the ampitheatre was filled with prominent 
M.D.'s. Before we could get the patient to the table, the baby 
was born without instruments. Dudley gave me hell. Asked why 
I did not use an anesthetic to hold back the birth so he could 
operate. 


While I was in Fairgrove, -I was called to decide the sex 
of a baby born under the care of Dr. W---. It was marked plainly as 
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a male, but W--- was too well 1it to be able to see very well. 
Remember another time in Fairpgrove where the unmarried mother swore 
she was not even pregnant, called me a liar and other choice names 
until the head was born. She couldn't deny it then. 


In Fairgrove we did confinements for $5.00 and made two calls 
after. 


Your mother says there seems to be more money around the house 
now, than when her slavey was working. Of course there are no drugs 
to buy or. gas to buy. And Mother is wonderfully successful with 
her collections. She gets money out of people I never expected to 
eome across. 


Dad 


Dear Son and Family- 


I kissed your mother one morning last week and it cost me 
$4.02. Pretty near as bad as the old song - Oh, what a surprise,/ 
Two lovely black eyes, / For kissing another man's wife. Only in 
my case I broke my glasses. 


iyhave, one pleasure your mother lacks. I hear tree toads 
Chiropinewevery one of my waking moments. It used to be grass hoppers. 
Mother says, when your Father hears voices she knows what she is 
PoOineeco,do. Of course my deafness is slowly increasing. Hearing 
Pet eee ae Om. 01 insanity. The victim pays no attention at first, 
but as they become more insistent he begins to heed them. Finally 
he obeys them and may commit some horrible crime. But my head 
Nolees are due to ear trouble and have not affected my brain - if 
any as yet. 


Tall William Milne, in Vancouver, he was 6 ft. 2 and weighed 
Pe Oeleweseu. tered trom volces. Wher he tried to write a letter 
Oervacavup,a column of figures, the voices kept insisting - William 
Miine you cannot do that; William Milne you cannot do that. Finally 
he was put in the asylum. 


* % % * *% 


sunday afternoon—- A gentleman from Owosso dropped in to see me. 
Pic iimerouenl lye ap Dm. iworvison's. They were old friends 

from Midland days, over 40 years ago. This man is milk inspector 
Boe scurvy Ob Owosso. Whac ¢ could hear of his talk about his 
duties, was very interesting. Why in hell don't people speak up. 
PeiokesuaeibelO, extlaltning Ghat I am hard of hearing. This raises 
ovr OreaeNord Or two and then they mumble away. I get 

SO Gdiseusted at times that I rise and leave the room and let Mother 
listen to the visitor. 


MOULasiever had @ Lot of cucumbers to do up. So to wash them 
the easy way, put them in the electric clothes washer. It dida 
fine job. 
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